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Psychoanalytic Conceptualization of Archetypes:
A Jungian Reading of Kit Anderson’s Five Sisters:
A Modern Novel of Kurdish Women

Araz Ahmed Mohammed

Department of English, College of Languages, University of Human Development, Sulaimani, Kurdistan Regional of Iraq.

Abstract— This study proposes a psychoanalytic reading of Kit
Anderson’s Five Sisters: A Modern Novel of Kurdish Women based
on Carl Gustav Jung’s (1875-1961) major theories of archetypes
which are the persona, the shadow, and the self discussed in
Structure and Dynamics of the Psyche. While hospitality, honor
killings, political persecution and resistance are displayed in the
novel as general archetypal images that are used to label Kurds
with, Anderson’s primary purpose in crafting characters, themes,
and settings is the universal nature of suffering. The five sisters are
engulfed by horrendous conditions, which produce a wide range
of causes that push the novelist to exhibit various forms of the
persona, the realization of the shadow, and the (dis)integration of
the self. In order to create a world where the self prevails, the
novel proposes two prospects: the dismantlement of tribal
mentality and the liberation of women through education. The
implication is that although Anderson presents a village in which
clan mentality rules, the novel altogether is a plane that needs a
pilot and runaway lights on either side to work through and to
land.

Keywords: Archetype, Kit Anderson, Kurdistan, Carl Gustav
Jung, Psychology, The Persona, The Self, The Shadow.

. INTRODUCTION

It is hardly incorrect to assume that the main inspiration for the
production of Five Sisters: A Modern Novel of Kurdish Women
is Kit Anderson’s four-year-experience living among the Kurds
in Turkey. The narration is harnessed by the novelist’s firsthand
experiences and knowledge of Kurdish political struggles,
historical wars, and cultural assimilation in Turkey. The story
of the five sisters is an imaginative undertaking that “may be
realist but not realistic” (Eagleton 182). Integrating her personal
experiences with Kurds as well as learning from archetypical
images of Kurds inherited from media worldwide, Anderson
ensures readers globally understand the story and the struggles
of women within male-dominated settings. By providing details
into the Kurds’ ways of life, she touches upon her own personal
journey as a mother raising her four daughters and overseeing
her nine grandchildren. The mother symbol is “archetypal and

refers to a place of origin, to nature, that which passively
creates, hence to substance and matter, to material nature, the
lower body (womb) and the vegetative functions. It connotes
also the unconscious, natural and instinctive life, the
physiological realm, the body in which we dwell or are
contained” (Jung, Modern Man in Search of a Soul 24).
Anderson, moreover, projects into the narration events,
characters, and symbols that are in line with the collective
unconscious portrayals of the Kurds. This projection is essential
for two major reasons. First, for the deliverance of the artistic,
universal message of the novelist. Second, for accessing the
collective human psyche as Jungian studies go beyond the
representation of personal psyche. Based on Jung’s perceptions
of the functions of human psyche, universal archetypal symbols
and images transcend an individual writer’s psychic structure.
To produce archetypical ideas through which traces of the
collective unconscious can be realized, the paper organizes,
outlines, and applies Jung’s major psychoanalytical
conceptualization of archetypes. The application of the persona,
discussions of tribal mentality and aspects of village life show
how characters’ psyches are drawn. Although archetypes are
common, they are not static. They are patterns that exist across
different cultures, but they can stand different interpretations
and manifest themselves only through “their ability to organize
images and ideas, and this is always an unconscious process
which cannot be detected until afterwards” (Jung, Structure and
Dynamics 231). Witnessing on the ground the miseries of Kurds
stirs or rather disturbs Anderson’s unconscious to feel the
responsibility to highlight their painful life. Tyson writes that
“literature, and indeed all art forms, are largely products of
unconscious forces at work in the author, in the reader, or in
society as a whole” (Tyson 36). The existence of sorrow needs
no proof and hence should in Jung’s terms need to be talked
about “not as my sorrow, but as the sorrow of the world; not as
a personal isolating pain, but a pain without bitterness that
unites all humanity” (Jung, Structure and Dynamics 150).
Everything archetypal, as Jung argues, represents “a set of
variations on a ground theme” ( Jung, Structure and Dynamics
213) that is transcendent. Thus, sorrow and pain are universal

Journal of University of Human Development
Volume 8 No. 4(2022); DOI: 10.21928/juhd.v8n4y2022.pp13-22

Regular research paper: Received 20 June 2022; Accepted 26 July 2022; Published 19 September 2022

Corresponding author’s e-mail: araz.mohammed@uhd.edu.iq

Copyright © 2022 Araz Ahmed Mohammed. This is an open access article distributed under the Creative Commons Attribution License

(CC BY-NC-ND 4.0)



14

themes and concerns that need no language, no racial affiliation,
no ethical connection, no political or religious doctrine to
understand and to possibly heal.

No scholarly work is available on the novel. Therefore, the
paper is a claim to fill in that gap. It is not only Anderson’s
actual experience living among the Kurds that help in the
deliverance of the novel, but also the unconscious delicate
fantasies resulting from inherited universal sorrow and
pleasure: the sorrow of witnessing crime and the pleasure of
providing a cure. The paper claims that the pain and oppression
imposed on Kurds, especially Kurds living in Turkish
Kurdistan, have imprinted themselves on Anderson’s mind
confirming Jung’s argument of the universal, yet elusive nature
of the archetypes. Anderson’s physical presence among Kurds
helps transform the misery, anguish, struggle, and complex
identities of Kurds into a universal, humane question.

The study combines an interpretive, literary, cultural, and
most significantly psychoanalytical method and approach in
order to discuss the status of Kurds. Although Kurds are
situated away or are classified differently from Turks, Persians,
and Avrabs, they share borders and inhabit territories that have
profound effect on the construction of identities, the persona,
the shadow, and the self. Anderson’s drive in constructing the
novel is threefold. The first is to draw the attention of a global
readership to the miseries of Kurds, which is a call for attention
to a forgotten world. The second is to give a platform
particularly to Kurdish females to represent their hobbies,
desires, visions, and potentials and share them with the world.
The third purpose is to differentiate her individual
unconsciousness from that of the majority in the hope of
validating her characters’ voices and most meaningfully
emancipate herself from the burden of responsibility as a human
being who has witnessed firsthand the calamities brought upon
Kurds against their will. Our answers to the questions asked by
life “must consist, not in talk and mediation, but in right action
and in right conduct. Life ultimately means taking the
responsibility to find the right answer to its problems and to
fulfill the tasks which it constantly sets for each individual”
(Frankl 85). Anderson’s extensive conscious knowledge of
Kurds depends on archetypical premises which cannot be
totally controlled only by observation or inaction. The act of
crafting the novel can be considered as the integration of the
shadows. The story reconfirms the existence of Kurds and gives
some hope for a better future if not for the Kurdish question
then for the status and role of women.

Whereas secrets and fears, success and failures are examined
to reveal the hidden visions and dreams of the characters, their
collective unconscious are felt in various forms of images,
dreams, patterns of thinking, symbols, and archetypes. When
we want to examine “man’'s faculty to produce symbols, dreams
prove to be the most basic and accessible material for this
purpose” (Jung, Man and His Symbols 32). The study argues
that Anderson’s personal feelings are charged with those of
female Kurds who are strained to endure political assimilation,
social hardship, individual and feminine struggle and
patriarchal exploitation. The significance of the research is the
conformation of Anderson’s conscious understanding and a
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promotion for the recognition of Kurdish people’s right to live
and be accepted as human beings.

Il. THEPSYCHE

In Jung’s psychoanalytical model, the psyche is considered
as a dark site in which spiritual and instinctual energy flow
simultaneously to form a potential. The psyche “is made of
processes whose energy springs from the equilibration of all
kinds of opposites. The spirit / instinct antithesis is only one of
the commonest formulations” (Jung, Structure and Dynamics
207). The psyche is divided into two major parts: first, the outer
world which consists of the consciousness and its major
components which are the persona and ego. The conscious
seems to stream “into us from outside in the form of sense-
perceptions. We see, hear, taste, and smell the world, and so are
conscious of the world” (Jung, Structure and Dynamics 140).
Second, the inner world which consists of the unconscious and
its major components which are the shadow and anima/animus.
The unconscious is “the storehouse of those painful experiences
and emotions, those wounds, fears, guilty desires, and
unresolved conflicts we do not want to know about because we
feel we will be overwhelmed by them” (Tyson 12). Whereas the
self lies in the center of the model representing totality of one’s
personality, archetypes which are “ideas and images” (Jung,
Structure and Dynamics 227) can be considered as extensions
of the psyche and they only represent themselves when they
become unconscious.

I1l. THE PERSONA CONSTRUCTION

The persona is the construction and projection of multiple
social images and public facets in various settings to look
friendly, acceptable, and to fulfill widespread expectations of
society. “The persona is that which in reality one is not, but
which oneself as well as others think one is” (Jung, The
Archetypes 123) Persona construction is an attempt to avoid
being considered as unwanted and unwelcomed. The creation
of the persona is predominant in big families especially in those
families that are related by blood, tribal affiliation, religious
doctrine, and political interest. Children who live in big families
usually identify with the male figures more than with the female
figures. They are more likely to be inspired by those who
exercise power and are working outside so that they can be
accepted and adapt socially. The major families in the novel are
big, imposing social demands upon the members to conform to
the rules that are embedded within the tribal conventions.
Observing the affairs of the house and daily interactions
between father and mother, children are expected to learn and
abide by the commands of the male members without being
taught through a script. Children in big families improvise by
relying on their own creative minds although their imagination
is hampered by strict unwritten tribal guidelines.

Burhan and Aysel have twelve children out of whom six are
males and six are females. Being born and raised in pastoral and
agricultural societies, the children have to depend on collective
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work to function and survive. The structure of Kurdish society
is known to be patriarchal and hierarchal in which males exert
physical power in order to rule rather than to negotiate or
compromise. Ruya, in her family and as a guerrilla fighter on
the mountains, attempts to live up to what is expected of her
socially and politically. In order to be functional in the social
matrix, Ruya and her siblings are required to contribute to the
organization and duties of the household. To accomplish
national responsibility, Ruya, Songul, and two brothers, Aden
and Magnat, choose to join the resistance fighting for
preserving “customs, language, and homeland” (Anderson 41).
On the one hand, this would prevent them from feeling
regretful, disposable, cowardly, weak or being accused of
harboring anti-national tendencies. These labels are embedded
within the collective unconscious of Kurds. Additionally,
Ruya’s instincts and cognitive potential seem to be encouraged
by the narrator’s desire and existing knowledge of the Kurds to
let her roam. On the other hand, behind the perilous journeys
into the mountains and unfamiliar cities is the hope for a better
tomorrow and the proclivity to acquire individual
independence, which is the realization of the personal
unconscious.

Ruya’s personal life and family history confined her in the
village. This confinement and the practice of family and village
customs stifled her consciousness. Family, Tyson argues, is
very important in psychoanalytic studies because “we are a
product of the role we are given in the family-complex™ (13).
The restriction suspends her potential and pushes her wishes to
the dark closet and becomes unconscious. Jung states that the
personal unconscious “consists firstly of all those contents that
became unconscious either because they lost their intensity and
were forgotten or because consciousness was withdrawn from
them (repression), which never had sufficient intensity to reach
consciousness but somehow entered the psyche” (Jung,
Structure and Dynamics pp. 151-152). Ruya is capable of
putting up with the burden of sticking to clan codes, but that
comes with a heavy price as she gets raped. In order for her and
her youngest sister, Sakina, to connect with the psychic inner
world and to avoid being constantly fragmented, they have to
withdraw from the outer world.

Sakina’s success as a medical student and doctor, with
financial support from an anonymous benefactor, despite
cultural assimilation, social degradation, and political
oppression, is what Jung calls “the reemergence of the hero
from the monster’s belly with the help of a bird, which happens
at the moments of sunrise” (Jung, Structure and Dynamics 37).
Sakina’s entrapment could indicate transitory regression, but
the recommencement of progression could only be achieved
when the monster is confronted and defeated. Although
regression is the “forgetting or ignoring of unresolved conflicts,
unadmitted desires, or traumatic past events, so that they are
forced out of conscious awareness into the realm of the
unconscious” (Barry 92), it is a fundamental prerequisite for a
successful achievement of individuation. The individuation
process is a “relatively rare occurrence, which is experienced
only by those who have gone through the wearisome but, if the
unconscious is to be integrated, indispensible business of
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coming to terms with the unconscious components of the
personality” (Jung, Structure and Dynamics 223). The persona
creation is fluid and elastic based on the personal and collective
roles required to play. While the representation of the
superficial layer of our personality formulates peculiar
identities that conflate with who we really are, one of the
ramifications of over-identification with the persona is the
limitation it brings with itself. Although Sakina and Ruya could
not preserve the structure of their family in the village as their
family is shattered due to multiple political, social, financial,
and ethnic complications, their personal endeavors and
advancement indicate the construction and the realization of a
persona that is neither fixed nor doomed.

The village is depicted as antithetical to the progress of
women. “In the village things never changed. It was especially
unsafe for girls to have ideas or want anything to change. Her
[Ruya’s] grandmother told her girls should not ask for anything,
even from Allah in prayer” (Anderson 58). Ruya’s
transformation is only almost complete when she makes use of
interchangeable energy. The more Sakina and Ruya separate
themselves from the norms of the village, the more secure and
more independent they become. Their psyche is calmer and
their sense of comfort is hardly disturbed as they get far away
from home and as the story progresses. The psychological
adaptation is brought about as a result of an advance in their
personal endeavors to migrate and relocate. Similarly, when
Alev, who becomes a third wife of a much older man, relocates
to another place, she finds it less suffocating and more
accommodating. This relocation is a necessary requirement for
the formation of an unconscious that is less repressed and more
functional.

Whereas Ruya’s migration and success are concurrent with
Sakina’s medical achievement, Aliye’s deadly marriage and
fatal death are indicative of entrenched tribal maladies that need
to be cured in and outside of the village. The village symbolizes
backwardness and it is associated with violence and bad luck,
especially for women. In Kurdish culture and collective
imagination, earth is considered as woman. Woman is nature.
When Aysel, Ruya’s mother, is sick and her disease is
incurable, her desperate ailment and death at a Turkish-run
hospital metaphorically represent the condition of a village that
need to change. Anderson astutely inspires Aysel’s children to
grow both emotionally and physically and to stop being
attached and too dependent on the mother/village. They need to
learn to explore the world on their own and become independent
to survive. Anderson, in this scene, dismantles the archetypal
symbolic aspect of one’s traditional attachment to land and she
argues that the physical presence of the land/mother is not
enough to live with respect and dignity.

On the contrary, migration and traveling provide the
opportunity of harnessing wisdom, experience, and knowledge.
This could be the reason Anderson’s main characters relocate.
Although physical and moral risks are involved while
travelling, particularly for women from conservative families,
the fascination and the lure of exploration outweighs the
danger. Ruya’s journey could be seen as an attempt to translate
her circumstances into achieving individuation. Her self-
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realization is achieved when she over-stretches herself and goes
beyond what is forced upon her in creating a specific kind of
social persona. To surpass village mentality and bring
substantial change to her persona, strong individual effort and
energy are required. Jung states: “the greater the tension
between the pairs of opposites, the greater will be the energy
that comes from them: and the greater the energy, the stronger
will be its constellating, attracting power” (Jung, Structure and
Dynamics 26). Whereas the village norms entrap women even
if they are passionate about reading and education, travelling is
appealing to the mind as it offers a rich source of learning and
inspiration; it provides being exposed to exotic cultures and
landscapes. In Anderson’s estimation, education and travelling
are sources of self-definition and they facilitate the successful
process of individuation.

The village becomes nightmarish for girls who are either
deprived of school, “condemned to a lifetime of housework and
child bearing” (Anderson 202), raped and killed for honor,
betrothed to an older man to become a second or third wife,
forced into child marriage or all of those horrendous events
together. Aliye, who is an avid reader and is Ruya’s younger
sister, resorts to books and her imagination to find refuge in a
hostile world divided by social conventions, financial
embargos, and political oppression. It is expected that she will
further her way, but her life ends tragically. Village customs
embolden the polarization of certain traditions such as child
marriage that manufactures more violence in the long run.
Children, especially girls like Aliye, are trained early to tightly
hyper identify with preserving ancestral norms and
conventional morality and not reading books.

The village itself is introduced as having “small brown houses
and crooked stone streets” (Anderson 17) displaying the
necessity of a departure from it. Aliye feels “trapped and
restless in their small village” (Anderson 56) and helpless, “like
the dry rubble blown by the wind” (Anderson 59). Sikacsu is
where Ruya gets raped by two soldiers. Aliye’s husband, Omar,
makes her feel exposed and naked, rapes her, calls her a stupid
village girl, beats her and scars her face. “Bitterness flooded
through her... she felt more of an object than ever, a dummy
playing a role for the crowds” (Anderson 137). She protests
against Omer’s continuous physical and emotional abuse, but
Omer flatly tells her that she is his wife and he owns her, stating
“I have the right to do whatever I want” (Anderson 166).
Likewise, Esra, Ruya’s friend, gets raped and as a result takes
poison to safeguard her family’s reputation.

There was a fixed role for women in her village, and that
was to marry and have many children. A woman who
dressed or acted differently from the others was considered
to be damaging her family’s honor. She might even be
killed for bringing shame on her family, if she went away
to school or work. A few like her sister, Ruya and Songul,
had run away from the village, but most were afraid to.
Aliye knew she was also afraid, so she hid herself in
dreams most of the time. (Anderson 57)

Anderson considers the only truthful way to go forward in life
and to battle retrograde principles is education, but children
from the village are confused as they are exposed to different
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teachings. Their teachers tell them they are mountain Turks, but
guerrillas who come to the village tell them they should be
proud to be Kurds. When the guerrillas enter the village for
recruiting, the narrator introduces them to the villagers as
“strangers” (Anderson 16). The sense of disconnection implied
in these scenes embodies Anderson’s proclivity to deprive Ruya
and other young people of the village from welcoming or
adopting a political persona. Ruya’s political endeavors for
national independence and social recognition do not serve her.
Those years that Ruya spent in her village, Sicaksu, were very
“strict” (Anderson viii) and on the mountains were “hard times
back then, with much suffering. So many had died” (Anderson
vii).

The novelist’s lenses are more concerned with highlighting
arranged  marriages,  patriarchal  persecution,  female
Subjugation, and honor killings, than with Turkey’s cultural
assimilation policies and political cruelty. The first reason for
this tendency is marriage makes girls “fear the separation...new
brides were often kept confined in their new houses for long
months at a time...although marriage was inevitable for a
Kurdish girl, this leaving home and going to strangers was so
painful” (Anderson 88). They wished to go to sleep and never
to wake up. The second reason is as Malcolm Gladwell argues
“culture of honor tends to take root in highlands and other
marginal fertile lands” (193). National sovereignty and
independence are sidelined. The focus is oftentimes on social
problems such as poverty, ignorance, rape, abusive
relationships, the commodification of women, and feudal
family rulings as well as the culture of dowry, charity,
hospitality, and wedding ceremonies. One of the fundamental
reasons Anderson concentrates on the value of education is
because people’s self-worth in tribal societies who live on rocky
mountains is bound with family bonds and herd mentality that
can cause the thrashing of one’s individual pursuits.

Anderson dismantles the village completely. The village
norms, including the culture of honor, are relatively ripped to
pieces. The five sisters are separated. Sakina and Ruya are not
confined to the duty of the household, demolishing the idea
which restricts women to only raise chickens for their eggs and
ducks for their meat, to only process wool from sheep and milk
the cow, to only preserve fruit and weave the garments, to only
get pregnant and sacrifice their whole lives for nurturing
children. Women are not only seen as the source of suffering
and death, but also as resilient humans that can defy being
shackled. On the one hand, Aliye’s punishment and murder by
her brother indicates that traditions we inherit from our
ancestors do matter as they play a role in the formation of
mindsets. On the other hand, her death shows educational errors
in typical Kurdish families and the necessity of change through
education.

Ruya and Sakina are rewarded both financially and status-
wise once they consider other options to go forward. The
novelist traces the causes of backwardness in Kurdish society
due to parents being oblivious of the transformative power of
education. Ruya’s grandmother and people her age “scolded”
(Anderson 3) fathers who allowed their daughters to attend
schools. Education for them is something inherently shameful.
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The village standards and the burdens of being a Kurd under the
rulings of the Turkish State ultimately cut off potentials of the
psyche. Education is bound with creativity and freedom, but
they are prevented from earning it and enjoying it. Hence, that
creative aspect is relegated to the unconscious to be hidden. It
is this very internal split that the narrator works on to bring to
the surface so that education is validated and ego-preservation
is solved. Sakina chooses education instead of the “narrow
paths through the mountains” (Anderson 39) or being married
from an early age. Ruya is successful only when she abandons
the mountains and the village habits.
She [Ruya] realized that she felt better than she had ever
felt before, and she saw that the women surrounding her
all shone with health and confidence in a way she thought
was beautiful. She began to realize that her previous life,
the life of a village woman, made women weak and fearful
and old before their time. She discovered inside herself a
growing passion to free her sisters, and all women, from
the virtual slavery that was the lot of Kurdish village
women. (Anderson 49)

Both male and female characters are trapped in the village.
Their egos are choked and their personas are sabotaged. When
the ego is suffocated, the person convinces themself to do
whatever is possible to find a venue in order to present
something special. The person does not care much about the
consequences of certain actions. All that matters is to vent the
frustration. Whereas the false ego does not have high purposes
as it enjoys making use of low resolution and cheap skills, real
ego “comes from acting out your dharma for the highest
purposes” (Shetty 176). When a person constructs an unhealthy
self-image, pretension, misjudgment, selfishness replace
responsibility and a meaningful life. A meaningful life is only
possible when we make of choices that are not based on the
proclivity to impress others.

However, for Burhan and Aysel’s children life decisions and
personal choices get complicated because they live in an
oppressive environment. And this probably is the reason some
of their children try their utmost to impress others. Their
choices are counterproductive and they end up being miserable.
Their ego craves recognition. When Ruya and Songul, a
younger sister, join the recruits, they find out that it is not only
them but also other girls from neighboring villages who joined
the resistance are suffering from similar abuses. Ruya
“sometimes felt secretly that the enemy was as much their own
village culture as it was the Turkish State” (Anderson 49). Even
though Songul is determined to join the freedom fighters and
rejects her father’s will to stay, she as well as two of her
brothers, Aden and Magnat, are killed in the mountains.
Similarly, boys of the village and male characters in general are
either killed in military skirmishes, get into car accidents and
die or remain handicapped, abandon their wives, get into clan
fights, beat and disgrace women or keep them as dishonored
prisoners, remain jobless, or are forced to join either Turkish
military or go to the mountains. Likewise, the physical and
psychological conditions of the five sisters in the family, in the
villages, and in the mountains do not allow a successful
transformation and construction of the persona because village
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life and mentality entrap them.

The persona refers to a socially constructed mask which
allows ego to attempt to adapt itself in various religious, tribal,
political, and cultural settings even though this conscious
adaptation does not necessarily achieve the desired result.
Female characters obtain development in the novel not through
politics or reserving village rules which imposes certain kinds
of persona, but because of their engagement in education and
migration. Ruya abandons the mountains after spending some
time as a guerrilla fighter and migrates to America. Sakina
becomes a doctor. These transformations confirm the
importance of pursuing the power of knowledge and not
weapons. Hence, the proclivity to enhance the Kurdish question
as a political right is relegated.

Although the collective unconscious representations of the
Kurds are shaped by the political primordial images Kurds are
known for worldwide, the novel does not concentrate on the
issues of nation-building. Attempting to adapt to society’s
expectations, the persona hinders the culmination of self-
education and individuation. The persona acts as a predicament
between the self and human reality. Society’s expectations of
Ruya and Sakina force a kind of pretense. Avoiding being
embarrassed or punished, children develop a tendency to
imitate and harness certain acts that would bring them
acceptance but not proper individuation. When the persona is
repressed, passivity becomes a norm and emotions get stifled.
Emotional outbursts are predicted when opportunities offer
themselves.

Consciously trying to either impress or conceal, an
individual/actor realizes that the performance of the persona
does not match with who a person really is. Morality, hence, is
compromised. The persona is not who we are, but rather how
we act, improvise, and oftentimes desperately want to impress
others so that they can accept us. The persona is the publicized,
distorted, misleading side of the conscious manifestation of
who we are not. The process of putting on masks to achieve a
purpose, avoid being rejected, or attain a goal starts from
childhood. This could be the main reason Anderson supports
the education of children. The loss of sense follows once
children fail to harness a parent’s love and society’s acceptance.
When a person is exposed to certain tribal, social, and political
teaching for too long that rewards imitation, the person starts to
become the thing s/he is trained to be and not who s/he
authentically is. Anderson’s insistence on education rather than
politics to encourage Kurds might be an attempt to present
Kurdish females as individuals who have the capacity to
become educators and doctors. This shift is essential from the
novelist’s perspective because in order for women to avoid
being stranded within the confines of the household, they have
to be active in public life and create the persona that works for
them best.

IV. THE SHADOW REALIZATION

The concept of the shadow has originated from Jung’s
psychoanalytical observations and theories of the human
psyche. The shadow lies in the center of the unconscious part
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of the psyche. It is a psychological blind spot that is home to
the repressed and subliminal part of the persona. It is located in
the unconscious mind that aims at obfuscating what we consider
as the incompatible nature of the conscious. Anderson
encounters her shadow releasing her anger at the cruelties that
Kurds are exposed to and at the same time creating characters
she resonates with because certain repressed traits of the
personality never completely leave us. It is worth considering
that Jung highlights two types of shadow: the personal shadow
which refers to the dark side of an individual and the collective
shadow which is the dark side of society. Anderson also
becomes the voice for the voiceless Kurdish women and girls
who are insistently oppressed by both social restrictions put
upon them against their wills and various other forms of threats
that thwart the construction of their identity.

The shadow is the “growing awareness of the inferior part of
the personality, which should not be twisted into an intellectual
activity, for it has far more the meaning of a suffering and a
passion that implicate the whole man” (Jung, Structure and
Dynamics 208). When Salih kills Aliye, his own sister, it is not
only Aliye who has died but also those traits, attachments of
Salih’s personality that he cannot cope with as a result of being
scared or terrified by society’s judgment. His misjudgment
backfires. Killing brings more suffering as it is an act that
distracts Salih from learning and prevents himself from an
opportunity to treat his anima healthily. Salih’s action signifies
the failure of the government and the failure of the village
mindset. Salih- who is brought up in an oppressive and tribal
environment- kills his anima denying himself a chance to
develop his mentality and to change. The feminine aspects that
are nested in men are called the anima. In other words, Salih
kills his own mother/nature. “Just as the character of a man's
anima is shaped by his mother, so the animus is basically
influenced by a woman's father. The father endows his
daughter's animus with the special coloring of unarguable ,
incontestably "true " convictions-- convictions that never
include the personal reality of the woman herself as she actually
is” (Jung, Man and His Symbols 189).

Whereas the animus is the masculine traits in women, the
anima is the woman within. Both are situated near the shadow
part of the unconscious. Both are cultivated while growing up
and are heavily influenced by various authoritative figures. The
impact of cultural conventions and heritage is also inevitable in
the formulation of a functional anima/animus. The integration
of the feminine characteristics such as empathy, protection,
endurance, politeness, and generosity, and the masculine
features such as discipline, assertiveness, adventurous,
guidance, and leadership, help in the process of refining one’s
journey. Denying the recognition and the realization of these
typical archetypes or attempting to disintegrate common,
observable anima/animus traits cause the projection and the
manifestation of a sense of inferiority. Whichever part of the
personality that is refused by the persona will be relegated to
the shadow as the shadow provides a temporal secure place for
protection.

Hoping to mystify and conceal destructive and unfulfilled
thoughts and traits of what we really are socially, we tend to put
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on masks to beautify our persona. When the beautification of
the persona is rejected, people feel offended especially when
they do not have power to immediately retaliate. Thus, the
desire to avenge is transferred to the unconscious. Similarly, a
brother who confiscates the assertiveness of his sister might
actually be relegating his own inclinations to be assertive. To
be more precise, he lacks audacity to confront his boss to ask
for the increase in his salary and promotion even though he
deserves both. The repression of the shadow results from our
dislike of some traits that we either hate or like but in both cases
we are scared to express. Retaining both masculine and
feminine conscience is a necessary step towards a healthy
adulthood and a self-affirming life.

The shadow defends as well as oppresses. It defends
whenever there are judgments that degrade and it oppresses
whenever there is threat. Being scared of certain
mischievousness or adventures which are considered as
unacceptable, we tend to oppress. The shadow is the pushing
away of the unmet needs to the dark side of the psyche in order
to endure certain traumatic experiences. These traumas become
the personalities that split off and fragment the persona. Shame,
for instance, is a part of psyche that is invalid or at least
unwanted. The negative side of the shadow is the place for the
accumulation of low resolution habits. Threatening memories
from a broken marriage, dark childhood reminiscences, feelings
of unworthiness due to disagreements with a partner or
manager, wrong decisions, and strenuous relationships in which
one is cheated on. These are unfortunate circumstances that
make progress through life complicated. The effects of these
complicated experiences drag people down if they are not dealt
with successfully. The shadow is compressed as harmful
experiences get compiled. Carrying around those suppressed
tenets of the psyche will eventually turn into malevolent,
resentment, and a desire to take revenge. Suppression is
essential in the novel because there is a desire to supersede it;
hence, these opposites create energy and that is what the
novelist and the reader unconsciously need in order to continue
reading- so the whereabouts of the characters are revealed.
Similarly, for the Kurdish question to remain relevant and alive
and the novel to function, they should be projected onto others
unconsciously. The narration is to recognize in this conflict the
power of storytelling and the rightful demands of the Kurds
which should not be neglected. The visionary representation of
various conflicts, characters, and settings speak to a greater
whole of the novelist and the collective unconscious of human
psyche in which the shadow is located.

The novelist chooses education as a major archetype and as
a way forward for the characters because obviously education
provides a need for validation and a mental growth. Anderson’s
emphasis on education is to turn herself as a mother who not
only wishes the best for her children but also shoulders the
responsibility to be the guide to walk the characters through
peril and to possibly reach a safe spot. Anderson does care about
the condition of Kurdish people. “Care and concern imply
another aspect of love; that of responsibility. Today
responsibility is often meant to denote duty, something imposed
upon one from the outside. But responsibility, in its true sense,
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is an entirely voluntary act; it is my response to the needs,
expressed or unexpressed, of another human being. To be
responsible means to be able and ready to respond” (Fromm
26). It is basically a lack of education and proper parenting due
to big families and oppression that the characters are either
killed or migrate.

The transformation of the main characters into various
versions of themselves allows the story and the readers to
linger. Even though a lot of bad choices are made and that
certain characters’ lives are chaotic, Anderson does not sound
judgmental as she brings the past and the future to the present
to integrate the pain so that the support that is needed for
restoration and resolve is achieved. Anderson walks Ruya from
her past self to the current self to free her from the burdens and
unresolved brutalities of her childhood and adolescence. The
narrator showcases Ruya’s resilience that outweighs doubts
society has about women. Henceforth, insecurities about
females imbedded because of cultural limitations are brought to
the surface. Even though Anderson hyper identifies with the
plights of Kurds and discards their backward viewpoint
regarding the status of women, she does not seem to be
interested in thoroughly shaming village life as she maintains
her composure and does not lose her artistic skills weaving the
narrative structure.

Dedicating major chunks of the narration to highlight the
complication of being a female in a Kurdish family and
constantly struggling to survive in a torn land, Anderson
interweaves the story of five sisters into the matrix of the novel
hoping to bring the cause of women to the forefront. However,
she does not seem to be oblivious in highlighting deep-rooted
tribal mentalities that a few of her female characters are
adopting due to being brainwashed or fearful. Shahrazadahe,
Omar’s mother, is associated with dominance as she is
indifferent to understanding her daughter-in-law’s pain. She
blames Aliye for not preserving the family’s reputation.
Shahrazadahe accuses Aliye of being cold during the gathering.
The real pleasure in life for women according to Shahrazadahe
is to conceive children. It is typically expected from women to
please their husbands and raise children.

A man has physical appetites that women do not share, but
it can be pleasant for us, too. More important, this is the
means by which we conceive children, and that is our real
pleasure in life. If you please Omer, so that he likes to
come to you and doesn’t go elsewhere for his satisfaction,
then you will soon have ababy on the way. When you have
born him a son, he will value you as a person and take
pride in you as his wife. You will have standing in the
family and in the community. You must take pains to
please him in every way so that he gives you many
children. Do you understand? (Anderson 149)

Anderson’s attempt is to make readers internalize emotional
fear Kurds live with daily as a result of being exposed to
bombardments and torture. The fate and destiny of the five
sisters, at the beginning, are shown to end in almost the same
way taking into account their family’s meager conditions.
Events, routines and immediate realities of everyday life are
repeated while they are still in the village. However, Ruya and
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Sakina’s successful journey demonstrate Anderson’s desires to
replace rustic activities with medical experimentation, trade,
and travelling.

V. THE SELF CREATION

‘No matter how dark the nights are, the sun always rises in
the morning, regardless of who was able to sleep and who
couldn’t, and regardless of who wants the darkness to
continue and who prays for it to evaporate. Green shoots
appear in the fields in defiance of sorrow and pain.’
(Brifkani 248)

The shadow and the persona are various impoverished
representations of the self. The onset of the process of creating
the self involves a journey towards within. The self is the
archetype of wholeness which is achieved, realized, derived
from the integration of the shadow and the persona. The self
transcends the dichotomy of good versus evil, light versus
darkness, or angel versus Satan. “The self is not deemed
exclusively "good" and "spiritual”; consequently its shadow
turns out to be much less black. A further result is that the
opposites of "good" and "spiritual" need no longer be separated
from the whole” (Jung, AION 63). It can be both at the same
time as it is aware of the limitations as well as strengths of an
individual. The memories of death in the family, the news of
their younger sister Aliye being killed by their brother Salih are
relentlessly harrowing. But Sakina’s and Ruya’s adversity
make them stronger and add to the quality of their life.

Ruya does not completely leave her life behind as she comes
back to her birthplace after many years. She takes untrodden
territories and that is exactly where Anderson plants the seeds
of hope in order to harness individuation and a successful
integration of the self. Ruya’s return to her homeland, despite
her knowledge of the tradition which is created by collective
norms, is a stimulation that her character needs for the
integration of the opposite poles and further advancement. The
completion of the self is to be found only when there is a
balance between the conscious and the unconscious. The self is
not prejudiced against a certain archetype but accepts both traits
to cultivate wholeness. “The self embraces both masculine and
feminine...and depicted as a composite whole in mandalas that
are drawn spontaneously by patients” (Jung, AION 64) The
cultivation of the self means a person is aware and knows and
accepts both their evil and goodness, but they tend to choose the
good.

Although both Cansu, the village farm, and Sikacsu are filled
with massive violence and that Ruya and Sakina like other
characters are restrained, the only pathway for them to witness
a different outcome and the creation of a true self is to go
beyond the social, political, and gender limitations. In one
scene, Sakina is socially degraded and is told she cannot stay at
university, but her determination to carry on makes her stand
strong. She consistently avoids running her life on autopilot.
Also, Ruya’s interpretation of the realities of her life turns into
a blessing as she does not surrender in her worst days. The
challenges escalate her vision to look inside in order to prove
the ownership of her life. Her movements light her way up
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which awakens her endless compassion for a new beginning,
even though the story as a whole throbs with bloodshed and
murder. While Ruya is raped in her village farm and witnesses
the death of her family members on the mountain, she does not
surrender to suicidal thoughts. She rather, albeit with heavy
heart, carries on; as a result, the reader is inspired. Despite
physical and emotional tragedies of her family, she bears them
as if she is meant to ascend. The novel could not have been
made if Ruya and Sakina were weakened. In order for the novel
to be remembered, the characters need to be strong enough to
rise and achieve an intact self.

One of the self-transformation processes suggested
throughout the narration is to focus on education which helps
development within. The novel is an imaginative meditation on
the ideas of destiny and free will. Out of the twelve siblings,
only two transform and make it to be successful. In an exchange
with Ibrahim who gets engaged with Sakina, she says: “Life is
so short in the East. My mother and father, three of my brothers
and two of my sisters are dead” (Anderson 211). Alev becomes
the third wife to a man who is much older than her. The novel
gives sufficient opportunities to the main characters to switch
roles and grow and embody different duties. The story furthers
the thought that actions bring change and not being crippled
with feelings of doom. Education is activity and energy and
when this inherent power is made use of, internal and external
change are predicted. We are no longer exploited, neither
socially nor politically. It is not negative relationships that
cause the deterioration of the capacity to cope with the
hardships of life but over-attachment to a tribal mentality that
considers education as a barricade for girls to have a respectful
life. Lack of education entails exploitation and
misrepresentation. Education provides an opportunity to be in
touch with oneself, to be in harmony with people. This
attachment to the true self is itself an act of transcending the
false ego and the restrictions it creates. “Egotism often masks,
then transforms into, low self-esteem. In both circumstances,
we are too wrapped up in ourselves and how other perceive us”
(Shetty 181). A true self brings one to resonate with valid values
than with resentment, judgmental mentality, and malevolence.

Even though several female characters end up experiencing
heart-wrenching deaths, women are not engaged in trade and
business, and women’s status are identified by their relationship
to males, Anderson does not allow her characters to thoroughly
surrender. Ruya, as an archetypical representation of Kurdish
females, has to endure the killing of his brothers and sisters, has
to bear being deprived from attending school, has to tolerate
harsh conditions of life in the village and on the mountainous
areas, and has to stand being worried not to marry at an early
age. These dangerous experiences add to the creation of a self
that helps in becoming her own hero and to rescue herself.
Failing to liberate her brothers and parents does not undermine
her inspiring journey through threatening places to achieve an
intact self. Her return and to a degree her desperation to
reconnect with family, after spending years abroad, provides
emotional relief and a successful integration of the positive
dimensions of the culture of hospitality and warm family
gatherings.
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Although being accustomed to life far away from home,
Ruya finds it difficult for a while to reinstate herself after her
return. A sense of belonging to certain cultures and being
brought up in a place called home become integral parts of the
human psyche. Emotional and physical attachment to home are
best captured by Malala Yousafzai, the youngest Nobel Prize
laureate, in We are Displaced where she states, “I am grateful
to the United Kingdom for the warm welcome my family and |
have received. But not a day goes by when I don’t miss my
home. | miss my friends and the taste of Pakistani tea that has
been boiled with milk on a stove and sweetened with sugar (46).
The smell of the sail, the taste of home-made food by mother,
breathtaking scenes of the valley and the mountains, family
gatherings, the memories of waiting for the father to come home
after work, sibling quarrels and competitions, the sound of local
music — these are all major parts of one’s psyche and upbringing
that they will never forget. Ruya’s return is not only an act of
resistance against political imprisonment and patriarchy
resulting from being born in a traditional village, but it is more
an act that is based on the memories, moments, people, images,
places, events, and experiences that are grounded in her heart
and are essential for creating a self that is functional.

The novel is a marriage between pain and a proclivity to
surpass the pain. Pain is inevitable. The novel is a painful,
traumatic narrative not to only remove a clannish thorn in the
body but also to work around it to soothe the suffering of the
lingering effects that are hurtful both emotionally and
physically. Growing up in various traumatized settings,
Anderson’s characters create empathy as well as journeys in
which they are scarred for their whole lives.

No one had happy memories of Cansu, Sakina thought.
Her memories were of too little food, and terribly hard
work, and mother dying, and Alev, Ruya and Aliye going
away, and Kadir being found dead and then Ridvan being
hurt so badly. Then father and Hassan being murdered.
Lastly, Salih, whom she loved especially because he read
stories to her and talked to her about interesting things, had
killed Aliye and was going to be in prison for years and
years. (Anderson 200)

The real effects of the thorn that is pended in the memory is
the internalization of the fear, the malevolence, and the
resentment which construct everlasting identification with
certain emotional, traumatic events. Ruya’s return to her
hometown is an attempt to reframe the story of her life as well
as the manifestation of the power of women to not only stick to
or hold on to those moments in which one became scarred. Ruya
needs to create a life one wishes they had. Even though the
novel starts with her returning home showcasing the scenes of
crumpled mountains which set the tone of pain and hardship,
her attempt is to wear a set of clothes that would allow her not
to numb the fear of the thorn but to feel comfortable wearing it.

The novel combines both suffering and hope, but none
sounds right at least for Aliye whose husband rapes, bruises,
beats, and degrades her. She thinks of suicide but regrets it. For
her, “hope has died, but the will to live had not” (Anderson
160). Although Aliye is killed by Salih, her younger brother, for
running away from her husband and bringing shame to the
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family, Omer, Sakina and Ruya do not discredit the amount of
burden they shouldered when they were young and that is where
light appears to augment their potential. They do not brush over
the suffering even if the suffering is attached or imbedded; they
rather personify womanhood harboring notions of resilience
and attempting to prove destiny wrong. Sakina comes from an
almost broken village that practices ideas of patriarchy. She has
ambition to further her way through education, but the
education system is as broken as clinging to masculine
principles. Her determination with the support of her aunt
enables her to stand still and she eventually becomes a doctor.
Anderson is an emphatic witness who listens to and writes
about the sufferings the Kurds go through. She humanizes her
characters and makes them relevant not only because they are
politically and culturally landlocked but also it is because, as
Jordan B. Peterson argues, since we are born human “we are
guaranteed a good dose of suffering” (xvii). Undoubtedly,
wicked politicians and corrupt social systems cause pain, but
one of Anderson’s main purposes crafting the novel is to
confirm that pain is real, that relationships are necessary, that
aging brings wisdom, and more meaningfully that in the depths
of human psyche there is a need for education, for further
progress.

CONCLUSION

Archetypes are universal modes of thinking, patterns of
thought, images, and dreams that have certain characteristic
features in common. This commonality facilitates the process
of transmitting knowledge and wisdom across generations. It
builds bridges to communicate, share human intelligence, and
learn from each other’s pain and success stories. The present
paper investigated psychoanalytic conceptualizations of
archetypes in Kit Anderson’s Five Sisters: A Modern Novel of
Kurdish Women in order to familiarize readers with not only the
universal nature of suffering, but also certain character’s
determination and audacity to go beyond a tortured past.
Anderson’s vision provided implications that were consistent
with Jung’s theories of archetypes. Jung’s theoretical outline of
archetypes suited Anderson’s depiction of characters who were
exposed to certain kinds of emotional and physical pain that are
universal. Some pains have the potential to reawaken reader’s
empathy to show solidarity with certain characters they admire.

This research drew on a fictional work to represent to readers
the universal nature of archetypes so that they can find their
own ways if they confront similar circumstances. Ruya spends
most of her youth in places surrounded by fear, terror, and
death, but Anderson gives opportunities to Ruya to travel, to
become, to focus on the future by virtue of her own grit. That is
where a glimpse of meaning and hope is found. Jung’s central
focus is on the philosophy of becoming rather than the
philosophy of having become.

The novel confronts women subjugation as the major
characters are not stuck. The novel begins with conflicting
flashbacks in which Ruya “shivered, recalling countless nights
in icy caves. Then, with a rush of love, she remembered the
clean cold air...the pain of fallen companions and the loneliness
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of night watches” (Anderson vii). Anderson creates different
types of characters reflecting the diverse nature of life and
humans, but those characters who shine are the ones who equate
their self-worth with their very existence despite restrictions by
outside forces.

Ruya has to detach herself from the village to bring internal
change. She recalls those harsh moments in which she fought
as a guerrilla against the Turkish army, but she does not forget
to mention and remember the joy of finding Anwer’s love.
“Love is the ultimate and the highest goal to which man can
aspire” (Frankl 49). Anderson chooses to empower her major
characters with what happened to them even though some of the
events in their life are agonizing. Major characters do not have
a lot of options in front of them as fear, rage, sense of
abandonment, uncertainty, disillusionment, guilt are
predominant. The main characters are vulnerable but not weak.
The novel immerses us with tragic death, but the story is not
devoured by despair. This aspect of the novel substantiates
Jung’s philosophy of becoming. Ruya and Sakina are forward-
looking; they have a well-developed sense of education and
independence.

The novelist’s unconscious is charged with both the harsh
realities of the Kurds and with the successful female individual
stories. This approach allows the novelist to plant the seeds of
light that permits the main characters to work through, that lets
the novel to be read by a global readership, that potentially
warms the hearts. Five Sisters is a spiritual as well as physical
journey of a typical Kurdish family in which the most intriguing
motive is the transformative power of education and travelling.
People worldwide have a strong desire for education and to be
educated. Sakina’s successful journey could motivate readers to
take the same path. Her story could be interpreted as an example
of archetype that would allow readers to conceive a glimmer of
light.

The story is set in a small Kurdish village in which time has
stopped because events and experiences have been repeated and
are the same. The earth, the mountains, the animals, and the
weather do not add anything of importance or memorable to the
daily routines of the villagers. They all suggest a monotonous
and rough life where men and women get battered and
exhausted. Sikacsu is located on the border representing no
man’s land. Life in it is short and torturous. Hence, Anderson
justifies its destruction.

The creation of intense dramatic scenes about murder, rape,
forced marriage, and clan rule makes it difficult for the
narrator(s)/ Anderson to bond with village life. This is another
justification for the total demolition of Sikacsu. Although
archetypical images of Kurds are repetitive and that scenes of
violence and torture are devouring throughout, what makes the
novel captivating is its endeavor to humanize the main
characters in their search for preserving their responsibilities,
elevating their souls, and upholding their relationships.
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A Pragmatic Analysis of the Speech Act of
Warning by Kurdish EFL Learners in Social
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Abstract— Language is considered as a social behavioral
phenomenon for human beings. It is the essential tool for
communicative interaction among people. Humans use language
to convey their thoughts, feelings, and wishes to others. Language
is enriched by the speakers who use language for a specific purpose
in a specific situation to convey meanings that help the language
user to transmit information. Moreover, situational meanings are
delivered by different forms of language use that occur in various
contexts.

In this paper, the speech act of warning has been examined to
identify ten social situations applied on EFL Kurdish senior
students at the English department. The research method adopted
is a qualitative and a quantitative approach to analyze the data.
The selected situation consists of 5 options introduced to the
selected participants to select the suitable answer for warning
strategies according to their knowledge and experience. The
analysis focuses on two aspects: firstly, identifying the warning
strategies that are expressed explicatory or implicitly and secondly
on examining the verbal and nonverbal warning speech act.
Austin (1962) and Searle (1971)'s theoretical framework of
Warning speech act have been used in the analysis of the data. The
results and findings of the analysis show that Kurdish EFL
participants can competently interact with the implicit and explicit
speech act of warning in the selected social situations, as well as
that warning strategy can impact the participants’ verbal, non-
verbal communicative skills in their reactions.

Other findings show that Kurdish EFL participants use
directness in expressing warning strategies in some situations, as
well as indirectness in others. In the latter, the Kurdish
participants develop politeness strategies in their answers to
different situations in order to maintain a positive face to the
addressees and help them not to face embarrassment..

Index Terms— Warning strategies, Verbal and Non-Verbal,
Explicit, Implicit Warning.

. INTRODUCTION

Human behavior is influenced by language. Language is the
main tools for human communicative interaction. Devito
(2015) defines communication as “the process by which we
assign and express meaning in order to achieve shared
understanding." Communication requires a diverse set of skills

including intrapersonal and interpersonal listening, observing,
speaking, questioning, analyzing, and assessing. These skills
are developmental in nature and can be applied to all aspects of
life, including home, school, community, work, and beyond.

It is worthy to be noted that sentences can serve a variety of
purposes. A single sentence can express a variety of functions.
A simple declarative sentence like 'This is my book', for
example, can be interpreted as a statement, an interrogative, an
exclamatory sentence, or an order. Another utterance: "I'll see
you in two hours," for example, can be interpreted to convey
the speech acts of warning, promise, or prediction. In this
sentence, three functions can be noticed. When we say, "Watch
out, the ground is muddy," we are performing the speech act of
warning someone to be aware for the muddy grounds when he
or she is crossing. The following sentence "I'll see you in two
hours" can be different from the above-mentioned sentences in
their interpretation of their speech acts of warning, promise, or
prediction. This is based on the speaker's use of the same words
in order to convey his or her message to the addressees. The
above-mentioned sentences exhibit information about the
addresser's and addressee's identities, the speaker's aimin using
the speech, and the context in which the sentence occurred.

In this paper, the researcher examines some warning
strategies given to the Kurdish EFL learners in the selected
situation to identify whether the warning strategy is expressed
explicitly, implicitly, verbally and nonverbally. In analyzing
the speech act of warning for Kurdish EFL learners, the
following research questions are addresses:

1. How can Kurdish learners interact with implicit and explicit
warning speech act strategies in selected social situations?

2. How does the addresser express and comprehend warnings in
specific social contexts?

3. Does the verbal and nonverbal wamning speech act strategy
influence the reaction of Kurdish EFL learners?

The aim of this study is to investigate warning strategy in
Kurdish social situations. In the next section, the previous
studies of warning speech act strategy will be introduced.
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Il. LITERATURE REVIEW

Speech Act Theory is a crucial theoretical paradigm that has
influenced the direction of linguistic investigation in this area
(Austin, 1962). According to Austin, statements can be divided
into three levels: locutionary, illocutionary, and perlocutionary
acts. According to Austin, the illocutionary acts that the
"power" of the below two statements and their performative
acts express the warning strategy:

1. “Don't run with scissors.”
2. “I warn you, don't run with scissors.”

The first utterance when expressed in a specific context has the power
of awarning. which could be stated in a performative act neither true nor
false. While the second utterance has a power too which is explicitly
convey a warning due to the presence of the verb ‘warn'. When
addressees hear the above statements, they recognize them as a warning
rather than behaving in any particular way in response to the warning
strategy.

According to Allwood (1977), the conventional content of the words
used in the situation often recognize the utterances of a certain type of
action whether implicit and explicit warnings. The following are some
of his examples:

(1) Thereisabull inthe meadow. (Implied Performative)
(2 | warn you there is a bull in the meadow. (Explicit
Performative)

The lexical content of warning, together with the indicative form of
utterance (2) above leads one to believe that the second utterance is a
warning rather than a promise. This means that no specific warning
norms are required except that the lexical conventions connect the
speech act of warning to its content.

Speech acts, according to Korta (2007), are communicative acts
carried out through oral or written use of language. Korta emphasizes
that a single speech act can be expressed in a variety of ways; for
example, he claims that the following utterances all express the same
functions, namely, warning: "'l bet that there's a dangerous animal there,"
"T guarantee that there’s a dangerous animal there," and "T warn you that
there's a dangerous animal there." The adjective dangerous is frequently
used to describe a warning speech act.

Opinions vary among researchers regarding the distinctions between
direct and indirect speech acts for expressing warning and threatening.
According to Holtgraves (1999), indirect speech acts are harder to
understand than direct speech and indirect speech takes much longer to
respond to than direct speech, since it requires more mental processes to
realize and understand. Teachers can utilize politeness strategies like
indirect speech forms to facilitate a face-threatening situation.

As an example, Austin (1962) utilizes the speech act of warning: that
can have the effect of deterrence, and saying something to dissuade can
have the effect of alerting or even alarming.

Warning strategies can be seen in statements conwveying danger,
watching out and watching up. However, the majority of research that
has systematically evaluated variances in the wording of warnings has
focused on individual's signal words like danger, warning, and caution.
Some signal words have been proven to represent distinct levels of risk
when delivered individually. The speech act of danger for example, is
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frequently ranked higher than Warning or Caution, yet perceptions of
Warning and Caution are nearly identical (Wogalter & Silver, 1995).

Nicoloff (1989) makes a distinction between threatening and
warning. The former is cooperative, and the latter is a uncooperative.
Warning is an act of collaboration where the addresser alerts the
addressee to be on guard against potential danger whereas threats are acts
of aggression. Furthermore, Austin distinguishes between threatening
and warning (cited in Recanati, 1987) when categorizing threats as
perlocutionary and warning as illocutionary.

One distinction Austin makes in relation to Speech act of warning is
that between implicit performatives and explicit performatives. The
intended illocutionary force of the imperative ‘Dont do it', for example,
isimplicit, as what the speaker has in mind by saying, itis not specifically
indicated. Due to the implicit nature of the clause, 'Dont do it' can be,
depending on the paralinguistic or kinesics cues given by the speaker,
and on the power or status relationship between the speaker and hearer,
awarning, a command, a request or an advice (1962).

According to Nicoloff (1989), “Informing, ordering, warning,
undertaking, i.e., utterances with a specific (conventional) force™ are
examples of illocutionary activities. “What we bring about or achieve by
speaking something, such as convincing, persuading, discouraging, and
ewven, say, shocking or misleading,” according to perlocutionary acts.
Austin focuses on illocutionary activities claiming that this is where we
can locate the "power" of a sentence and see how it is performed. "Dont
run with scissors," for example, has the power of a warning when
delivered in a specific situation. In the next section, the types of warning
strategies are introduced.

A. Warning Strategies

According to Merriam-Webster's dictionary. warning is defined as
"something (such as an action or a statement) that tells someone about
possible danger or trouble. Waming strategies have been classified into
four main strategies: requesting, alerting, threatening, and advising”
(2022) explained below in detail.

1) Requesting
Requesting can be performed by forming both imperative and
declarative sentences as shown below

Declarative sentences are sentences in which a subject is present and
precedes the verb. They are primarily associated with statements (Quirk
and Greenbaum, 1990). The following examples are imperative
sentences:

a- Please be careful, there is some wires are bare.
b-  Watch out! some wires are bare.

Utterances (a) and (b) abowe refer to the same situation which alert the
addressee in a polite way by using implicit warning and the word ‘please’
in (a) and explicit warning in (b). The first utterance (a) often expresses
the harshness of a direct request. While the second utterance expresses
the cautions of the warner by using the expression “watch out™.

Imperative sentences refer to a sentence which is in the form of a
command as inthe example of Pick up the book!

Imperative sentences do not always have the function of an order, as in
"Look what youve done now!" (Richards, 2010). In the below two
utterances:
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a- Don’tsit! it is wet.
b- Hey, do not sit, there is water! It’s dirty now.

The imperative sentences have been used in the negative forms to
signify requesting that may function as awarning. Utterance (a) is adirect
request which appears to convey a threatening speech act and the power
of the Warner's tone is clearly appearing in the use of the emphatic 'do' in
the negative form that tends to be a command, while in the utterance (b),
the warner asks the warnee to avoid sitting because the place is wet and

dirty.

2) Alert
An alert is awarning to prepare for an action against serious danger.
For example, in the utterance: "Watch up your steps”, the speaker is
clearly giving an alert to the hearer to be more cautious with his/her steps
without mentioning the reasons behind this alert which may be
interpreted as an insult that embarrasses the addressee.

3) Threatening
According to Brown and Levinson (1987), positive and negative face
universally exists in human culture. A face-threatening act is an act that
inherently damages the face of the addressee or the speaker by acting in
opposition to the wants and desires of the other. The following utterances
are the samples for the answers of the question raised in Situation (1) that
are shown to the selected EFL Kurdish participants.

a. Try to wake up earlier in order to be on time; otherwise, you
will be punished.

b.  This will be the last warning for you; I hope you do not repeat
it again.

Utterances (a) and (b) are uttered by the selected participants for the
first question in Situation 1 (section 4, p.8). They directly indicate that they
dislike some aspects of the hearer’s personal attributes (hearer’s
punctuality). Requesting expressed by threatening refers to the speakers'
beliefs that the hearer can do this request; otherwise, the hearer will be
punished. While threatening someone verbally can be analyzed, as the
speaker saying something to an addressee in order that the addressee
thinks that the speaker is going to cause harm to the addressee with the
purpose of frightening the addressee and thereby getting the addressee to
do what the speaker wishes. This finding is also supported by (Nicoloff,
1989).

4) Advising
Advising is another strategy used for expressing warning. The proper
example can be seen in Situation 1, option (C) in the questionnaire (in
the Appendix):
I will advise him/her in a proper manner and will explain the
disadvantages when he/she comes late to the class.

I1l.  METHODOLOGY

The research methods adopted in this paper is a qualitative and
quantitative approach for analyzing the speech act of warning of EFL
Kurdish learners in Kurdish social contexts. In the below sections, the
selected participants, data collection, data analysis and discussion about
certain previous work.
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A. The Participants

In this study, thirty native EFL. Kurdish university students have been
selected as the research population. The participants are senior students
who were selected at the university level because they are assumed to
have learned the appropriate sociolinguistic or social communication
principles that represent their cultures' norms. The participants are not
only required to follow any rules, but also to express their reactions to
gain realistic responses. Kurdish participants are asked to choose the
appropriate answer according to their knowledge and experience in their
mother tongue to identify the warning strategy in their responses to the
Questionnaire. The chosen participants are students from English
department at the university of Sulaimani. They have good English
backgrounds to choose the verbal and non-verbal communication skills
that make the English examples to be prioritized over Kurdish
transliterated examples to be written in the analysis. The examples are
taken from Kurdish social contexts. The utterances are originally
Kurdish, for ease of understanding, the given Kurdish utterances have
been translated into English to be used in the analysis. This is due to the
high level of the EFL learners’ skills of the English language that the
researcher finds that the English versions of the given situations are
sufficient for the analysis rather than giving the original Kurdish
transliterated versions.

B. Data Collection

The data for this study has been collected through a questionnaire.
The researcher has raised ten situations and has given them to the
participants who were asked how they would choose and respond to
those specific situations. The participant's responses to the selected tenth
situations are collected and then analyzed in detail.

C. Data Analysis

Four types of warning strategies including requesting, alerting,
threatening, and advising have been identified. In examining the data, the
researcher offers two general aspects. Each aspect will be examined in
the light of the warner’s and warnee’s viewpoints. to discover how many
Kurdish participants use the warning strategy verbally or non-verbally,
as well as expressing the warning explicitly or implicitly.

D. Questionnaire

In this section, the questionnaire includes ten questions that
consist of five options in the form of multiple-choice items
given in the selected Situations (1-10) have been introduced in
the Appendix. Some instructions about the steps of data
collection and analysis given too by the researcher in the
Appendix.

IV. ANALYSIS OF WARNING STRATEGIES TO THE EFL
KURDISH LEARNERS

In this section, the given questions in Situations (1-10) shown
in the Appendix have been answered by the EFL learners. The
below bar charts include the questions given in the Situations
and the chosen answers by the thirty EFL learners.
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Situation: 1

In the teaching educational institutio: you are a
teacher: one of the students comes late several
times, he is late again. How would you warn
him/her?

Journal of University of Human Development (JUHD)

a. Try to wake up earlier in

- —————————d 10%

b. This will be the last... — 40%
c. Il will advise him\her in... in— 20%
d. You have come on time. 0%

e. Other (please specify) 0%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%
Answer Choices Responses

a. Try to wake up earlier in order to be on 0
time; otherwise, you will be punished. 40.00% 12
b. This will be the last warning for you; | 0
hope do not repeat it again. 40.00% 12
c. | will advise him\her in proper manner
and explain the disadvantages when he\she 20.00% 6
comes late to the class.
d. You have come on time. 0.00% 0
e. Other (please specify) 0.00% 0
TOTAL 30

The result of Situation 1 indicates that 12 participants have
chosen option (a) which illustrate warning and threating speech
act strategies which are not explicitly expressed. Another 12
participants have chosen (b) which indicate that the warning act
has been explicitly expressed by the linguistic word ‘warning’,
6 participants have chosen (c) that signifies the warning speech
act expressed by the verb ‘advice’, options (d) and (e) have not
been selected by any participants.

Answer Choices Responses

a. I will shout on my brother, hey there 20.00% 6
is a cat.

b. Bro, there is a cat!!! Stop. 60.00% 18
c. Scream. Watch out there is a cat! 20.00% 6
d._There is a cat at the parking place, | 0.00% 0
think you should park somewhere else.

e. Other (please specify) 0.00% 0
TOTAL 30

The result of Situation 2 indicates that 18 participants have
chosen (b) which indicates that the warning act has been overtly
expressed by the verb ‘stop’ used in the imperative statement
which is a command. Six participants have chosen option (a)
which illustrates warning speech act which is explicitly
expressed by the verb ‘shout’ signifying that the speaker
seriously concerns about the cat’s life. Another 6 participants
have chosen (c) that signifies the nonverbal, warning speech act
of 'Scream’ to notify the addressee about the cat. Options (d)
and (e) have not been selected by any participants.

Situation: 3

In a public place: suppose that you spilled a bottle
of water on a seat in a public place. A person
wanted to use that seat, how would you warn

him/her?

a. Excuse me, the seat is... bl 10%
b. Hey, do not sit there isa... 0%
c. Shake my hand and point... e 10%
—— 307
0%

d. Don't sit! It is wet.

e. Other (please specify)

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
Situation: 2
In a car park: your brother wants to park Answer Choices Responses
his car somewhere. You see a small cat in
1 0,
the same place your brother wants to park a. Excuse me, the seat is not clear. 10.00% 3
at, how would you warn him? E.OVHvey, do not sit there is a water! It’s dirty 0.00% 0
a. I will shout on my... kel 20% c. Shake my hand and point to the seat. 10.00% 3
. i ay R =——— : :
b. Bro, there is a catlll Stop 60% d. Excuse me; the seat is very dirty; some water o
c. Scream. Watch out there... il 20% was spilled. 80.00% 24
d. Thereis a cat at the... 0% oth | . 0.00% 0
e. Other (please specify) = 0% . Other (please specify) U
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% TOTAL 30

The result of Situation 3 illustrates that 24 participants has
chosen (d) which indicates a polite warning speech act that has
been overtly expressed by the polite phrase 'Excuse me', as well

JUHD | e-ISSN: 2411-7765 | p-ISSN: 2411-7757 | doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.21928/juhd.v8n4y2022.pp23-32



Journal of University of Human Development (JUHD)

as explaining the reason why the speaker is claiming that. Three
participants have chosen option (a) which illustrates a polite
indirect warning which is expressed by the phrase ' Excuse me".
Another 3 participants have chosen a non-verbal signal
expressed by the lexical items 'shake hand' and 'point to' the
seat' which are warning gestures to warn the addressee that the
seat is not clean. Options (b) and (e) have not been selected by
any participants.

Situation: 4

In the classroom: some of the electric
wires are bare in your class room. A
student is coming towards the wires.,
how would you warn him?

a. Please be careful, there... i —  70%
b. Take care, do not touch it! kel 10%
c. Hey look, look at the... 0%
d. Shout on, watch up your... sssd 20%
e. Other (please specify) 0%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%
Answer Choices Responses

a. Please be careful; some wires are bare. 70.00% 21
b. Take care, do not touch it! 10.00% 3
c. Hey look, look at the wires! 0.00% 0
d. Watch up your steps. 20.00% 6
e. Other (please specify) 0.00% 0
TOTAL 30

The result of Situation 4 indicates that 21 participants have
chosen option (a) which illustrates a warning speech act which
is explicitly expressed verbally by the lexical item ‘please’
signifying that the speaker politely concerns about the hearer's
safety. Three participants have chosen (b) which indicates that
the warning act has been overtly expressed by the imperative
phrases 'take care' s and ‘do not touch it’ signifying that the
former conveys concern and the latter expresses confirmation
by the addresser in order that the addressee avoid touching the
wires. Six participants have chosen (d) to signify the warning
speech act used by the addresser carries a nervous tone giving
the impression of nuisance boredom. Options (c) and (e) have
not been selected by any participants.
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Situation: 5

A coffee break: you offered coffee for
your friend. You drank first. You felt that
the coffee was too hot to drink, how
would you warn your friend?

a. By using gesture that the... 0%
b. Be careful the coffee is... i—" 30%
c. Shake my head and tell... ks 10%

d. I think the coffee is t00... ———— 60 %
e. Other (please specify) 0%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%
Answer Choices Responses
a. By using gesture that the coffee is hot. 0.00% 0
b. Be careful the coffee is very hot. 30.00% 9
g. _Shake my head to notify him/her not to 10.00% 3
rink.

d. I think the coffee is too hot to drink. 60.00% 18
e. Other (please specify) 0.00% 0
TOTAL 30

The result of Situation 5 indicates that 18 participants have
chosen option (d) which illustrates a verbal warning speech act
which is explicitly expressed by the cognitive verb ‘think’
signifying that the addresser presents his cautious neutrally
about the proposition that 'the coffee is too hot to drink'. Three
other participants have chosen (c) which is expressed by the
non-verbal signal 'shake my head' to express a non-verbal
warning speech act to notify the addressee to be aware not to
drink.

Nine participants have chosen (b) which signifies that the
warning act has been overtly expressed by the imperative
statement using a verbal expression: 'be careful' signifying that
the addresser is rather direct and cautious. Options (a) and (e)
have not been selected by any participants.

Situation: 6

In the classroom: the students who have a
lecture are talking with each other and
making noise, how would you warn
them?
a- Don’t make noise. |— 30%
b- By using gesture that... kel 10%

c- Give them a strict... I —— 60 %
d- Shake my hand and... 0%
e. Other (please specify) 0%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%
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Answer Choices Responses

a- Don’t make noise. 30.00% 9
b- Using gesture to avoid making noise 10.00% 3
c- _lee_them a strict warning using the 60.00% 18
university rules.

d- Shake_my hand and point them not to 0.00% 0
make noise.

e. Other (please specify) 0.00% 0
TOTAL 30

The results of Situation 6 indicates that 18 participants have
chosen option (c) which indicates an explicit warning speech
act which is expressed verbally by the imperative statement
'give them a strict warning' to warn the students to follow the
university regulation. Nine participants have chosen (a) to
express a verbal warning speech act expressed by the
imperative statement 'don't make noise' to make an order that
the students must be quite during lectures. Three participants
have chosen option (b) to express a nonverbal gesture to warn
the students for being quiet. This warning is nonverbal. Options
(d) and (e) have not been chosen by any participants.

Situation: 7

In the kitchen garden: you notice that
your sister is unaware of the broken glass
on the ground behind her, how would you

warn her?

a- | will shout on my sister,... ——f 20%
b- Shake my hands and tell... . 0%
c- Watch out! There is... i ———  60%
d- Sweetie, there is broken... i@ 20%
e. Other (please specify) 0%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%
Answer Choices Responses

a- | will shout on my sister, hey there is 20.00% 6
broken glass everywhere.

b- Shake hands and tell her not to go. 0.00% 0

- ] i

c- Watch out! There is broken glass 60.00% 18
everywhere!

d- Sweetie, there is broken glass 20.00% 6
everywhere.

e. Other (please specify) 0.00% 0
TOTAL 30
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The result of Situation 7 indicates that 18 participants have
chosen option (c) which illustrates a verbal warning speech act
which is explicitly expressed by the imperative statement
‘watch out' to strongly confirm that a broken glass is
everywhere. Six participants have chosen (a) to express a
nonverbal warning 'shouting' to warn the addressee about a
broken glass. Another six participants have chosen a polite
indirect language to warn the addressee about the broken glass.
This warning is verbal. Options (b) and (e) have not been
selected by any participants.

Situation: 8

Replace an Electrical Outlet: your brother is
trying to replace burnt out electrical outlet at
home, how would you warn him?

a- Be sure that the power is... s  30%

b- By using gesture and warn... 0%

c-Don't do it! There is a naked... L  60%

d- A shout to be aware of any... jusdl 10%

e. Other (please specify) 0%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Answer Choices Responses

a- Make certain that the power is 30.00% 9
disconnected.

b- By using gesture and warn him that it’s 0.00% 0
dangerous.

- ] i i i

c- Watch out! There is a naked wire behind 60.00% 18
the outlet!

d- A shout to warn that a wire is naked. 10.00% 3
e. Other (please specify) 0.00% 0
TOTAL 30

The result of Situation 8 indicates that 18 participants have
chosen option (c) by the imperative statement 'watch out' to
express a verbal warning to warn the addressee that 'there is a
naked wire behind the outlet’. Nine participants have chosen (a)
which is expressed by a giving an advice to be ‘certain’ to warn
the addressee to check the disconnection of the power of the
wire. Three participants have chosen a non-verbal signal
expressed by the lexical item ‘shout' which is a nonverbal
warning direct gesture to confirm the danger of the naked wire.
Options (b) and (e) have not been selected by any participants.
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Situation: 9

Non-Smoking Area: when someone is
smoking in public place, how would you
warn him?

a- Maybe you didn't notice,... — 30%
b- Shake my hands and tell... 0%

c- Would you please put... —— /0%
d- By using gestures to... 0%

e. Other (please specify) 0%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%
Answer Choices Responses

a- Ma_ybe you didn't notice, but this is a no- 30.00% 9
smoking area.
b- Shake my hands and tell him/her not 0.00% 0
allowed.
c- Would you please put your cigarette out? 70.00% 21
d- By using gestures to warn him/her not to 0
smoke. 0.00% 0
e. Other (please specify) 0.00% 0
TOTAL 30

The result of Situation 9 indicates that 21 participants have
chosen option (c) which illustrates a verbal warning speech act
which is explicitly expressed by the polite statement ‘would you
please' to ask the addressee to put your cigarette out" to express
a warning in the form of polite requesting. Nine participants
have chosen (a) to express a probable nonverbal warning ‘'may
be' to address the listener that smoking is not allowed in this
area. Options (b), (d) and (e) have not been selected by any
participants.

Situation: 10

You are a football team coach. You
see that the team players are not
training hard enough. You think that
they may lose the match. How would
you warn them?

a- shout during a football... &8 10%
B 10%

c- A shout to encourage... d 50%

e 30%
e. Other (please specify) 0%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

29
Answer Choices Responses
a- shout during a football match to warn a team-r
that a player of the other team is right behind. Of 10.00% 3
call to pass the ball quickly.
b- Shake hands and tell them to be aware. 10.00% 3
c- A shout to encourage players to play a long ba 50.00% 15

the penalty area.
d- By using different hand gestures and hand pos

0,
to communicate their ideas during the game. 30.00% 9

e. Other (please specify) 0.00% 0

TOTAL 30

The result of Situation 10 indicates that 15 participants have
chosen option (c) which illustrates a nonverbal warning speech
act which is expressed by the noun 'shout' to encourage the
player to send 'a long ball into the penalty area'. The addresser
knows that the players are not well-trained because of this, the
coach guides the players to score a goal. Nine participants have
chosen (d) to express a nonverbal warning 'hand gesture' to
warn the players to exchange ideas for supporting each other to
win the match. Three participants have chosen (a)

a nonverbal warning speech act which is expressed by the
verb 'shout’ to warn the team-mates 'to pass the ball quickly'

This warning is nonverbal. Another three participants
have chosen a nonverbal signal gesture used by the addresser (a
team coach) to warn the team-player and be cautious in their
performance. Option (e) has not been selected by any
participants.

V. FINDINGS AND CONCLUSION

In this paper, the speech act of warning has been examined to identify
ten social situations applied to 30 EFL Kurdish senior students at the
English department. The research method adopted is a qualitative and a
quantitative approach to analyze the data. The selected situation consists
of 5 options introduced to the participants to choose the suitable answer
for warning strategies according to their knowledge and experience. The
analysis focuses on two aspects: firstly, on identifying the warning
strategies that are expressed explicitly or implicitly and secondly on
examining the verbal and nonverbal warning speech act. The results of
the analysis show that Kurdish EFL participants can competently
interact with the implicit and explicit warning speech act strategy in the
selected social situations, as well as that warning strategy can impact the
participants’ verbal, non-verbal communicative skills in their reactions.

The following findings have been drawn from the analysis of warning
strategies:

1. In Situation 1, twenty-first participants have used a verbal
warning speech act which is explicitly expressed by the
polite statement 'would you please’. Twelve participants
have chosen option (a) which illustrate warning and
threating speech act strategies which are not explicitly
expressed. Another 12 participants have chosen (b) which
indicate that the warning act has been explicitly expressed
by the linguistic word 'warning'.
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In Situation 2, eighteen participants have chosen (b) which
indicates that the warning act has been overtly expressed
by the verb ‘stop’ used in the imperative statement which
is a command. Six participants have chosen option (a)
which illustrates warning speech act which is explicitly
expressed by the verb ‘shout’ signifying that the speaker
seriously concerns about the cat’s life.  Another 6
participants have chosen (c) that signifies the nonverbal,
warning speech act of 'Scream' to notify the addressee
about the cat.

In Situation 3, twenty-four participants have chosen (d)
which indicates a polite warning speech act that has been
overtly expressed by the polite phrase 'Excuse me', as well
as explaining the reason why the speaker is claiming that.
Three other participants have chosen option (a) which
illustrates a polite indirect warning which is expressed by
the phrase ' Excuse me'. Another 3 participants have chosen
a non-verbal signal cue expressed by the lexical items
'shake hand' and ‘point to' the seat’ which are warning
gestures to warn the addressee that the seat is not clean.

In Situation 4, twenty-first participants have chosen option
(@) which illustrates a warning speech act which is
explicitly expressed verbally by the lexical item ‘please’
signifying that the speaker politely concerns about the
hearer's safety. Three participants have chosen (b) which
indicates that the warning act has been overtly expressed
by the imperative phrases 'take care's and ‘do not touch it’
signifying that the former conveys concern and the latter
expresses confirmation by the addresser in order that the
addressee avoid touching the wires. Six participants have
chosen (d) to signify the warning speech act used by the
addresser

In Situation 5, eighteen participants have chosen option (d)
which illustrates a verbal warning speech act which is
explicitly expressed by the cognitive verb ‘think’
signifying that the addresser presents his cautious neutrally
about the proposition that ‘the coffee is too hot to drink".
Three other participants have chosen (c) which is expressed
by the non-verbal signal 'shake my head' to express a non-
verbal warning speech act to notify the addressee to be
aware not to drink.

In Situation 6, eighteen participants have chosen option (c)
which indicates an explicit warning speech act which is
expressed verbally by the imperative statement 'give them
a strict warning' to warn the students to follow the
university regulation. Nine participants have chosen (a) to
express a verbal warning speech act expressed by the
imperative statement 'don't make noise' to make an order
that the students must be quite during lectures. Three
participants have chosen option (b) to express a nonverbal
gesture to warn the students for being quiet. This warning
is nonverbal. Nine participants have chosen (b) which
signifies that the warning act has been overtly expressed by
the imperative statement using a verbal expression: 'be
careful' signifying that the addresser is rather direct and
cautious.

7.
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In Situation 7, eighteen participants have chosen option (c)
which illustrates a verbal warning speech act which is
explicitly expressed by the imperative statement ‘watch out'
to strongly confirm that a broken glass is everywhere. Six
participants have chosen (a) to express a nonverbal
warning ‘shouting' to warn the addressee about a broken
glass. Another six participants have chosen a polite indirect
language to warn the addressee about the broken glass.
This warning is verbal.

In Situation 8, eighteen participants have chosen option (c)
by the imperative statement 'watch out' to express a verbal
warning to warn the addressee that ‘there is a naked wire
behind the outlet'. Nine participants have chosen (a) which
is expressed by a giving an advice to be 'certain’ to warn
the addressee to check the disconnection of the power of
the wire. Three participants have chosen a non-verbal
signal expressed by the lexical item 'shout' which is a
nonverbal warning direct gesture to confirm the danger of
the naked wire.

In Situation 9, twenty-first participants have chosen option
(c) which illustrates a verbal warning speech act which is
explicitly expressed by the polite statement ‘would you
please' to ask the addressee to 'put your cigarette out" to
express a warning in the form of polite requesting. Nine
participants have chosen (a) to express a probable
nonverbal warning 'may be' to address the listener that
smoking is not allowed in this area.

10. In Situation 10, fifteen participants have chosen option (c)

which illustrates a nonverbal warning speech act which is
expressed by the noun 'shout' to encourage the player to
send ' a long ball into the penalty area’. The addresser
knows that the players are not well-trained because of this,
the coach guides the players to score a goal. Nine
participants have chosen (d) to express a nonverbal
warning 'hand gesture' to warn the players to exchange
ideas for supporting each other to win the match. Three
participants have chosen (a) a nonverbal warning speech
act which is expressed by the verb 'shout' to warn the team-
mates 'to pass the ball quickly' Another three participants
have chosen a nonverbal signal gesture used by the
addresser (a team coach) to warn the team-player and be
cautious in their performance.
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APPENDIX

This appendix contains the questions raised in the Situations
given in the questionnaire which includes 10 questions that
consist of five options in the form of multiple-choice items
given in the selected Situations (1-10). Some instructions about
the steps of data collection and the analysis given too by the
researcher.

Dear participants,

The researcher is conducting a study entitled A Pragmatic
Analysis of the Speech Acts of Warning in Kurdish Social
Contexts. | kindly appreciate your participation by answering
these questions carefully and accurately. This research is
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intended for an educational use only, and the information you
provide will be kept confidential.

Thank you.
The Researcher
General Information

Sex: male female

Age

Instruction: read the following situations carefully and then
choose what you believe to be the intended warning speech act
conveyed by the given utterance appeared in the multiple-
choice items. Please circle the correct letter of the correct
answer:

Situation 1: In the teaching educational institution, one of
the students comes late several times. He is late again, how
would you warn him/her by the following choices?

a. Try to wake up earlier in order to be on time; otherwise, you
will be punished.

b.  This will be the last warning for you; | hope you do not repeat
it again.

c. | will advise him\her in proper manner and explain the
disadvantages when he\she comes late to the class.

d. Youhave come ontime.

€. Other (please specify) (-......cenee. ).

To write down your answer just select the letter (a, b, ¢, d or €)

Answer

Situation 2: In a car park: your brother wants to park his car
somewhere, you see a small cat in the same place your brother
wants to park at, how would you warn him?

I will shout on my brother, hey there is a cat.

Bro, there is a cat!!! Stop.

Scream. Watch out there is a cat!

There is a cat at the parking place, | think you should park
somewhere else.

e, Other (please specify) (............ ).

oo o

To write down your answer just select the letter (a, b, ¢, d or €)

Answer

Situation 3: In a public place: suppose that you spilled a bottle
of water on a seat in a public place. A person wanted to use that
seat; how would you warn him/her?

a  Excuse me, the seat is not clear.
b.  Hey, donot sit, there is a water! It’s dirty now.
c.  Shake hand and point to the seat.
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d.  Excuse me; theseat is very dirty; some water was spilled.
e.  Other (please specify) (........vvennne. ).
To write down your answer just select the letter (a, b, ¢, d or €)
Answer
Situation 4: In the classroom: some of the electric wires are

bare in your classroom. A student is coming towards the wires,
how would you warn him?

Pop o

Please be careful, there is some wires are bare.
Take care, do not touch it!

Hey look, look at the wires!

Watch up your steps.

Other (please specify) (-.....cuvvnnnnn... ).

To write down your answer just select the letter (a, b, ¢, d or €)

Answer

Situation 5: A coffee break: you offered coffee for your friend. You
drank first, you felt that the coffee was too hot to drink, how would you

warn your friend?
a.  Using gesture that the coffee is hot.
b.  Be careful the coffee is very hot.
¢.  Shake my head and tell him\her not to drink.
d.  Ithinkthe coffee istoo hot to drink.
e Other (please specify) (-.....covvuuvnnen ).

To write down your answer just select the letter (a, b, ¢, d or €)

Answer

Situation 6: In the classroom: the students who have a lecture
are talking with each other and making noise, how would
you warn them?

a- Don’t make noise.
b- By using gesture that making noise not allowed.
c- Givethema strict warning using the university rules.
d-  Shake my hand and point them not to make noise.
e-  Other (please specify) (............... ).
To write down your answer just select the letter (a, b, ¢, d or €)
Answer
Situation 7: In the kitchen garden: you notice that your

sister is unaware of the broken glass on the ground behind
her, how would you warn her?

a_
b-

I will shout on my sister, hey there is broken glass everywhere.
Shake hands and tell her not to go.

Journal of University of Human Development (JUHD)

Watch out! There is broken glass everywhere!
Sweetie, there is broken glass everywhere.

Other (please specify) (............... ).
To write down your answer just select the letter (a, b, ¢, d or €)

Answer

Situation 8: Replace an Electrical Outlet: your brother is
trying to replace burnt out electrical outlet at home, how would
you warn him?

Be sure that the power is disconnected.

By using gesture and warn himthat it’s dangerous.
Watch out! There is a naked wire behind the outlet!
A shout to be aware of any danger.

Other (please specify) (.-..oevevnnennn.. ).
To write down your answer just select the letter (a, b, ¢, d or €)

Answer

Situation 9: Non-Smoking Area: when someone is smoking
in public place, how would you warn him?

Maybe you didn' notice, but this is a no-smoking area.
Shake my hands and tell himvher not allowed.

Would you please put your cigarette out?

By using gestures to warn hirmvher not to smoke.

Other (please specify) (......coueuvennnn ).
To write down your answer just select the letter (a, b, ¢, d or €)

Answer

Situation 10: you are a football team coach. you see that the
team players are not training hard enough. You think that they
may lose the match, how would you warn them?

a_

shout during a football match to warn ateam-mate that a player
of the other team is right behind. Often a call to pass the ball
quickly.

Shake hands and tell them to be aware.

Ashoutto encourage players to play along ball into the penalty
area.

By using different hand gestures and hand positions to
communicate their ideas during the game.

Other (please specify) (............ ).
To write down your answer just select the letter (a, b, ¢, d or €)

Answer
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Hate Speech Forms and Implications in English
and Kurdish Social Media

Aseel Muhammad Faiqg, Midya Subhi Noori
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Abstract— Social media platforms have become a favorable way
of communication, sharing opinion and views about different
topics around the world freely. Freedom of expression or free
speech is the right to say whatever one likes; it has been sometimes
conflated with hate speech. The latter is a public communication
that expresses hate or advocates violence toward a person or group
based on their race, religion or sex. The aim of the current study
is to see the reactions of Kurdish and English commentators on
similar political posts on Facebook platform, and what forms of
hate speech were used more in each of them based on Bahador’s
(2020) Intense Scale of Hate Speech model. After analyzing three
similar posts, it has been concluded that the majority of the
English commentators used negative character, while the majority
of the Kurdish commentators used Dehumanization and
Demonization, in which it was only found in one comment on the
English posts.

Index Terms— Facebook, Free speech, Hate speech, Political
posts, Social media.

. INTRODUCTION

Social media has become a priority in our daily lives, and has
made it easy for people to communicate with each other.
Through the social media, users express their feelings freely.
Personal  communication, news  consumption, and
entertainment have all shifted to social media. Simultaneously,
social media reflects the rising of ideological division that can
be seen in politics, religion, the environment, and issues of
gender and sexuality. In recent years, people have shown their
anger and disagreements by using hate speech in their
comments on various posts. Hate speech is not a new
phenomenon, but has unique qualities that provide new
challenges in the online platforms (Santos, Amaral & Simoes,
2020).

Coliver (1992) refers to hate speech as any expression and
manifestation that is directed to abuse, insult, intimidate or
harass, led by an open or underlying message of violence,
discrimination and hatred towards an individual’s belonging to
a group of different race, nationality, ethnicity or religion, etc.

According to the definition by the Council of Europe (1997)
hate speech is any type of language that spread, encourages,
support, or excuse racial hatred, xenophobia, anti-Semitism, as

well as other types of discrimination based on intolerance,
which include: aggressive nationalism and racialism,
discrimination and hatred towards minorities, migrants, and
individuals of immigrant background.

Moreover, another definition of hate speech made by
Bahador (2012), states that to begin any definition of hate
speech, it is necessary to look at the two main words
individually: hate and speech. Hate is an emotion of human that
may be triggered or heightened by certain sorts of information.
Hate is defined by a long-term hate, a lack of empathy, and even
a wish to hurt specific targets. Hate speech is commonly
considered to be directed towards persons or groups who share
immutable characteristics such as nationality, religion, race,
gender, age, or sex. Speech, on the other hand, encompasses a
wide range of mediums, including spoken words or utterances,
text, pictures, videos, and sometimes even gestures. In fact, hate
speech is typically defined widely, and involves insults,
discrimination, dehumanization, demonization, and violent
instigation. However, because of the term's concentration on the
human feeling of hate and its overall vagueness, a number of
philosophers have questioned its use and proposed more precise
language, such as dangerous, fear, and stupid speech (Bahador,
2012).

Il. FREE SPEECH VS. HATE SPEECH

Dealing with the meaning and forms of ‘hate speech’, one has
to mention free speech. Since both hate and free speech are
concerned with the expression of ideas and feelings, some
individuals may find it difficult to distinguish between the two.
The ability to say anything one wants is known as free speech.
It is acceptable to have opinions and to disagree with
other's opinions. The right to free speech, sometimes known as
the right to be heard, allows people to express themselves
without fear of retaliation, censorship, or interference from the
government. In a democratic society, this freedom may be
subject to formalities, conditions, limits, and penalties by the
law. This right includes freedom for the press to present their
opinions and liberty of the citizens to express their grievances
through petitions or protests (Articlel9, 2020). Hate speech, on
the other hand, is any form of expression that intends to attack
aperson or a group by inciting violence or prejudice on the basis
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of attributes such as race, religion, ethnicity, sex, disability, sex,
and others. Some perceive it as a part of free speech and is either
legal or illegal depending on the governing administration
(Kibler, 2015).

Despite the thin line between free and hate speech, they
should not be conflated with each other. Free speech is often
referred to as freedom of speech or freedom of expression,
notwithstanding their distinctions. It is mainly described as
encouraging debate by liberally but politely presenting the two
sides of an issue, respecting limitation and protecting minority
groups by practicing tolerance and respecting the diversity that
each group brings. It is also against hate crimes, and is more
humane. People may publicly express their ideas, opinions, and
beliefs due to free speech. Having these characteristics, free
speech leads to the society’s growth. On the flip side, hate
speech leads to the community’s deterioration by inciting harm
or violence against others. It discriminates the minority by
disseminating offensive remarks. Consequently, it creates
unnecessary factions within a society due to the aggressive
content which may further encourages violence by deliberately
offending the other party and supporting discriminatory acts. In
sum, hate speech incites abuse, degrades society and often leads
to social punishment (O’Sullivan, 2019).

I1l. HATE SPEECH IN THE SOCIAL MEDIA

With the spread of online hate culture in the social media and
the demand for effective responses growing louder, study in the
topic has recently accelerated. Studies look into the content and
tactical operation of online hate speech. Academics provide
ways to deal with the harmful phenomena based on their
findings. Whereas digital communities were formerly
unimportant to those researching far-right communications,
they are now an essential element of the field of study on hostile
politics (Bogerts & Fielitz, 2019).

Jaki and Smedt (2018) analyzed over 55.000 tweets that
include hate speech by German users during a period of nine
months in order to give an insight into the most targeted people
in social media. Jaki and Smedt found that the Muslim refugees
are the most targeted group by social media hatred in Germany.
According to their findings, hate speech is characterized by
several forms of persuasive speech actions, including
expressive speech (angry speech frequently accompanied by
emoji), directive speech (asks for action followed by hash tags),
as well as forceful, commissive, and indirect speech.

One of their main insights is that extreme right groups around
the world are assertively cooperating to achieve shared goals,
like trying to keep refugees out of Europe, cancelling hate
speech laws, and electing far-right populist politicians by
adopting common online interaction techniques, such as "in-
group jokes and memes, idioms, and military vocabulary."
Another method used by fans of online hate society is the
intentional spreading of rumors and fake information to build a
poisonous image (Ibid).

Hate groups nowadays use the internet and social media to
reach a larger audience. People can tell who wrote a piece of
paper if they write their name on it. Similarly, if someone gives
a speech, everyone can see who is speaking. On the other hand,
on the internet, anyone can use any name they choose and build
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any website they want - all while remaining anonymous.
Anonymity frees internet users from obligations, allowing them
to express themselves in ways they would not dare to utter in
person. Because the users remain anonymous. (Tsesis, 2001).

Oboler (2019) states that, the more the content is available,
the more harm it may do to the victims and the offenders will
be empowered. One can restrict the exposure if one deletes the
information early on. It is the same as cleaning up litter; it does
not make people quit polluting. However, if one does not
address the issue, it will continue to grow and worsen.

IV. FORMS OF HATE SPEECH

Around the world, hate speech is on the rise, and the language
of exclusion and marginalization has crept into media coverage,
online platforms and national policies. Communities are facing
problematic levels of intolerance and prejudice to the extent that
hate speech began to be conflated with hate crimes (Article19,
2020).

Different classifications have been proposed by different
scholars to classify ‘hate speech’ according to the intensity of
hate. Parekh (2012) states that there are specific characteristics
that differentiate hate speech from other types of speech, first,
it is directed toward a specific group or individuals with
irrelevant characteristics. Second, by stigmatizing the target
group, the target group need to change those features which is
considered as unacceptable in order to be accepted. Finally, the
target group is considered as unwelcomed member of a group
not trusted and is accused to be dangerous to the society.

Waldron (2012) identifies two dangerous types of messages
in hate speech that expose different groups to vulnerability. The
first message is directed at the victims and intends to
dehumanize or ridicule them and to make them feel unwelcome
in the society. Similar to this, hate speech’s overall aim is to
defame its targets by labeling them as terrorists, supporting
their removal from society, depriving them of their human
rights, holding them responsible for the conduct of other group
members, using double standards, etc. (Jakubowicz et al, 2014).
The second message, on the other hand, is aimed at the rest of
the society and intends to encourage people into thinking that
there are some like-minded individuals who agree with the idea
that the certain groups of society should be excluded and not
tolerated (Waldron, 2012).

Post (2009), states that hate speech can be defined in terms of
the harms it will cause, such as physical violence or
discrimination; or it can be defined in terms of its intrinsic
properties, such as the type of words it uses; or it can be
defined in terms of its relation to dignity principles; or in terms
of the ideas it conveys. Each of these concepts has its own set
of benefits and drawbacks.

V. BAHADOR’S (2020) MODEL OF HATE SPEECH

Bahador (2020) presented six categories of hate organized
into three typologies based on the "us vs. them" dichotomy. In
these three typologies, there are other groups that differ in
strength. A color, number, title, explanation, and examples for
each category were assembled into a Hate-Speech Intensity
Scale and presented as a table to make the scale easier to
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understand. These six different types are described in the next
section. The "early warning" typology encompasses categories
1 to 3; category 4 contains the dehumanization/demonization
typology; and categories 5 and 6, the most serious, entail
incitement to violence and murder. These are shown in table (1)
below:

1
|

Rhetoric ncludes lteral killng by~ Killed, annihilate,

6. Death
. group. Responses include the literal = destroy
death/elimination of a group
5. Violence Rhetoric includes infliction of Punched, raped,

physical harm or metaphoric
. aspirational physical harm or death.
Responses include calls for literal
violence or metaphoric/ aspirational
physical harm or death
Rhetoric includes subhuman and

starved, torturing,
mugging

4. Demonizing and Rat, monkey, Nazi,
. Dehumanizing

superhuman Characteristics. There  demon, cancer,
are 1o responses for #4. monster
3. Negative character Rhetoric includes nonviolent Stupid, thief,

characterizations and insults. There

are no responses for #3.

Rhetoric includes nonviolent actions  Threatened, stole,

associated with the group. outrageous, act, poor

Responses include nonviolent treatment, alienate

actions including metaphors.

1 Disagreement Rhetoric includes disagreeing atthe = False, incorrect,

. idea’belief level. Responses include | wrong, challenge,
challenging claims, ideas, beliefs, or = persuade, change
trying to change their view. minds

Table 1. Hate-Speech Intensity Scale. (Adopted from Bahador, 2020).

aggressor, fake, crazy

2. Negative actions

The three typologies that govern the whole dimensions are
explained more in the following subsections:

A. DEHUMANIZATION AND DEMONIAZATION

Dehumanization is the act of treating people like pigs, rats,
monkeys, or even trash or diseases. Rwanda is a notable case in
point because of its long-standing conflict between the Hutu
and Tutsi ethnic groupings. The nation’s Hutu-led revolt in 1959
marked the beginning of the crisis. The Tutsis have been viewed
as inferior and helpless ever since, sometimes being referred to
as cockroaches. Kangura is the name of a newspaper published
by the government. It has a significant impact in stoking hatred
between the two major ethnic groups. In 1994, the tension
resulted in a genocide (Jakubowicz et al, 1994). The
presentation of some groups, particularly the out-group, as less
than human is known as dehumanization. They should be
viewed as a hated single creature that has been stripped of its
own identity and humanity. The in-group exists on the
periphery, freed of all responsibility for encouraging or
engaging in violence against them. After all, the aggression is
now focused at inferior, generally hated, and already disposable
organisms rather than at other people (lbid).

On the other side, demonization is the representation of a
group as superhuman, such as a monster, robot, or even fatal
diseases like cancer, which pose a serious threat to the in-group.
When seen in this way, the elimination of the opposition is not
only permissible but also useful to the organizations that are
already there. Demonization and dehumanization are extreme
examples of negative group characterization and a considered
trying method of justifying political violence, therefore they
merit their own category apart from less extreme negative group
characterizations (Bahador, 2020).

Journal of University of Human Development (JUHD)

B. VIOLENCE AND INCITEMENT

Dehumanization and demonization are extremely harmful
concepts for groups of people, yet they do not call for violence
to be committed against them. On the other hand, inciting
violence is a particular kind of hate speech. In numerous
nations, it is against the law to incite violence against a certain
community. In the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (UN), which specifies that "any action of national, racial,
or religious hatred that represents incitement to discrimination,
hostility, or violence shall be banned by law," encouragement
is particularly named as being prohibited. Inciting "imminent
lawless action" when such conduct is both imminent and likely
is regarded as a felony, even within the US where the First
Amendment mostly defends free speech (Bahador, 2020).

C. EARLY WARNING

"Early warning" refers to a third kind of communication that
commonly verges on hate speech. Usually more restrained and
controlled, group-based hate speech generally starts with
dehumanization or incitement. On the other side, recognizing
these early warning signs can help to prevent the employment
of more harsh language. To this end, the creation of a "us" vs.
"them" dynamic and the differentiation of "them" as a distinct
group with diverse ideas and values is a very early precursor to
hate speech. This might result in criticisms of the outright bad
behavior of the group, since certain individuals' actions may be
mistaken for those of the entire group (Bahador, 2020).

Finally, negative behaviors that are solely focused might
develop into a negative description of the entire group. These
are less harmful than dehumanizing and demonizing people,
and they may involve calling people in certain groups stupid,
lazy, or dishonest, or linking them to nonviolent crimes like
theft or fraud. Such analogies can encourage the emergence of
hatred towards marginalized groups, making it easier over time
to employ hate speech that is more intense (Ibid).

Disagreement is the first and most obvious warning sign, and
it involves opposing a certain group's viewpoints or ideologies.
While there is nothing wrong with having opposing opinions or
views, the rise of the "us vs. them" paradigm makes this
category a forerunner of future hate speech. This is particularly
troublesome since it frequently entails oversimplification and
stereotyping of the out-group, despite the fact that very few
people inside the group have the same opinions or worldview.
The second kind of early-warning discourse concentrates on
non-violent unfavorable actions associated with the out-group,
such as allegations that the out-group robbed from or withdrew
from a positive event. The use of peaceful negative metaphors
or stated behaviors that are unclear concerning the use of
violence fall under this category. By voting them out or holding
protests against them, the in-group should use nonviolent means
to combat the out-group. The third early-warning typology
includes negative characterization or insults. This is more
harmful than merely using negative nonviolent actions that are
destructive since it implies something fundamental about the
entire group rather than just a single incident. Since this
category is not action-oriented, there are no answers. The
second typology's fourth category, which involves
dehumanization and/or demonization, is an extreme kind of
negative characterization. The third and this category both lack
replies. The third and most extreme typology includes the fifth

JUHD | e-ISSN: 2411-7765 | p-ISSN: 2411-7757 | doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.21928/juhd.v8n4y2022.pp80-88



Journal of University of Human Development (JUHD)

and sixth categories, which deal with violent actions and death.
Non-lethal violence against out-groups in the past, present, or
future is the subject of the fifth category. Both non-lethal and
lethal metaphorical or aspirational violence falls under this
category. As a reaction, nonlethal aggression is encouraged,
such as assaulting the outsiders. The sixth category includes
irrationally labeling members of minority groups as killers
(past, present, and future). Based on the responses, the out-
group is anticipated to be killed by the in-group (lbid).

VI. DATACOLLECTION

Political posts on social media are usually targeted by
commentators who write hate speech against political figures
and situations. In this paper, three similar political posts are
taken in both the English and Kurdish public news pages from
Facebook platform, for each language 5 comments are analyzed
to show the different types of hate speech used based on
Bahador’s (2020) intense Scale of Hate speech. The English
posts and comments were collected from the Sky News, Fox
News and The Raz Man public pages on Facebook, and the
Kurdish posts and comments were collected from Rudaw and
Politic Press public pages on Facebook. Both posts are about
the “G7 summit, The Afghan people flee from Afghanistan and
the Guards of UK’s Queen knocking a child”.

VIl. DATA ANALYSIS

The qualitative analysis was adopted to explain what forms of
hate speech used more in English and Kurdish comments on
different political posts based on Bahador’s model of hate

speech.
Table 2. English Comments of Hate speech and its intense Scale number and type
No | English Comments Hate speech | Type Intense
number
Post 1
1 | Lies lies and more lies. Lies Disagreement 1
2 | A room full of fools. Long live | Fools Negative character | 3
Russia.
3 | More lies Lies Disagreement 1
4 | Gidiots Idiots Negative character |3
5 | Gathering rats. Rats Dehumanization 4
Post 2
1 | Put a mask on when you travel via | Savage Negative character |3
airplane you savages
2 | Guarantee you a bunch of them are | Terrorists | Negative character |3
terrorists!
3 | Terrorist Terrorist Negative character |3
4 | How many terrorists in the picture? | Terrorists | Negative character |3
5 | How many terrorists are hiding in | Terrorists | Negative character |3
that crowd? COVID?
Post 3
1 | Disrespectful parents Disrespectfu | Negative character |3
|
2 [Tt is the negligence of the boy’s | Negligence | Negative character |3
parents/guidance
3 | Problem is parents suck. Suck Negative actions 2
4 | Horrible parenting Horrible Negative character |3
5 | Slavery still does exist Slavery Negative character |3

83
Table 3. Kurdish Comments of Hate speech and its intense Scale number and type
No. | Kurdish Comments English translate Hate Type Intense
speech number
Post 1
1 | Grwpy Saytinakin /Satan group/ Saytan | Demonization |4
2 | Bagka dacalakin /Sons of anti-Christ/ Dagdl | Negative 3
character
3 | Karéty dasty pékedawa | /Acting like donkey starts | Kar Dehumanization | 4
again/
4 |Aw hamw Saytina | /Allthose dirty Satan/ Saytan | Demonization |4
pysana
5 | Sydsaty dwnya badast | /The world’s politics is under | Xwefy | Negative 3
am xwefyanawaya the control of these stupid/ character
Post 2
1 |Dro akan gawidana | /these pimps are lying, they | Dro, Disagreement & | 1,3
labar xatry eyqamaydna | do it for the sake of | gawadina | Negative
residency/ character
2 | Etr haryakaw kayséky | Each of them made a case | Dro Disagreement | 1
boxoy drwst kedwa | for themselves and all are
hamwsy dro w dalasaya | lies/
3 | Hamwy dro akan béna | /they are all lying, when they | Dro Disagreement |
awrupa  mzgawt bar | come to Europe they do not
nadan leave the Mosque.
4 | Hamwy xwéfyn /Al are stupid/ Xweéfy | Negative 3
Character
5| Nafrat Ia tafiban /Damn Taliban/ Naftat | Negative action | 2
Post 3
1 | DwKar /Two donkeys/ Kar Dehumanization | 4
2 | Kar dafwd /donkey is walking/ Kar Dehumanization | 4
3 | Haywinn /they are animals/ Haywann | Dehumanization | 4
4 | Karaenglizy xwéfy | /English stupid donkey/ Kar Dehumanization | 4,3
swefy  [&  negative
character
5 |Kar har kara bibayta | Donkey is a donkey even if | Kar Dehumanization | 4
landani§ you take it to London/

VIIL.

RESULTS AND FINDINGS
Based on Bahador’s (2020) Intense Scale of Hate Speech, on

the English posts 11 comments out of 15 comments used
negative characters such as (fools, idiots, savage, terrorists,
etc.), While the other 4 comments includes 2 disagreements,
one dehumanization and one negative action. The Kurdish
posts, on the other hand, includes 8 dehumanization and
demonization such as (kar (donkey), Haywan (animal), Saytan
(Satan), etc.) in which two of them only were demonization, the
other comments include 5 negative characters like (xwéty
(stupid), dacal (Anti-Christ), gawad (Pander), etc.) three
disagreement and one negative action. Two of the Kurdish
comments include both dehumanization and negative character
and disagreements as a result the number of hate speech in the
Kurdish comments are 17 hate speeches.

The English and Kurdish commentators use different ways to
show their hate, the majority of English commentators prefer to
use negative character to show their hate, this form of hate
speech is considered as the third early-warning typology. This
is worse than only negative nonviolent actions, since it makes
an essential claim about the group as opposed to a one-off
action claim. However, the majority of Kurdish commentators
use dehumanization and demonization to show their hate, this
is considered as the fourth early warning typology which is
more serious than the negative character. The dehumanization

JUHD | e-ISSN: 2411-7765 | p-ISSN: 2411-7757 | doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.21928/juhd.v8n4y2022.pp80-88



84

and demonization was only used once by the English
commentators which shows that the English commentators do
not prefer using this form of hate speech. The second most used
form of hate speech used by the Kurdish commentators was
negative character. This shows that Kurdish commentators
prefer using both dehumanization and negative characters to
show their hate toward political figures and situations.

CONCLUSION

Examining hate speech and its different forms shows that as
language is a means of communication where speech can be
used to show good feelings or present good image of a certain
individual or group, it can also do the reverse by becoming a
carrier of hate and a means used to harm its target. This hate is
triggered due to specific factors as one's disability, religion and
race ethnicity, gender, religion, nationality, or sexual
orientation.

In a nutshell, the data shows that the majority of English
commentators used negative character in their comments to
show their hate toward a political figure or situation. Some of
the commentators also used disagreement about the situation.

Kurdish commentators mainly used dehumanization and
demonization in their comments to show their hate to political
figures or situations, and this is more serious early warning
typology than the negative character. The second most used
type of hate speech was the negative character. The least type
used in both English and Kurdish comments was the
disagreement and negative actions. Moreover, both English and
Kurdish commentators used the negative actions only once.
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APPENDIX 1

A. English post 1.

A. Kurdish Post 1.

Rudaw @&
< @R
s o3 @) G7 SbiUs SlSesSian LiSaiis o s50uaS
Leilaad (5r095L @ JuwlS sladss

AFP :aiis

English Comments Kurdish comments

W Kl
W Lies lies and more les. b il o

5 10h Like Reply 1500
1 e By 1 (Satan groups)
A room full of fools. Long live Russia. ! Bdbndze
5h Like Reply 30 4 ; .
2. 2. D e Reol (Sons of Anti-
(L3 . Christ)
More lies
3 1h Like Reply 'ﬂ ol
1 Like Repl -
W Gidios 3 e (Acting like
donkey starts again)
10h Like Reply
4,
W Gathering rats. W iy sl ggon 6
fh Like Repl 10h Like Reply +Q0
5. R 4. (All those
dirty Satan)
\ 4 09 liyigs p € o o0 algligy J dulus
10h Like Reply ,“0
5. ( The world’s

politics is under the control of these stupid)
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B. English Post 2.

#T5y) Fox News @
-G
DESTINATION: ANYWHERE: Incredible photo
shows hundreds of Afghans packing into US cargo
pla

in desperate attempt 1o escape the Taliban

English Comments

o) % S
b, ‘ 4 Put a mask on to travel via airplane
you s@vages.

1 5h Like Reply 208

W Guarantee you a bunch of them are

terrorists!
2 5h Like Reply 10
T Terrorist
3 12m Like Reply 1@
R,

How many terrorists in this picture?

4 6h Like Reply 7 0%

W™ How many terrorists are hiding in that
crowd? COVID?

5h Like Reply 6@
5 5|
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A. Kurdish Post 2.

auilasal JUggle olljas gogaiiuigs M5 yaw Wit yas
o

g5 yad dilolgdS ;as;
 Jlallie ,ud (598

(These panders
are lying, they do it for the sake of
residency)

v 8999,Siaug)d (593 51 SpundS 9aSey)dn i3

28 e Ldudiy g ghysedn
2. ASH TLke: e ' (Each of them
made a case for themselves and all are lying)

24 OaSje Lg)ad) iy (a5 )0 Spedm

f_awb

See Translation

3. : _ (they are all
lying, when they come to Europe they do
not leave the Mosque)

VU s

4, 3 Lke Reply ( All are stupid)
W o

5. W T Doy ( Damn Taliban)
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B. English post 3.

The Razz Man
21K views - Dec 29

A video showing a royal guard knocking over a
child that got in his way has gone vir...

English comments

Disrespectful parents

1d Like Reply

It is the negligence of the boys
parents/guidance.

1d Like Reply

Problem is parents suck. Parents need
to teach their children to be respectful
and stand out of the way. Educate
your kids on the places you're going.

21h  Like Reply )

Horrible parenting. Sad the child has
to pay the price for bad parenting. He
will not be in their way again. People
need to catch a clue.

23h Like Reply

Slavery still does exist

id Like Reply
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C. Kurdish Post 3.

< Politic Press - yuiy Ssials;
h-6

9 0dyos lusilaie jaway Lialiol Jilgawl 95 fosial
ORwogl

See Translation

3.9K Views

Kurdish comments

w ) Qfgd
See Translation

1_ 37m Like Reply

(Two donkeys)

2. (donkey is
3. (They are animals)
4. (English stupid
donkeu)
b 0 ol 4y 4
5. (Donkey is a

donkey even if you take it to London)
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APPENDIX 2

Key to Kurdish Phonemic Symbols

Consonants
< | /P! | /p/ | 1savorceless bilabial stop/plosive as m PAPULA butterfly
- | /B 15 2 voiced bilabial stop as m BRO eyebrow
] 15 a voicelezs dantal stop/plosive as in TAC crown

15 2 voiced dental stop az in DAR tree

15 a voiceless velar stop/plosive az in KALAK melon
15 2 voiced velar stop as m GUL flower

15 a voiceless labio-dental fricative as m FROKA plam
15 a voiced labio-dental fricative as in MIROV human
15 a voiceless alveo-dental fricative as in DAST hand
15 a voiced alveo-dental fricative az in BARIZ high

15 2 voiceless alveo-palatal fricative as in BAS zood
15  voiced alveo-palatal fricative as m ZIR wize

15 a voiceless alveo-palatal affricate a3 in CI what

15 2 voiced alveo-palatal affricate as m CAMANA turban
15 2 voiced bilabial nasal 2s in MANUSA don't write
15 2 voiced dental nasal as i NABIST deaf

15 2 voiced velar nasal as i DAL sound

15 2 voicelazs glottal fricative as m BAHAR spring

15 a voiceless pharyngeal fricative as m HAUT seven
15 a vorcelass velarized lateral as m LEW lip

15 a voiced dental [ateral as m BALEN promise

15 a voiced alveolar flap as in PANIR cheese

15 a voiced alveolar tnll as m RAD color

15 2 voiceless velar fricative as in XEZAN family

15 2 voiced velar fricative as in XAMBAR =ad

15 2 voicelezs uvular stop as im LAQ foot

15 2 palato-alveolar glide as in YAR lover

15 2 labiovelar rounded glide as WUSBA be quite

ol P (S o T T (81 T O [ 8 I T T

= = £ e e e (e S e e R e e e s ) Y B e o L e
o e o S S ) 5 S S 0 1 v Y 2 e =

DN [ [ PP 'S PO (O T P [

Vowels

[ ==

low central unrounded long vowel 25 m RAW hunting
mid very close front unrounded long vowsl as in SE three
high cloz front unrounded short vowel as in MIL neck
hizh cloza front unroundad lonz vowel as in FRI flew
high open back rounded short vowel as in KURT short
high cloze back rounded longz vowel as in SUD profit
mid open back rounded short vowel as in GOST meat

e |G GG

SEEEEEE
o |er| e [=| = e w
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