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Domestication and Foreignization in Translating
Cultural Terms from English into Kurdish in
George Orwell’s Animal Farm

Kazi Hassan Saleh, Huner Abdullah Mohammed

Department of English, College of Education, University of Charmo, Kurdistan Region, Iraq

Abstract— Translation of culturally specific terms is considered
a challenging activity. The current study explores the Kurdish
translations of cultural terms found in the novel Animal farm
written by George Orwell in 1945 and translated by three different
translators. The study particularly attempts to identify the type of
cultural terms according to Newmark’s (1988) taxonomy. In
addition, the study uses Venuti's (1995) strategies of domestication
and foreignization to identify the three translator’s choices, and
uses Newmark's (1988) translation procedures to operationalize
those two strategies. The results of the study reveal that all the five
main categories of cultural terms were discovered including
ecology, material culture (artefact), social culture (work and
leisure), social organizations as well as gestures and habits.
Material culture was the most frequent category of cultural terms
found in the data. The translators employed various procedures,
with cultural equivalent being the most common and deletion
being the least. Furthermore, the translators' tendencies towards
domestication and foreignization vary. Translator 1 demonstrates
a greater inclination towards foreignization, while Translators 2
and 3 lean more towards domestication, with a notable similarity
in their preferences. This study will be a contribution to the field
of literary translation by offering insights concerning
domestication and foreignization in translating CTs from English
into Kurdish.

Index Terms— Cultural terms, translation procedures,
foreignization, domestication, cultural equivalent.

I. INTRODUCTION

The central point of translation is to convey a message from one
language to another. For this purpose, throughout translation
theory, translation scholars have proposed various translation
strategies and procedures in order to be used in the translation
process to achieve an accurate translation in the target language
(TL). El-Dali (2011), Zhang (2012), Bracaj (2014), and House
(2016) note that in the past few decades, there has been a
substantial change in translation studies away from text- and
linguistically focused approaches toward culturally oriented
ones. Thus, investigating culture in translation studies has
received great attention recently.

During a translation process, translators need to tackle

different aspects of the text to be translated accurately. One of
those aspects is the translation of cultural terms (CTs) that is
considered one of the primary concerns for translators while
translating between two languages, particularly when
translating literary materials. This goes in line with Hatim and
Mason’s (1990) perspective regarding the role of the translator
contending that it is undoubtedly true that in the past few
decades, the translator has progressively appeared to be viewed
as a mediator between cultures instead of merely a linguistic
intermediary (pp. 223-4). Moreover, Davies (2003) points out
that debates regarding the way of dealing with CTs frequently
initiate the differentiation between the two fundamental
objectives of translation; firstly, retaining the properties of the
original text as much as possible, even if this results in an exotic
or odd impact, and secondly, adjusting it to generate a text
which appears natural, acquainted, and approachable to the
readership of the TL (p.69). Translation is influenced by both
the source language (SL) and TL cultures. Concerning this, Sun
(2011) states that it is now commonly accepted that translation
is necessarily affected by both the SL and TL cultures, and how
to cope with the cultural norms concerned has become one of
the key challenges in practical translating. A translator should
choose which cultural norms to prioritize: the original language
community's cultural norms, the targeted language
community's cultural norms, or a hybrid of the two (pp.160-61).
In this respect, a recent model that has received great attention
in translation theories from the cultural viewpoint was
introduced by Venuti (1995, 1998) in which he presents the
strategies of domestication and foreignization.

Domestication focuses on creating a translation that
familiarizes the target readers with the source culture (SC),
whereas foreignization aims to bring the foreign culture closer
to the target readership. As such, there are two orientations for
the translator to take, either prioritizing the source text (ST) and
taking SL culture into account or prioritizing the target text
(TT) and taking the target culture (TC) into account. Besides
these two orientations, some scholars such as Newmark (1988,
p. 83) and Dickins (2012, p. 55) claim that there is also a neutral
translation which stands between the two poles of
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domestication and foreignization. This study focuses on the
usage of domestication and foreignization in the novel Animal
Farm and provides the following research questions:

* What type of cultural terms are found in the novel Animal
Farm?

»  Which of Venuti's two strategies, namely domestication,
and foreignization, is employed by each of the three
Kurdish translators of Animal Farm?

»  Which strategy is predominantly used by the translators
in translating CTs in Animal Farm from English into
Kurdish?

»  Which procedures are used by translators to domesticate
or foreignize CTs

Il. METHODOLOGY AND MATERIAL

This study is a descriptive quantitative analysis that examines
the implementation of Venuti's (1995,1998) strategies of
domestication and foreignization in the translation of cultural
terms within three Kurdish translations of the novel Animal
Farm. To carry out this, Newmark's (1988) categorization of
cultural terms, along with his suggested procedures for
translating them, are employed as the operational framework.

As for the material, the materials collected for the current
study comprise the English novel Animal Farm written by
George Orwell as the ST and its three Kurdish translations by,
namely, Adib Nadr (2008) (TT1), Sirwan Mahmood (2018)
(TT2) and Isa Osman (2020) (TT3) as the TTs. The novel was
first published on August 17, 1945, in England. The researchers
intentionally chose this piece of literature since it is one of the
most famous novels around the world and it has been translated
into seventy languages. The novel recounts the story of a group
of farm animals that rise up against their human farmer in an
effort to establish an animal-friendly society in which every
animal can live in equality, freedom and happiness together.
Literary texts can portray different forms of CTs which are not
necessarily found in the same way within the TL system.
Therefore, the translator can either domesticates or foreignize
them or generate a neutral translation between the two poles of
domestication and foreignization. In the present study, the units
of the data consist of words and phrases that belong to cultural
terms. Furthermore, the scope of this study is restricted as it
solely focused on the quantitative analysis of cultural term (CT)
translations in the three Kurdish versions of Animal Farm. The
study did not delve into a qualitative examination of the
translators' choices and decision-making processes.

I1l. LITERATURE REVIEW

A. Culture, Language, and Translation
The term culture has been defined by different scholars in the

field of translation. For example, Larson defines it as “a
complex set of beliefs, attitudes, values, and rules which a
group of people share” (1984, p. 431). Newmark (1988, p. 94)
also defines culture as “the way of life and its manifestations
that are peculiar to a community that uses a particular language
as its means of expression”. The strong relationship between
culture and language is evident in their deep interconnection. It
is noteworthy that the literal meaning of a word, phrase, or
sentence in one culture may not necessarily convey the same

Journal of University of Human Development (JUHD)

meaning in another culture. Yan and Huang (2014, p. 490)
contend that every nation does not only possess a language of
its own, but a culture, too. This robust connection between
culture and language has been affirmed by Lotman (1978, p.
211) that "no language can exist unless it is steeped in the
context of culture; and no culture can exist which does not have
at its center, the structure of natural language".

Translating cultural materials has drawn translators' and
researchers’ attention considerably. The cultural aspect is also
seen as one of the key and problematic elements in the
translation process between two languages or more. In this
respect, many translation scholars and researchers point to this
reality such as Nida (1964) Catford (1965), Lefevre (1975),
Toury (1978), Baker (1992), Shuttleworth and Cowie (1997),
Nord (2001), Robinson (2012), and Basnett (2014) among
many others. Nida (1964, p. 161) states that "for truly a
successful translation, biculturalism is even more important
than bilingualism, since words only have meanings in terms of
cultures in which they function". He goes on to state that
cultural discrepancies lead to more severe complexities for
translators than dissimilarities in language structure (Ibid, p.
130)). Hence, translators should be aware of the disparities
which exist between the source and target cultures to render the
CTs in the best way possible for the target readership. In the
meantime, Shuttleworth and Cowie (1997, p. 35) assert that the
translation of culture means "any translation which is sensitive
to cultural as well as linguistic factors". Furthermore, Nord
(2001, p. 34) points out that translating refers to drawing
comparisons between cultures. Not far from this notion, Toury
(1978, p. 200) also emphasizes that translation is viewed as a
sort of activity that certainly encompasses a minimum of two
languages as well as two cultural traditions. Therefore, while
translating a text, two cultures should be taken into
consideration.

Bracaj (2014, p. 335) claims that translating CTs appears to
be among the most difficult tasks a translator should undertake.
Simply stated, culture and intercultural competence are much
more complicated than the translator might perceive.

Thus, culture plays a crucial role in the translation process,
as translators are faced with the task of navigating the cultural
aspects of both languages involved. This proves the fact that
translators need not only linguistic proficiency in the languages
they work with, but also a deep understanding of the respective
cultures.

Among translation scholars, Newmark is widely recognized
for his significant contributions to the classification of cultural
words. In his comprehensive framework, Newmark (1998, pp.
98-103) categorizes cultural words into five distinct categories,
shedding light on the diverse aspects of culture that translators
must consider. These categories encompass "ecology (animals,
plants, mountains), material culture (food, clothes, housing,
transport, and communications), social culture (work and
leisure), organizations, customs, ideas (political, social, legal,
religious, artistic), and gestures and habits (often described in
'no-cultural' language)". The researchers of the current study
chose to adopt Newmark's categorization of cultural words
because of its comprehensive nature, which provides valuable
guidance for analyzing and translating cultural terms. By
employing this framework, the researchers are able to
thoroughly explore the cultural terms present in the translations
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of Animal Farm and contribute to a deeper understanding of the
interplay between culture and translation.

For long, there have been discussions in the translation field
as to which translation strategy should be used while translating
cultural materials between two languages. It is either the
selection of the strategy which is TL culture focused and target
reader-oriented or the one which is SL culture focused and SL
receptor oriented. According to Hu Cui'e (2000, pp. 45-8),
foreignization and domestication have been the focal point of
that debate since their emergence. This stance distributed
translators and scholars into two classes: those who backed
foreignization (taking the SL cultural values into account) and
those who opted for domestication (considering the TL cultural
values). These are important poles for this study as mentioned
in the study aims above.

B. The Domestication and Foreignization Strategies

For long, scholars of translation and translators have
explored the notion of translation strategies. According to the
online Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary (2023),
strategy means “a long-range plan for achieving something or
reaching a goal, or the skill of making such plans”. Besides the
dictionary meaning, the concept strategy also possesses a
conceptual meaning in the field of translation. Lorscher (1991,
p. 8) defines translation strategy as “a potentially conscious
procedure for solving a problem faced in translating a text, or
any segment of it”. For Venuti, translation strategies “involve
the basic tasks of choosing the foreign text to be translated and
developing a method to translate it” (1998, p. 240). He uses the
notions of domesticating and foreignizing to denote translation
strategies.

At the end of the 1990s, there was a boom in Translation
Studies that divided translations across the dichotomy of
domesticating and foreignizing. The most notable figure, and
the one most frequently mentioned in this regard, was Lawrence
Venuti (Kemppanen et al., 2012, p. 51). Venuti (1995) brought
the concepts of foreignization and domestication into modern
Translation Studies. Schmidt (2013, p. 537) notes that even
though promptly connected with Venuti, these two terms do not
speak for new concepts. Baker and Saldanha argues that Venuti
originates the two concepts from his reading of
Schleiermacher's popular debate over the translator's option
between shifting the reader towards the writer or the writer
towards the reader (2009, p. 285).

The combination of domestication and foreignization
strategies, introduced by Venuti (1995, 1998), has become one
of the most frequently used dichotomies in the last fifteen
years. His translation perspectives can be viewed as a
continuation of the academic debate over free vs literal
translation if the theoretical nuances in the two strategies are
overlooked depending on the binary oppositions (Kemppanen
et al., 2012, p. 50). In his book, Venuti describes a translator’s
condition in modern Anglo-American culture and criticizes the
translations into English as being too domesticated. He further
contends that through domestication, translators force the
Anglo-American values on the texts being translated.

It is interesting to note that the dichotomy of domestication
and foreignization has drawn the researchers’ attention
considerably. In this regard, Yang (2012, p. 2674) states that
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domestication and foreignization are two basic translation
strategies that offer linguistic as well as cultural guidance. The
foreignization - domestication model, according to Ramiére,
has been hailed as an effective instrument for conceptualizing
the border between the original culture viewed as the 'Self' and
the destination culture viewed as the 'Other' (2006, p. 153). In
addition, Wang (2013, p. 175) argues that domestication, as
well as foreignization, are the two strategies that are firmly
embedded in certain social and cultural contexts. Therefore, the
selection of domestication and foreignization strategies is
influenced not only by the translators but more significantly by
particular social circumstances.

Venuti (1998, p. 102) casts light on the strategies of
domestication and foreignization and he states that
“domestication and foreignization deal with 'the question of
how much a translation assimilates a foreign text to the
translating language and culture, and how much it rather signals
the differences of that text". In Venuti's view, domestication
indicates a translation that is tailored toward the destination
culture to make the translated text comprehensible to the target
audience (1995, pp. 20-24). He further defines the
domestication strategy as "an ethnocentric reduction of the
foreign text to target-language cultural values, bring the author
back home" and by using this strategy, a type of translation is
produced which includes a ‘transparent’ and ‘visible style’ to
lessen the strangeness of the TT (Venuti, 2008, p. 15). Thus,
when a translated text is transparent and straightforward to
understand, it is possible that it has been domesticated.
Domesticated translations, according to Venuti (1995), are
devalued versions of the original texts.

Munday notes that domestication is connected with
Schleiermacher’s translation type in which the translator
“leaves the reader in peace, as much as possible, and moves the
author toward him” (2012, p. 219). Similarly, Feng (2016)
claims that a translation adopting the domestication strategy,
according to Venuti, seems more like a text written in the
recipient language than a translation from a foreign language.
This is due to the reason that the original language's cultural
values are violently eliminated, and foreign cultural norms are
replaced with those of the target audience. This implies that
domestication keeps readers inside their own country by
producing a translation that is fluent and transparent for the TL
receptors. In Venuti's perspective, it is the domestication
strategy which is predominant in the Anglo-American culture
that goes in line with the asymmetrical literary connections that
arise between this and other cultures in general. Furthermore,
he asserts that because domestication provides wider domestic
agendas, it is required to confront its dominance by consciously
employing other translation strategies (Shuttleworth and
Cowie, 1997, p. 44).

It is also worth stating, on the contrary, that Nida advocates
the domestication strategy which can be clearly seen in his
concept of "dynamic" or "functional equivalence" formulated
first in 1964. Nida states that "a translation of dynamic
equivalence aims at complete naturalness of expression, and
tries to relate the receptor to modes of behavior relevant within
the context of his own culture” (1964, p. 159). The concept of
"naturalness of expression" exposes the significance of a fluent
strategy in this translation theory, and it is clear from Nida's
work that fluency entails domestication (Venuti, 1998, p.16).
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Nida (1964) also adds that the translator is required to be
someone who can remove the linguistic and cultural variations
so that people may perceive vividly the relevance of the
message of the original (p. 36). As per Nida, the receivers of a
translated text ought to understand the translation in the same
manner as the original receivers must have grasped the meaning
of the original text (Ibid).

In contrast to domestication, foreignization is "an
ethnodeviant pressure on those (cultural) values to register the
linguistic and cultural differences of the foreign text, sending
the reader abroad" (Venuti, 1995, p. 20). In other words,
foreignization helps to preserve something of the foreignness of
the original text in the TL. Foreignization involves selecting a
foreign piece of text as well as advancing a method of
translation side by side with the lines that are not included in
the dominant cultural values of the receptor language (Venuti,
1998b, p. 242). Nevertheless, according to Venuti, a
foreignizing strategy should not pose issues for the readership;
instead, a translator should search for new ways of introducing
foreign cultures while maintaining fluency. He (1998) contends
that while it is impossible to evade domestication, a translator
can widen domestication's boundaries and allow foreignization
to reach the TL. He also claims that there is no clear distinction
between foreignization and domestication. A  wholly
foreignized or thoroughly domesticated translation is
impossible to achieve (Venuti, 2002, 2008, 2013).

Foreignization is the preferable strategy for Schleiermacher,
in which the translator “leaves the writer in peace, as much as
possible, and moves the reader toward [the writer]”
(Schleiermacher, 1813/2004, p. 49 cited in Munday, 2012, p.
219). Elnaili (2014, p. 56) states that Schleiermacher supported
and promoted a foreignization strategy and also proposed that a
translator should try his hardest so as to retain the peculiarity of
the original text and take the target reader to the SL's linguistic
and cultural otherness. The translation method, in other words,
should be ST-oriented. Schleiermacher assumed that the
strategy of foreignization would serve to reinforce German as a
TL that could then become a main SL (lbid).

In the same way, Venuti is also regarded as the representative
of foreignization and it is regarded, by him, as a ‘highly
desirable’ strategy in which the translator takes the reader
abroad by making the recipient culture cognizant of the cultural
and linguistic disparities in the foreign text (Venuti, 2008, pp.
15-16). This will be accomplished by using a ‘non-fluent,
estranging, or heterogeneous translation' style that is outlined to
expose the translator's appearance while also emphasizing the
ST's foreign identity (Munday, 2012, p. 219). In this manner,
the role of the translator will be visible. Venuti’s advocation
towards foreignization is reflected even in his definition of
translation in which he states that "translation is a process that
involves looking for similarities between languages and
cultures” (1995, p. 306). He further contends that a translated
text ought to be the location where cultural diversity appears,
where the audience experiences a cultural other through
‘resistancy’ which Venuti uses instead of foreignization; it can
retain those dissimilarities and otherness by informing the
reader of the losses and gains in the translation process as well
as the unbridgeable gaps existing between cultures (Ibid).

The dichotomy of domestication and foreignization is closely
related to this study for several reasons. In the context of
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translation, domestication and foreignization represent two
contrasting translation strategies that deal with the treatment of
cultural elements in the TL. Firstly, this study focuses on the
translation of cultural terms found in the Kurdish translations of
Animal Farm. CTs are inherently tied to specific cultural
contexts and often pose challenges for translators. The
dichotomy of domestication and foreignization provides a
relevant framework to analyze how these translations approach
the rendering of CTs.

Domestication, as a strategy, involves adapting the ST to
make it more familiar and accessible to the target readership.
This approach aims to bring the target readers closer to the
source culture by minimizing the cultural gaps. In the context
of this study, understanding how domestication is employed in
the translation sheds light on how the translators aimed to
bridge the cultural divide and make the text relatable to the
Kurdish readership.

On the other hand, foreignization is a strategy that
deliberately retains foreign elements in the translation,
embracing the uniqueness and distinctiveness of the source
culture. By incorporating foreign cultural elements into the TT,
foreignization seeks to expose the target readers to the foreign
culture. In the context of this study, examining instances of
foreignization in the translations provides insights into how the
translators aimed to preserve the cultural authenticity of the ST.

Analyzing the interplay between domestication and
foreignization in the translations allows for a comprehensive
understanding of how the translators navigated the cultural
challenges presented by the novel. It provides valuable insights
into the translation choices made regarding CTs and how these
choices might impact the reception of the text by the target
readers.

In summary, the dichotomy of domestication and
foreignization is relevant to this study as it provides a
theoretical framework to analyze the translation strategies
employed in dealing with CTs. Exploring the interplay between
these strategies offers valuable insights into how the translators
balanced the need for cultural adaptation and cultural
preservation in the Kurdish translations of Animal Farm.

IV. TRANSLATION PROCEDURES IN RENDERING
CULTURAL TERMS

A variety of terms can be seen in defining the way of translation
among translation scholars and specialists. For instance, Molina
and Albir (2002, p. 499) refer to it as a translation technique
that caused differences in opinion among experts regarding
"translation techniques". Baker (2011, p. 20) refers to them as
strategies, while Newmark (1988, p. 81) terms them as
procedures. The definition of procedure according to the online
Meriam Webster's Dictionary, "is a series of steps followed in
a regular definite order." Pinchuck also defines translation
procedures as "the technical devices used to transfer the
meaning of a text in one language into a text in another
language” (1977, p. 188). In the current study, translation
procedures are employed highlighting that they are applied in
the translation process for rendering sentences and the smaller
components of language (Newmark, 1988).
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Several scholars suggest different procedures for translating
CTs such as Newmark (1988), Baker (1992), Hervey and
Higgins (1992), Aixela (1996), Pedersen (2011), Fernandez
Guerra (2012) among many others. The researchers use the
translation procedures proposed by Newmark (1988) for
translating CTs who proposes various procedures such as
transference, naturalization, cultural equivalent, descriptive
equivalent, functional equivalent, literal translation, synonymy,
through translation, shift and transposition, modulation,
recognized translation, compensation, reduction and expansion,
paraphrase, addition, glossary, and notes.

V.THE DIVISION OF THE PROCEDURES
APPLIED IN THE DATA

The translation procedures Newmark proposes are ranked on a
scale according to their orientation toward SC and TC or a
position between them (i.e., neutralizing translation). This way,
they are analyzed under the two overall strategies of
foreignization and domestication in light of Venuti's model
(1995, 1998) as follows: literal translation, transference,
through translation, naturalization, translation label, addition,
and notes fall under the foreignization strategy, while cultural
equivalent, synonymy, and paraphrase fall under domestication
strategy. It is worth noting here that according to Newmark
(1988) and Dickins (2012), functional equivalent and
descriptive equivalent are neutralizing procedures. So, they
neither create domestication nor foreignization and they
produce a neutralizing translation between the two poles of
domestication and foreignization. In addition to these, in this
study, deletion (omission) is also dealt with as a neutral
procedure.

1) Foreignizing procedures

A. Transference (borrowing)

Newmark (1988) defines it as the use of loan words or
transcriptions to transfer a SL word directly into the TL text. In
this procedure, the SL word is retained in its original form or
transcribed phonetically into the TL, without undergoing
translation. This involves transliteration that is concerned with
converting distinct alphabets and the spelling of the word
remains unchanged. This procedure is sometimes used by
translators to add local colour (p. 81). Newmark also asserts that
cultural terms are frequently transferred in order to add local
flavor, draw the reader's attention, and establish a feeling of
closeness between the reader and the text (ibid, p. 82). In the
data, some examples of translation by transference (borrowing)
are presented for the three translators as follows:

Table 1.
Examples of transference found in the data
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B. Naturalization

This procedure “succeeds transference” and adjusts the SL
word initially to the typical pronunciation, then to the typical
morphology (word forms) of the TL (Newmark 1988, p. 82).
Rasul (2015, p. 46) notes that the difference between
transference (borrowing) and naturalization is only applicable
in a kind of translation which occurs between two languages
sharing the same "alphabetical systems". He further claims that
when a translation is performed between two languages of
distinct alphabets, for example, English and Kurdish, a
borrowed term can be simultaneously an instance of
naturalization since both situations entail a shift from one
alphabetical system to another. For instance, see Table 2 below.

Table 2.
Examples of naturalization found in the data

ST TT Translator
apartment olai b Translatorl
debate <l Translatorl
committee A S Translator2
maneuver Q5 Translator2
Bushel Jii g s Translator3
candidate Jails Translator3

C.Through translation

Through translation is a kind of procedure which is utilized in
rendering names of organizations, common collocations, the
components of compounds, and possibly phrases in a literal
way. Calque or loan translation is also used to describe this
procedure (Newmark, 1988, p. 84). Examples are shown in
Table 3.

Table 3.

Examples of through translation found in the data
ST T Translator
wooden crate 43245 S gl Translatorl
solemn funeral D3om Sl Translatorl
cart-track A8 (455 Translator2
harvest moon iy Sl Translator2
memorial banquet ietile (SIS Translator3
feather mattresses Sl Translator3

D.Literal translation

According to Newmark (1988), literal translation is the initial
stage in the process of translation, which is then accompanied
by other processes. Additionally, he contends that literal
translation frequently misses the true intent or implication,
necessitating the addition of a remark to clarify. This procedure
requires more effort from the translator in order to produce a
text that is smooth and comprehensible. He explains that “literal
translation ranges from one word to one word, through group to
group, collocation to collocation, clause to clause, sentence to
sentence. The longer the unit, the rarer the one-to-one” (ibid, p.

ST TT Translator 69). Table 4 shows examples from the data.
harrow EIBN) Translatorl
van o Translatorl Table 4.
pipe - Translator2 Examples of literal translation found in the data
dynamo Jaadi Translator2 ST T Translator
veterinary il Translator3 blackbirds OlSade  oailly Translatorl
cheque clia Translator3 a game of cards S b Translator2
Comrades oyl Translator3
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E. Notes, Additions, Glosses

The extra information a translator might need to include in
his version are typically cultural due to the variety of the SL and
TL cultures. The translation could involve additional
information in a variety of ways:

e  Within the text
Wherever applicable, the extra information should be
incorporated into the text itself, as this does not divert the
reader's focus. Unfortunately, translators frequently overlook
this procedure. Its drawback, moreover, is that it makes it
difficult to distinguish between the text and the translator's
voice (Newmark, 1988, pp. 91-92).

o Notes at the bottom of the page (footnote).

o Notes at the end of the chapter.

e Notes or glossary at the end of the book.
Newmark believes that when the translator inserts long and
multiple notes (foot-notes) at the bottom of the page, they will
be annoying. Similarly, he asserts that adding notes at the end
of the chapters are frequently bothering because it is time-
consuming to find them (Ibid).

2) Domesticating procedures

A. Cultural equivalent

This is a translation procedure in which an SL cultural term
is replaced by a TL cultural term. Newmark (1988) points out
that it is an approximate translation and it is inaccurate. The
primary goal of this procedure is to assist another procedure in
a couplet (Newmark, 1988, p. 82). Examples are shown in
Table 5.

Table 5.

Examples of cultural equivalent found in the data.
ST TT Translator
foal 58l Translatorl
ram O A Translatorl
blinkers S s Translator2
foxhound > Translator2
sleet o sil Translator3
halters dadio) Translator3

B. Synonymy

According to Newmark (1988, p. 84), synonymy is a close
TL counterpart to the SL term. This type of translation
procedure is employed by translators when an accurate
equivalent in the TL might or might not be available. This
procedure is also applied when there is no obvious one-to-one
equivalent for an SL term. Newmark further argues that a
translator cannot avoid synonymy in translation. However,
excessive use of synonyms is a sign of many inaccurate
translations (ibid).

Table 6.
Examples of synonymy found in the data
ST TT Translator
beech B ST Translatorl
gaiters Ss Translator2
cockerel the Translator3

C.Paraphrase

This strategy clarifies or explains the sense of a segment of a
text and it is applied in an "anonymous" text which is poorly
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written or contains significant omissions and implications
(Newmark, 1988, p. 90). It is used to translate a cultural word
in few words in order to accomplish clarity in the TT.

Table 7.
Examples of paraphrase found in the data.

ST TT Translator

stormy weather SUiss ) As sdas Translatorl
Gl

solemn funeral 4 il (Sal e Translatorl

e S
Young Black oAb Translator2
Minorca Uy Sl
Brussels carpet RN S5 655 Translator2
lawsuit 5 A8 Samax Translator3
b

snowdrift JESPIPTANS Translator3

}‘J‘Q\fu’

3) Neutralizing procedures

A. Functional equivalent

This procedure is common in translation and when it is
adapted to cultural terms, it needs the usage of a culture-free
word, often along with a new specific term. It frequently goes
together with transference when it is used in rendering cultural
terms from the SL into the TL. In addition, the functional
equivalent procedure is utilized to render SL terms by
neutralizing and generalizing them, as explained by Newmark
(1988, p. 83). He further asserts that functional equivalent is
considered the most accurate way of translating, as it involves
deculturizing a cultural word. He further explains that
functional equivalent is “the most accurate way of translating
i.e., deculturizing a cultural word” (ibid).

Table 8.
Examples of functional equivalent found in the data
ST T Translator
the magistrates OlSo g 5ala Translatorl
dining room BITS) Translator2
market days ok Translator3

B. Descriptive equivalent

Newmark defines descriptive equivalent as a translation
procedure in which an SL cultural term is translated into the TL
by giving explanations. He further states that description
sometimes needs to take precedence over function when
transferring the message (Newmark, 1988, p. 83). Description
and function are two crucial parts of clarification, and hence
within translation.

Table 9.
Examples of descriptive equivalent found in the data
ST TT Translator
weeds Jhdaaily ) L858 Translatorl
frost Gl Sapidad Translatorl
breeches s s Sl Translator2
hearse o sl K (g4l Translator2
e
horse rake s 4dig 0 & s Translator3
o Aia S S
van Db Sliva g 5 Translator3

JUHD | e-ISSN: 2411-7765 | p-ISSN: 2411-7757 | doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.21928/juhd.vOn4y2023.pp45-54



Journal of University of Human Development (JUHD)

C. Deletion (Omission)

The term "deletion", according to Newmark (1988, p. 90),
describes situations in which specific components or words
from the ST are deleted in the translation process. According to
Dickins et al., omission (deletion) is a type of ‘translation loss’
in which portions of the ST are merely left out in the TT (2017,
p. 20). Omission can be the last option for translators to use
while translating 'unacceptable’ CTs. This is possibly because
of stylistic, religious, or ideological constraints in the TL
culture (Mansour, 2014, p.28).

Table 10.
Examples of deletion found in the data
ST TT Translator
shelter omitted Translatorl
pet omitted Translator2
cock-a-doodle- omitted Translator3
doo'

VI. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A. Results

To determine the frequency of the type of the cultural terms
(as shown in Table 11) as well as the distribution of the
translation procedures (as demonstrated in Table 12) along with
the overall strategies used in the data to render the CTs (see
Table 13), descriptive statistics were utilized as presented
below along with a discussion of the results gained.

Table 11.
The frequencies and percentages of the cultural terms’ categories
found in Animal Farm.
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Pct.
Freq. 20 28 25
Descriptive
equivalent Pct. 9.13 % (16.87 %| 13.97 %
Freq. 4 7 8
Egﬂﬁfﬁgﬁ: Pct. | 1.83%4.22%| 4.47 %
Neutralizing
translation . Freq. 1 1 1
Deletion
Freq. 45 7 9
Transference Pet 20.55 %| 4.22 % | 5.03 %
(borrowing) ct
Freq. 9 5 7
Naturalization| pet | 4.1 0 | 301 % | 391 %

Freq. 23 23 18

Through 10.5 % [13.87 %] 10.06 %
translation Pct.
Freq. e 7 2
Literal
1 0, 0,
translation Pet. 3.65 % 422 % 1.12%
Foreignizati 1
gnization Freq. 49 =
NS 237% - |615%

(footnote) Pct.

Table 13.
Frequency and percentage of the overall strategies adopted by the
three translators identified in the three translations.

Type of cultural
word Frequency Percentage

Ecology 56 35.22%
Material Culture 65 40.37%

Social Culture: work .
and leisure 10 SR
Social Organization 12 7.54%
Gestures and habits 1 0.63%

Table 12.

The distribution of the procedures and their frequencies used in the
Kurdish translations of Animal Farm based on foreignization,
domestication and neutralizing translation.

Frequency
Strategy Procedure p((elr:(:ggzzifye TT1 | TT2 TT3
(Pct)
Freq. 54 66 74
eqclj‘l'\t/glr::]t oo 2266 %[39.76 %] 41.34 %

Freq. 3 19 19

synonymy | pe | 137 % 1145 %[ 10.61%

Domestication Freq. 3 3 >

1.37%[1.81%| 2.79 %

Paraphrase

Strategy Frequency TT1 TT2 TT3
&
Percentage
Frequency 60 88 98
Domestication | Percentage 274% | 53.02% | 54.74 %
Frequency 134 42 47
Foreignization
Percentage | 61.18% | 25.32% | 26.26 %
Frequency 25 36 34
Neutral
translation Percentage | 11.42% | 21.69 % 19
B. Discussion

The current study aimed to find and identify the types of CTs
in the novel Animal Farm which is the first question of the
study. As seen in the data presented above (see table 11), all the
five basic categories of CTs based on Newmark’s taxonomy
have been identified in the novel including ecology, material
culture, social culture, social organization and gestures and
habits. There are 159 CTs identified in the novel. Of all the CTs,
material culture (all the sub-categories included) is the most
common type with 65 occurrences which account for 40.37%
of the total CTs in the novel. The second common type of CTs
is categorized into ecology with 56 occurrences accounting for
35.22% of the total CTs in the novel. Religious terms and
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gestures and habits come as the least common types of CTs
which both occur once accounting for 0.63% for each of the
identified CTs in the novel.

As it shown in Table 12, all the three translators used various
procedures from Newmark’s (1988) proposed procedures for
translating CTs. As for translator 1, he utilized 11 procedures in
translating the CTs in the novel. Of which, cultural equivalent,
synonymy and paraphrase were used to domesticate the CTs in
the TT. The foreignizing procedures include transference,
literal translation, through translation, naturalization, and notes
(footnotes). The neutralizing procedures are descriptive
equivalent, functional equivalent and deletion. Out of all the
procedures, cultural equivalent was employed 54 times which
is the most frequently used one, accounting for 24.66% of the
total cases, while deletion (omission) is the least common
procedure utilized by translator 1 only once. The translator,
through cultural equivalent, tried to find equivalents in the TL
so as to make the ST cultural terms appear as domestic cultural
values as possible for the TT readership. Newmark (1988, p.
220) states that while translating CTs, the use of cultural
equivalent procedure is considered best applicable for the
“uninformed readers”. Similarly, the translator adopted
synonymy and paraphrase procedures in rendering the CTs and
a target version of the ST was produced which sounds natural
for the TT receptors.

The results also indicate that translator 1 used foreignization
strategy by using some procedures mentioned above. Using the
procedures which have tendency towards foreignization allows
the foreign cultural elements to be introduced to the literary and
cultural system of the TL. What is important to be noted here is
that translator 1 employed transference 45 times to borrow the
SL cultural terms into the TL. It can be clearly seen that the
translator tried to foreignize the CTs and open the door for the
ST cultural terms enter the TL and make the TT readers familiar
with them. This helps the reader to realize what they are reading
is a distinct culture reflected within the TL. This also offers the
target audience a chance to feel cultural otherness. In addition,
transferring or borrowing CTs may indicate that the translator
tends to facilitate the establishment of new terms within the TL.

Transference seems easy to be used by translators, in the
meantime, it may have an impact on the TL readers. Thus, the
translators should take the type of readership into account
before applying this procedure as Newmark (1988, 220)
classifies readership into three kinds, including “expert,
educated, and uninformed” ones. Naturalization also resembles
transference in a way or another. While the naturalization of a
CT is not exactly the same as transference in foreignizing the
CTs, it still maintains the SL cultural term's foreignness since
the TL readers can easily identify the alienating nature of the
SL cultural term in question.

It is worth noting that translator 1 utilized notes in the form
of footnotes 49 times, accounting for 22.27% of the total
identified cases. The use of footnotes can help the TT readers
form more accurate opinions about the ST cultural terms.
Besides, some stylists think that a translation that is heavily
peppered with footnotes is terrible in terms of appearance.
According to Nida (1964, 237-239), footnotes should serve at
least two of the following purposes: firstly, to provide
additional information, and secondly, to draw attention to any
inconsistencies in the original. Even if a translator provides
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explanations for the CTs in the form of footnotes, their
foreignness will still be easily apparent. Further to what has
been discussed about the two poles of foreignization and
domestication in translating the CTs by translator 1, he used the
neutralizing translation as well through which a translation is
made neither that domesticates the CTs nor foreignizes them.

With regard to translator 2 and translator 3, the results
illustrate that they adopted 10 and 11 procedures respectively
in rendering the CTs found in the novel. The use of the
procedures by translator 2 and translator 3 is different in terms
of occurrences in comparison with translator 1. Cultural
equivalent was used 66 times by translator 2 and 74 times by
translator 3 to render the CTs which is the most commonly
applied procedure to domesticate the CTs for both of them.
Likewise, the least commonly used procedure is deletion
(omission) which was applied only once by the three
translators. It should be noted here that, unlike translator 1 and
translator 3, translator 2 did not employ footnotes at all in
rendering the CTs in his TT.

It is interesting to note that the SL oriented procedures of
transference and naturalization were almost identical in their
number of occurrences which were utilized only in a few cases
in rendering the CTs by translator 2 and 3. In contrast, among
the SL-oriented procedures, the "through translation” procedure
was adopted more frequently by both translator 2 (23 times) and
translator 3 (18 times) to foreignize the CTs.

The results demonstrate that translator 2 and 3, in contrast to
translator 1, have the preference towards domestication
strategy. They both attempted to minimize the foreignness of
the CTs in the TL. Venuti (1995) claims that the domesticating
strategy "violently" eliminates cultural values, resulting in a
text that reads as though it were written in the TL and adheres
to the cultural norms of the target audience. Interestingly,
Venuti (ibid) provides extensive documentation of how foreign
texts would be disregarded if they did not pass the "fluency"
test, in other words, if they were resistant towards "easy
readability” (Hatim, 2001, 51). Thus, when a text or a type of
writing is translated into the TL by using foreignizing strategy,
it is unlikely to be preferred by any mass market readership
because it will not appear natural in the TL due to breaking a
lot of TL conventions and norms.

Taking the numbers and the above-mentioned results into
consideration, it can be apparently seen that, as for translator 1,
foreignization strategy is predominant compared to
domestication. Foreignization was adopted 134 times which
accounts for 61.18 % of the used strategies, while domestication
was employed 60 times accounting for 27.4% and neutral
translation occurred 25 times which accounts for 11.42% of the
identified strategies. This illustrates the fact that translator 1
tends to move the readers towards the writer and the SL cultural
values. This can be achieved through foreignizing the CTs
during the translation process of the novel by breaking some of
the TL conventions and norms. It can also be said that
translators 2 and 3, unlike translator 1, employed domestication
more predominantly than foreignization. With regard to
translator 2, domestication was applied 88 times (53.02%),
while foreignization was implemented 42 times (25.32 %) and
neutral translation 36 times (21.69%). Again, regarding
translator 3, domestication is the predominant strategy with 98
occurrences (54.74%), while foreignization occurred 47 times
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(26.26%) and neutral translation was utilized 34 times (19%).
This illustrates that both translators have the tendency towards
foreignization and domestication strategies as well as
neutralizing translation with varying percentages as explained
above.

The present study is parallel to Al-Rikaby, et al (2018) study
titled Domestication and Foreignization Strategies in Two
Arabic Translations of Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Culture-
Bound Terms and Proper Names. Both the current study and
their article examine the frequency of foreignization and
domestication strategies in light of Venuti’s (1995) model. Al-
Rikaby, et al. applied the procedures suggested by Newmark
(1988) and Coillie (2006) to operationalize the theory while the
current study used only Newmark’s procedures. The results of
their article indicate that although the translators employed
various strategies, they both favored foreignization over
domestication and foreignization is more pervasive.

CONCLUSIONS

Based on the results and findings of the study, the researchers
conclude that the total number of CTs found in the novel were
159 terms and all the five basic cultural categories proposed by
Newmark (1988) were identified in the three translated versions
of the novel into Kurdish. When translation occurs between two
different languages and cultures such as English and Kurdish,
cultural complications arise for translators and may make
translators use different procedures to translate the cultural
bound terms. The translators used a number of translation
procedures from Newmark’s (1988) suggested procedures.
Among the different types of CTs identified, material culture
accounted for the highest proportion (40.37%) in the target texts
(TTs). As for the translators’ choices, footnote and transference
were two preferred procedures for translator 1 to translate the
CTs, whereas the other two translators used transference only
occasionally to foreignize the CTs. The translators shared
almost the same tendency in using cultural equivalent which
was the most commonly used one and also deletion (omission)
which was the least common procedure for all the three
translators. Furthermore, all the translators employed
domestication, foreignization and neutral translation differently
in translating the CTs. Translator 2 and 3 implemented
domestication nearly equally which was more dominant than
foreignization. This means that they both had the tendency to
domesticate the CTs so that they would sound familiar to the
target readership. They both also applied neutral translation
almost similarly. On the other hand, translator 1 utilized
foreignization more predominantly than domestication and
neutral translation. In other words, he tended to foreignize the
CTs in order to appear foreign and preserve the culture of the
ST. This study’s scope is limited because it only considered the
translation of CTs in the three Kurdish versions of Animal Farm
quantitatively, i.e., it did not approach it qualitatively.
Therefore, future studies and investigations can focus on the
translators’ choices and decisions qualitatively in order to
reveal any potential underlying factors that triggered their
choices in handling CTs in Kurdish translations.
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Abstract—The present study aims at investigating teaching
English language to Kurdish students with special educational
needs in Sulaimani city. The study focuses on the challenges that
the teachers and students with special need face in
teaching/learning English. Furthermore, the researchers designed
two different tools to collect data: an interview for the teachers of
English language and a questionnaire to be answered by the
students with special needs. The data is collected from Runaki
Institute and Hiwa Institute in Sulaimani city during the academic
year 2022-2023. Moreover, mixed-method research is used in this
study. The quantitative collected data is analyzed using SPSS,
meanwhile thematic analysis is used to analyze the qualitative
data. The results show that there are many challenges of teaching
English to students with special needs which are relevant to
curriculum, shortage of resources, lack of teaching training
courses, and so on. Finally, the study presents some possible
solutions to overcome the challenges facing students and teachers;
the solutions are limited to designing special curriculum for
English, conducting different training courses by the national and
international experts, setting classes in a special way so that the
students can get benefit from, and treating each student as an
individual.

Index Terms— Challenges, Kurdish SEN Students, Parents,
Solutions, Teachers.

I. INTRODUCTION

It is important to note that General Education is one of the
categories created under Section 15 of the National Educational
System Law of 2003 in which the core curriculum is given
using customary teaching methods without the need for
supplemental materials. Special education, on the other hand, is
the antithesis of general education, and its main objective is to
modify the standard teaching strategies to fit specific types of
students. Several children may have special needs which are
unrecognized or dismissed in the classroom. Depending on
individuals’ qualities, capacities, and needs, these students have
the right to develop and succeed. To achieve this, language

teachers should adapt their programs to fulfill and meet the
needs of all students, including those with impairments,
different levels of language proficiency, learning challenges,
skills, and mental issues (Susilowati and Rahayu, 2016). This
means that teachers should realize that students with Special
Educational Needs (henceforth SEN) have unique educational
needs.

The focus of special education is to give specialized
instruction to a diverse group of children with special needs.
Addressing the needs of this set of students is exceedingly
difficult and necessitates highly qualified teachers.
Unfortunate, SEN students are frequently served by a special
education teaching force that is subject to attrition and change,
affecting the educational services they receive (Billingsley,
2004; Boe, et al, 2008; Connelly and Graham, 2009; Johnson
and Semmelroth, 2014). This means that SEN students require
frequent modifications throughout their studies and in the
classroom situation since they usually face obstacles that
prevent and/or limit their full and effective participation and
engagement in the learning process.

In Iragi Kurdistan Region (IKR), there are special schools
that concentrate on the education of students with SEN.
Nevertheless, efforts have been made to integrate these children
into the regular school system and other national and
international regulations. The amount of students attending
SEN schools has reduced and they are attended particularly by
children with severe disabilities. A student with special
educational needs is a legal term that refers to youngsters who
have learning difficulties or disabilities that make learning more
problematic for them than for other children their age
(Padurean, 2014). Special education began in the eighteenth
century, when specific types of SEN, like hearing impairment,
were recognized. In the nineteenth century, children with
mental problems were included. The emphasis of teachers at the
time was on the need for help to make life meaningful for SEN,
students (Alkahtani, 2016; Gyasi et al, 2020). According to
Padurean (2014), students with SEN find it difficult to adapt to
a hostile setting where they are made fun of, learning requires a
lot of work, and teachers are not fully prepared to manage these
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circumstances and provide the children with the greatest
educational assistance. Furthermore, due to the strain of the
curriculum, teachers think that it is difficult to deal with SEN
students and typical students are deprived of receiving an
education of a good level since teaching SEN students require
much time in each lesson and they sometimes may not learn.

The current study explores the challenges teachers of
English and students with SEN encounter while
teaching/learning English. Moreover, it is to identify the
strategies teachers use to ensure that students with SEN learn.
Additionally, the study intends to answer the following
questions:

1. What are the challenges encountered by English language

teachers while teaching students with special needs?

2. What are the difficulties Kurdish SEN students face in

English lessons?

3. Are there any strategies that the teachers use to overcome

the challenges and help SEN students learn?

Finally, teaching English to students with SEN is the most
difficult task for the teachers and the students are expected to
face many different challenges, especially in Iragi Kurdistan
Region. All these challenges and problems need to be
investigated from the perceptions of the students and teachers.
In addition, it is worth mentioning that this study is the first
attempt in Iragi Kurdistan Region to investigate teaching
English to Kurdish SEN students.

I1. STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS (SEN)

According to Delaney and Farley (2016), students with SEN are
those students who have significant difficulty in the learning
process comparing to the other students with the same age. As
Kazmi and Ali (2021) claim, SEN students refer to students
who are hearing impaired or hard of hearing, have vision
impairment (i.e., visually impaired), have physical disabilities,
intellectual disabilities, learning challenges, behavioral
disorders, or emotional disturbances and have speech or
language troubles. Some students struggle with a variety of
disabilities and learning problems. As Gyasi et al, (2020) point
out, SEN is used to students who, in comparison to children of
the same age group, have learning difficulties that make it
challenging for them to learn. This means that investigating
SEN issues refers to assessing, diagnosing, developing
instructional programs, and appropriate teaching/learning
strategies as well. Padurean (2014) believes that a SEN is a legal
term refers to youngsters who have learning difficulties and/or
disabilities that make their learning more problematic than
other children their age. Furthermore, to overcome these issues,
it is prerequisite to fulfill frequent modifications throughout the
studies inside/outside the classroom.

A. Types of SEN

For Satsuk (2020), SEN is a certain difficulty or disability
which could be resulted from a real illness (e.g., multiple
sclerosis, chronic asthma, epilepsy, etc.), developmental
impairment (e.g., Down syndrome, autism, dyslexia, etc.),
behavioral/emotional disorders, Attention Deficit
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), partial or complete visually
impaired, and hearing impaired, or limited hearing.

Journal of University of Human Development (JUHD)

Many scholars have discussed the different types of SEN
students. For example, Snowling (2001), Macintyre (2005),
Pennington (2019), Hurst (2012), Delaney and Farley (2016),
Adam et al, (2020) point out that the most typical SEN include
Asperger’s Syndrome, Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD),
Attention Deficit Disorder with hyperactivity (ADHD),
Autistic Spectrum Disorders (ASD), Behavioral, emotional and
social difficulties, Cerebral Palsy, Down’s Syndrome, Fragile
X Syndrome, Moderate Learning Difficulties, Physical
Disability (PD), Semantic Pragmatic Disorder (SPD), Sensory
Impairments, Multi-sensory impairment (MSI), Severe
Learning Difficulties (SLD), Profound and Multiple Learning
Difficulties (PMLD), and Specific Learning Difficulties (SLD)
which include Dyslexia, Dyscalculia and, Dyspraxia, Speech,
Language and Communication Difficulties (SLCD), Tourette’s
Syndrome (TS), Hearing impairment (HI), and Visual
impairment (VI). Moreover, it is worth mentioning that the
current study mainly focuses on SEN students who have zero
and/or half visually impaired students and hearing impaired
and/or hard of hearing students.

B. SEN Methods of Teaching

More significant than promoting student learning is the
utilization of appropriate and efficient methods in the teaching
and learning processes. The processes of learning and teaching
use a variety of methods. What matters is that the teacher selects
the approach that is most effective and appropriate for the
student’s level when teaching the material. Each field has its
own methodologies in addition to general ones (Kurt & Yavuz,
2018). In order to keep the SEN students’ independence,
teaching strategies in special education often attempt to
improve appropriate behavior and decrease improper behavior
(Demirok, et al, 2019). This might be accomplished through
using the widely used applied behavioral analysis approach in
special education. In addition, it is crucial to note that there are
a variety of teaching methods adopted in special education
(Odom et al., 2005 & Mitchell, 2014). To select the best and
most effective teaching method for SEN students, teachers
should take a number of points into consideration, for example,
the skills to be taught, individual characteristics of the child,
educational requirements, learning environments, teaching
materials, and accessibility of support services (Kukey et al.,
2019).

There are additional SEN teaching methods including direct
instruction and natural teaching which begins with activating
the students’ prior knowledge then teaching them how to do a
new task; at the end of the course, the teacher analyzes and
grades the results (Wolery et al., 1988; Bechtolt et al., 2014;
Blik et al., 2016; Eratay & Yeseriroglu, 2017). In addition,
Yasin and Ramli, (2013) describes computer-assisted education
which refers to the use of computers or other electronic devices
to assist teachers; Uzunboylu and Ozcan 2019 focus on sensory-
based teaching which refers to any learning activity that
integrates two or more sensory strategies to absorb or express
information. For Obaid (2013), multisensory approaches have
proved to be very beneficial in literacy and language
development especially in the connections between sound and
sign, word identification, and the use of tactile methods such as
tracing on rough or soft surfaces. Moreover, as Wolery et al.
(1988) point out, one of the most widely applied methods in
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special education, aside from these other teaching strategies, is
errorless teaching. The goal of errorless teaching is to attain
learning outcomes through the use of exercises and responses
rather than mistakes made during teaching. This approach was
established based on abilities and concepts. According to
BragaKenyon et al. (2017), and Sorakin and Uzunboylu,
(2017), these methods were developed due to the fact that using
regular teaching methods to teach SEN students results in
higher error rates. A positive student-teacher relationship is
created when the error level is reduced through errorless
teaching technique. Furthermore, to exhibit the goal behaviors
in skill training based on errorless teaching methods, cues are
given to the student. The cues must be delivered based on a
systematic strategy to achieve success. Finally, as Westwood
(2011) states, there are two different approaches with several
strategies of teaching SEN students which are Teacher-directed
Approaches (e.g., Expository Teaching, Interactive Whole-
class Teaching, and Direct Instruction) and Student-centred
Approaches (e.g., Discovery Learning, Project-based Learning,
Resource-based Learning, Problem-based and/or Issues-based
Learning, Situated Learning and E-learning).

C. SEN Students in Iragi Kurdistan Region

SEN students experience several learning obstacles in school
in the Iragi Kurdistan Region, including a number of challenges
relevant to language skills, reading, writing, counting, listening,
responding, support, thinking and so on. Moreover, the length
and difficulty level of the curriculum, as well as its
incompatibility with the skills of SEN students, are currently
the most prominent variables determining learning barriers in
the IKR. Furthermore, lack of individual consideration among
students separately in the classroom and poor performance of
some teachers and special education students lead to lack of
communication and collaboration between school and family;
this consequently has its own negative impact of the
learning/teaching process. Concerning the percentage of
learning difficulties in IKR, there is no accurate statistics of
learning difficulties among SEN students; they have difficulty
since they are highly marginalized, particularly in communities
that are poor. Providing SEN students with needs and paying
attention to their abilities is not only the family’s
responsibility rather the government’s duty; the IKR
government must give these students full attention since they
are the national’s wealth (Ali, 2021). The current study is an
outstanding attempt to highlight the data and statistics relevant
to the SEN students in Sulaimani city which can be generalized
later to the whole region. The education stakeholders can work
seriously on the results, findings, conclusions, and
recommendations of the study. Finally, the majority of the
challenges encountered by SEN students and special education
teachers during the learning/teaching process are the result of
authorities and the educational authorities’ failure and or
carelessness to make decisions in the best interests of SEN
students; the government should offer a suitable atmosphere for
SEN students so that they can easily comprehend the courses;
the authorities should support special education teachers to
become acquainted with contemporary methods of teaching
SEN students.

101

I1l. PREVIOUS STUDIES ON SEN

Padurean’s (2014) study entitled “Teaching the English
Language to Children with Special Educational Needs” focuses
on identifying the most effective strategies for teaching English
to SEN children and determining whether they need supportive
teacher to participate in foreign language classes in regular
classrooms. The study data is collected through a questionnaire
of a total of 90 regular student parents, 90 normal students, 10
SEN students, and 10 English teachers. The questionnaire has
been used to learn more about how teachers, parents, and
students see SEN students. Moreover, the sample students are
given a pre-test once the findings were assessed. An English
teacher who specializes in teaching English to SEN children has
worked with the experimental group. The study concludes that
the majority of teachers think that SEN students require more
time, more explanations, and different tasks than other students
which slow down the pace of teaching. They also acknowledge
that they occasionally fail to consider the needs of SEN students
because of the pressure of completing the curriculum by the end
of the school year. Furthermore, parents believe that their
children waste time in class since teachers must explain things
to children more than once and they do not want their students
to make friends with SEN children when it comes to
socializing. Concerning SEN student’s idea, the study claims
that SEN students prefer taking sport and music rather than
other subjects and learning English is not an easy task.

In 2019, Rezabala and Holgu published “Adaptations for
Teaching Children with Special Educational Needs in ESL
Context” to examine the use of audiovisuals in modifications
and adjustments for teaching English to a child who has been
diagnosed with attention deficit disorder. To determine the
evolution of the participant's English language skills, a
combination of qualitative and quantitative research approaches
is used. Moreover, this study presents teaching methods that use
games and technology to aid children with physical or
intellectual challenges in language learning. The results
indicate how the movies keep the participant's attention over
time, and how the voice self-recording aids his listening and
speaking practice. This situation creates several opportunities
to innovate existing adaptations and modifications for
improving the teaching and learning process of children with
special educational needs in an ESL context.

Khasawneh (2021) published a study entitled research
design, “Problems Teaching English to Deaf Students” to
identify the challenges faced by teachers in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia while teaching English to hearing impaired
students. 186 teachers’ responses to online questionnaires were
utilized to gather data. To create a systematic and accurate
summary of a population’s characteristics and facts, this study
employed a descriptive design and a quantitative approach.
There were two sections to the questionnaire: the respondents’
background information including gender and years of
experience and 32 items to measure issues with teaching
English to hearing impaired students. The findings showed that
there are relatively significant problems with teaching English
to hearing impaired children in special education institutions
Nevertheless, there are substantial issues with the hearing
impaired children themselves in special education schools.
Teachers in special education schools have substantial concerns
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about issues relating to the learning environment for hearing
impaired children. Finally, the study shows that there are no
statistically significant differences between English teachers
with their gender and years of teaching.

In contrast to the previous studies, this study designed a 19-
item questionnaire for SEN students. Moreover, it is important
to mention that 4 English teachers from Hiwa and Runaki
Institutes were interviewed. All the challenges the teachers and
SEN students have with the educational process were discussed
and some possible solutions were presented.

IV. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY AND STUDY INSTRUMENTS

This study has a mixed-method research design. To investigate
the challenges of teaching English to Kurdish SEN students in
Sulaimani City, the current study has applied a quantitative and
qualitative research design. The first objective was to find the
difficulties facing teachers and SEN students while
teaching/learning English and present possible solutions. The
researchers designed a questionnaire for SEN students; the
questionnaire items were translated from English to Kurdish
language since the students were not able to comprehend
English, and the face validity has been done to the Kurdish
version. Moreover, interview questions were designed based on
readings of related literature and studies on concepts of
challenges and issues in SEN.

A. The Study Sample

The study was conducted in the two institutes of students
with special needs in the Iragi Kurdistan Region, Sulaimani
City. The sample of the study consisted of 30 SEN students and
interviewing 4 SEN teachers from two different institutes,
namely Hiwa and Runaki. In addition, Hiwa Institute is for the
zero and half visually impaired students, while Runaki Institut
is for the hearing impaired or hard of hearing students. The
study was conducted during the school year 2022-2023. The
student’s questionnaire consists of 19 Likert Scale items.
Moreover, the items are adapted from different exports to be
modified and changed according to the currents study aims.
Additionally, the student’s lack of English comprehension is the
main reason of translating the questionnaire into Kurdish and
the hearing- impaired students are got assistance through
explaining the items using sign language by an expert.

Moreover, conducting interviews is another qualitative
strategy that was applied in this study. The interview consists
of 17 questions depending on covering the study aims and
answering the research questions. The questions include a
number of themes and subthemes relevant to teaching English
to SEN students. It is worth mentioning that the researchers
asked the questions in English, meanwhile the teachers
answered the interview questions in Kurdish and the
researchers translated their response into English in order to
find out the themes and sub-themes of the interview.

B. Validity and Reliability of the Study Instrument

The researchers send the instrument to several specialists in
the fields of Applied Linguistics, Cognitive Linguistics,
Psycholinguistics, and TEFL to determine the suitability and
practicality of tools (see Appendix C). Furthermore, the tools
are translated into Kurdish and given to a number of experts in
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the field of Special Education, Educational Psychology, and
Comparative Literature to determine the clarity and
applicability of the Kurdish version of the study tools (see
Appendix D). Thus, the study instruments are valid.

Furthermore, Alpha-Cronbach has been used to examine the
questionnaire’s reliability; the questionnaire reliability is 0.75
confirming that the questionnaire’s items are reliable and
acceptable since 0.75 is above 0.7 Cronbach’s Alpha values.
Therefore, Cronbach’s alpha based on the standardized items of
0.75 shows that the study instrument’s dependability is
undoubtedly acceptable.

V.DATA ANALYSIS AND RESULT DISCUSSION

A. SEN Teachers’ Interview

The researchers attempt to find out the answers of the first
and the second research questions through the teachers’
interview. In the teacher interviews, 18 themes were first
identified, categorized into three main themes and 14 sub-
themes. The main themes are methods, course, syllabus,
and learning environment. Moreover, depending on subthemes’
relevance to the main themes the interview data has been
analyzed.

1) Challenges Related to Teaching Methods Training
Course and Curriculum

There are numerous strategies that teachers of SEN students
should take into consideration to facilitate learning. It is critical
to bear in mind that one of the main aims of this study is
identifying the teaching strategies used by Kurdish teachers of
English who teach SEN students; it is the first research question
of the study. According to the data collected from the interview,
the teachers do not stick to any set strategies or methods in their
teaching. This could be contributed to the fact that the teachers
have not participated in any necessary courses or seminars that
might familiarize them with the best practices for teaching
SEN. Thus, lack of sufficient knowledge regarding teaching in
SEN context is considered a main challenge mentioned by the
teachers. This has been in accordance with what has been
mentioned by Nisa and Kusmiati (2020) that teaching SEN
students is not an easy task comparing with the stream
education and teachers should participate in up-to-date training
course so as to implement the most recent teaching
methodology. Furthermore, as the data reveals, out of four
English teachers, none of them has ever participated in a SEN
teaching training course. This indicates that they do not
previous experience of teaching English to SEN students as it
has been confirmed by the first teacher (T1) was that “no, |
haven't participated in any training course. We must
participate in a training course to be ready to perform better”.
In addition, all teachers apply their own distinctive methods in
the classroom following each student’s particular needs,
abilities, and skills. Building on this, one may claim that it
would be beneficial to include a seminar on how to teach SEN
students during the teachers’ academic preparation.

Regarding the challenges relevant to the curriculum, it is
noted that Sunrise Program is taught by teachers and the quality
of teaching is influenced by how the curriculum is developed,
planned, applied, and evaluated. This can be considered one of
the most noticeable challenges, since Sunrise is designed for
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general education. The majority of teachers claim that this
program is not appropriate for SEN students since none of the
activities of Sunrise Program is suitable for the students, in the
two institutes in Sulaimani city, who have special difficulties,
including the hearing impaired, speech impaired, and zero-
visually impaired students. Due to SEN student’s inability to
hear listen or speak to read, the first and second teacher (i.e.,
50%) state that they focus exclusively on writing and speaking
in sign language while teaching the skills, and very little focus
on reading and writing skills; most of the students at Runaki
Institute are visually impaired students, meanwhile the teachers
of Hiwa Institute claim that
“We can teach the four skills while teaching English and
most students can listen and understand; they can write
letters, but generally speaking, writing is the most
difficult skill for them because the majority of the
students at Hiwa Institute are speech impaired, hearing
impaired, and hard of hearing students.” (T 3)

2) Challenges of Learning Environment
The uncomfortable material they teach is harming the
teachers, SEN students, and even the students’ parents.
However, the teachers do not only depend on the textbook, they
rather attempt to use additional items to help the SEN students
understand the lesson better. All of the teachers (i.e., %100)
provide the SEN students with more examples of the subjects
and also use authentic materials while teaching the English
language. Furthermore, the teachers also highlight that
individual learning is much more practical and helpful SEN
students than learning in a group because every student is
diverse and has a wide range of abilities. This claim has also
been confirmed by Uzunboylu and Ozcan (2019).
Additionally, all teachers (i.e., 100%) state that due to the

students’ special needs especially hearing impaired and speech
impaired, the students cannot hear or talk and must instead
focus on what they see. Thus, it is the teachers’ responsibility
to explain subjects using signs and pictures to help them
comprehend. Despite the fact, that the majority of teachers (i.e.,
%75) ensure that SEN students can learn English very well by
motivating teachers and families to learn, whereas, one of the
teachers (i.e., %25) believes that “the SEN students can learn
English, but they will not be like a normal student; they can only
learn most simply vocabularies and some grammatical rules”.
Moreover, It is important to point out that the teachers describe
several challenges they encounter; they argue that teaching
English in general, particularly speaking, writing, and reading
skills, is difficult especially for visually impaired and hearing
impaired students. Hence, half of the students get bored in the
class. Besides, teachers believe that the time allocated for
lessons is insufficient to effectively teach SEN students. All of
these may indicate inappropriate  teaching/learning
environment. The teachers’ quotes in the interview are evidence
to support this claim:

“The learning environment has a significant impact on

students’ learning outcomes. The learning environment

was completely inappropriate for learning. Schools’

open areas and noise, individual needs, inappropriate

temperature, inadequate lighting, poorly placed boards,

and the wrong classroom layout are all potential

distractions for students in the classroom” (T 2)
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Likewise, the third teacher claims that
“The educational environment of our institute is very
bad; we have some small things just for grades one and
two to help the students learn the letters and two
projectors which are not enough for SEN students and
teachers. So, we only try to teach them with the simplest
ways” (T 3)

These challenges make the teachers unable to follow the
lesson plan. In other words, the environment has negatively
affected the teachers’ plan. All teachers (i.e., %100) claim that
they usually struggle to stick to the lesson plan; the
environmental factors must be taken into account which is a
challenges by itself.

Concerning how teachers’ views on individual differences
among SEN students and whether their gender makes any
differentness regarding the learning/teaching process, 50% of
the teachers claim that SEN students understand the subject
differently than other students with the same institute,
particularly zero visually impaired students who require more
time to learn than others. In other words, due to the students’
different special needs, teachers always face challenges even
among the same class. In addition, 50% of teachers take the
students’ individual differences into consideration and this can
be noticed as a challenge for them. With regard to gender, the
majority of teachers (i.e., 75%) believe that gender has no
significant effects on the teaching process.

Additionally, successful special education teachers must
fully understand SEN students’ talents and needs. Thus,
assessment is not an easy process in SEN context since SEN
students are complicated students with distinct needs.
Assessment is an essential part in special education and Kurdish
teachers of English language are not able to assess their SEN
students the way they intend. Assessment is one of the sub-
themes that the teachers discussed in the interview; 50% of the
teachers argue that they “cannot assess them in all the skills,
because their situation is different from other students” (T 4).
Meanwhile, the other half state the opposite.

“We assess them in all skills daily and monthly, and we
have first and second-course exams; we read the exam
paper and explain to questions and we also give the
students much time to answer the questions, we as a
teacher consider their needs into account.” (T 2)
Building on the teachers’ claim, one can state that due to the
students’ needs, teachers should focus on the students and the
learning environment during the assessment process.

Another problematic theme is offering the online classes.
According to 75% of the teachers, online classes cannot be
offered in Kurdish SEN context since the majority of students
do not have access to the net and their special needs make the
challenge much more complicated. This means online classes
are ineffective for teaching English in SEN context. On the
other hand, only 25% of the teachers believe that online can be
used as an appropriate alternative to teach SEN students. To
confirm this claim, T 4 state that “I have taught SEN students
English online during the pandemic Covid-19 and I did not
have problems.”

3) Teachers’ Perspectives on Parental Challenges
The positive relationship between parents and teachers can
be considered a crucial element in the learning process that
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helps students learn more successfully. This may lead one to
claim that to guarantee the success of learning/teaching process,
all SEN students need the support of their teachers and families
since some students have specific requirements that needs
additional support. As the interview data reveals, 100% of
teacher of English believe that good relationship between them
and SEN students’ parents is of educational significance and
value. In addition, all teachers believe that SEN students who
are supported by their parents perform better compare to those
who do not have this support. Furthermore, this relationship is
also important since the parent will be notified on students’
progress and improvement. This result has also been confirmed
by Loughran (2008) and Balli (2016) in non-Kurdish SEN
context.

B. Analysis and Discussion of the Students’ Questionnaire

The current sub-section attempts to answer the third research
question; for this purpose, a 19-items questionnaire was
completed by 30 SEN students at Hiwa and Runaki institutes.
In order to analyze the items in a better way, the questionnaire
items are divided into different subtopics relevant to the main
one.

1) SEN Student’s Perspectives on Learning Environment
Challenges

The first item of the questionnaire is to shed light on the
acoustics problem inside the classroom. According to the
collected data, most of the SEN students agreed that there are a
lot of acoustic problems facing them during English class
lesson. Table 1 shows that most of the students agree on the
existence of this challenge with the mode of 2 and the mean of
2.17; the SEN students are deviated in 1.315 from the mean.
Thus, it recognizes that the physical environment of the
classroom was not appropriate for teaching SEN students. This
means that 70% of SEN students agreed that they did not have
an appropriate educational setting for learning English.

TABLE 1
CHALLENGES RELATED TO LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

Options’ Frequency =z
Items 3
SA° A N D SD

Sd

3poN

1. There is a classroom

acoustics problem in an

educational setting face 10 11 3 4 2 217 1
deaf or hard of hearing
students.

2. The classroom’s
physical environment is
suitable for learning
English to Special
Educational Needs
(SENS).

3. I get board in the
process of learning 15 10 4 1 0 210 2
English.

4. There are audio

materials that we can

hear the correct 14 6 6 4 0 363 4
pronunciation of the

sounds and words.

5. At my school, the

facilities are available so

as | can make use of 2 5 3 1 9 377 4
them to improve my

English.

1.315

1.223

1.185

1.299

0.817

SA = Strongly Agree, A = Agree, N = Neutral, D = Disagree, SD = Strongly
Disagree, Sd = Standard Deviation
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Meanwhile, for only %13.3 of the students, the educational
environment was comfortable for learning English. The other
students (i.e., %16.7) chose the neutral concept for responding
to the item. Another challenge is lack of authentic materials.
The majority of students (i.e., %53.3) disagree that enough
authentic materials were used during English language lesson.
The majority of students asserted that teachers of English
occasionally utilize two projectors to listen to dialogues for the
visually impaired students, but since the hearing impaired
students are unable to use them, the teacher brings some
pictures to them instead to make the subject simpler to
understand. However, according to %23.3 of the students, they
did not have not any problems related to authentic materials;
out of 30 students, 7 of them (i.e., %23.3) selected neutral.

Based on their responses to different items, many students
did not agree on the facilities available for SEN students to be
used to improve their English proficiency. The following table
shows that most SEN students selected option 4, which is
shown in the mode statistics, and the mean of SEN students’
answers is close to 3.77; this indicates that they selected the
neutral option, with a deviation of 0.817. Moreover, due to all
these learning environment challenges, SEN students always
lose interest inside English lessons. As the data reveals, 80% of
students were unhappy during English learning process.
Although, only 5 students (i.e., %16.7) did not have any
difficulties, and only one student (i.e., %3.3) was neutral about
the process. This means that the teachers face challenges since
the majority of their students are not happy with the class
atmosphere; this consequently has a negative impact of the
students’ performance, progress, and satisfaction. The
following table shows the mean, mode, and standard deviation
of the SEN students’ questionnaire and their option selection
for the first fifth items of the questionnaire.

2) Challenges Related to the Teaching/Teachers

Several items related to English teachers were prepared for
the SEN students in the questionnaire. The SEN students
highlighted that they usually misunderstand the teacher due to
lip-reading/residual hearing, in response to item no. 7. The
mode in Table 2 reveals that the majority of students selected
option 2 which indicates that they agree in misunderstanding
the teacher due to the lip-reading/residual hearing difficulty.
The mean of all the students for this question is close to 1.87
while the SEN students deviate around 0.819 from the mean.

Another item was about using the first language of the SEN
students by the English teacher during teaching process. Out of
30 students, 24 of them (i.e., %80) agree that their English
teachers always use the first language during the lesson
whenever the students need it; the rest of SEN students, which
constitute %20, chose a neutral option for this item. Likewise,
the motivation of the teacher SEN students is another important
item; most SEN claimed that the teachers always motivate all
SEN students. As table 2 presents, most of the students agreed
in this regard and they chose option 2 which represents in the
mode, and some other of the SEN responses were close to 2.20
which has been shown in the mean, and the SEN students
deviated in 0.961 from the mean. Out of 30 SEN students, 29 of
them %96.7 agreed with the needs of parents’ motivation to
learn the English language. Only one student (i.e., %3.3) was
the neutral in this regard.
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The majority of SEN students agreed that during the lesson,
their English teacher was very patient and explained everything
to the SEN students. Most of the students chose option 1 which
shows in the mode in table 2 and the mean was close to 1.87
and the responses all deviated from 0.9 to the mean. The
students with special needs believed that there was always an
appropriate interpretation service that would successfully
communicate the lesson in their primary language. In this
regard, 16 of them (i.e., 53.3%) agreed that there was an
adequate interpretation in English class that makes it much
easier to follow the lesson. Six students which means 20%
selected the neutral option, while the rest (i.e., 26.7%)
disagreed. Fortunately, this goes in accordance with what has
been mentioned by Downs et al. (2000) that teachers should use
one of the various interpreters: American Sign Language
(ASL), oral, tactile, or cued speech; teachers will be referred to
as interpreters for this education. Regarding entertainment
activities inside/outside classes, it is believed that this is a great
opportunity to improve and develop their English language
proficiency since the majority of SEN students (i.e., 18 among
30) were not satisfied and believed that they need more
entertainment activities inside and outside the classroom
especially in English lessons. Statistically speaking, the
majority of the student responses were within the range of 1.23
as indicated by the mean in table 2, and it is obvious that the
majority of the SEN students agreed with this statement as

TABLE 2
CHALLENGES RELATED TO THE TEACHERS FROM STUDENT’S PERSPECTIVE
Options’ Frequency < £
Items 28 8 s
SA A N D SD - @
6. My teacher considers
my situation in the 6 15 4 5 0 190 2 1029

evaluation process.

7. Students with special

needs may misunderstand

their teacher because of 4 11 8 5 2 267 2
Lip-Reading/Residual

Hearing.

8. My teacher over-uses of

native language in the 3 18 5 4 0 207 2
classroom.

9. My teacher encourages

me inside/outside the 16 6 4 2 2 210 2
classroom.

10. There is always an

appropriate interpretation

service that will

effectively communicate

the lesson in their primary

language.

11. My teacher can fix all

the barriers while learning 16 7 4 2 1 303 4
process.

12. My teacher ignores
exercises of reading.
13. The students need
more entertainment
activity inside/outside the 15 3 10 2 0 247 3
classroom to develop and

improve their English.

14. The teacher explains

everything and he/she is 16 3 4 5 2 340 4
very patient with us.

15. My parent motivates

me for teaching English 15 5 4 5 1 343 3
language.

1.155

0.868

1.185

19 8 5 1 0 220 2 0961

1.129

16 3 8 3 0 140 1 0932

1.106

1.329

0.935

SA = Strongly Agree, A = Agree, N = Neutral, D = Disagree, SD = Strongly
Disagree, Sd = Standard Deviation
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indicated by the mode of Table 2. In addition, the student
responses differed from the mean by 0.504. This indicates that
schools and institutes of SEN students should pay much
attention to the educational atmosphere and specifying enough
space for the students’ entertainment.

Unfortunately, the majority of Kurdish students in SEN
context were not capable to communicate in class or read text
from textbooks since the English teachers do not provide them
with this opportunity. To familiarize SEN students with this
type of activity, the teachers themselves read the activities
several times. As the data shows, only %16.7 of SEN students
agreed that they can read since this skill is not ignored by the
teachers. Meanwhile, %43.6 of students claimed that the
teacher ignores reading activities when teaching English and
student % 36.7 were neutral about this concern. Additionally,
one of the important points in teaching English to SEN students
is taking SEN students’ situation and case into consideration
during the assessment process. For this purpose, several
students agreed that their teacher was aware of the student’s
special situation during the examination process. In table 2, the
answers of the SEN students were close to 2.40 as it is shown
in the mean of the item, the mode presents that most of the
students agreed because they selected the score 1, and their
response deviated by 1.163 from the mean. Despite these issues,
the English teacher makes an effort to remove obstacles from
the English learning process. Luckily, the majority of SEN
students (i.e., %49.6) agreed that the teacher could overcome
obstacles while teaching English, whereas %16.6 students
disagreed, and %33.3 of students were neutral. Generally
speaking, it is not an easy task to overcome all obstacles of SEN
context by teachers since they need official support from the
government. The mean, mode, and standard deviation from
item 6 to item 15 are listed in the following table.

3) Curriculum and/or Syllabus Challenges from the

Student’s Perspective

It is worth noting that the curriculum and/or syllabus at both
the Hiwa and Runaki Institutes for SEN students were one of
the biggest challenges. During the teachers’ interviews, the
researchers noticed that most of the problems facing SEN
students and teachers were due to the curriculum and the
syllabus provided by the Ministry of Education of Iraqi
Kurdistan Region Government. The problem is that this
curriculum is designed for public education and its level of
difficulty is not appropriate for SEN students; this makes
English textbook inappropriate. Regarding this issue, 28
students (i.e., %94) were very concerned that the English
textbook (i.e., Sunrise Program) was not suitable for them,
meanwhile only 2 students (i.e., %6) agreed with the syllabus
they were studying. Due to this, many SEN students
experienced a lot of negative feelings, had low self-esteem, and
did not like learning a second language. To determine whether
SEN students experience the constant loss of confidence they
encounter when studying English, the researchers designed an
item. As it is presented in table 3, the majority of students with
special needs selected option 2 meaning that they felt low self-
confidence due to the numerous difficulties they encounter in
English lessons. Furthermore, the mean of the majority of
students’ responses was close to 1.90 and their answers
deviated by 1.029 from the mean. This issue should be fixed
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since it can be considered the most important one. In other
words, it is not possible to teach/learn a second/foreign
language without an appropriate curriculum and well-designed
syllabus. Kaulina, et al, (2016) state that inaccurate or delayed
diagnosis of a certain issue in SEN context may result in
highlighting a number of different problems; this can
psychologically affect the SEN students’ support.

In addition, another separate item is to explore the SEN
students’ perception whether the English language class was
excessively lengthy. 21 students (i.e., 70%) had difficulty with

TABLE 3
CURRICULUM AND/OR SYLLABUS CHALLENGES FROM THE STUDENTS’
PERSPECTIVE

Options’ Frequency < =
Items 8 8 sd
SA A N D SD - @
16. The SEN’s lack of
confidence is one of the
problems they face during 1 8 ! 12 2 140 1 0%
learning process.
17. Most of the students
are interesting in learning 13 15 2 0 0 190 2 1029
second language.
18. The syllabus we have
is so_mehow dl_fflcult for 6 3 10 8 3 217 2 1117
special education needs
situation.
Il(?r;g;l'he lesson period is 9 6 5 6 4 303 4 1129

SA = Strongly Agree, A = Agree, N = Neutral, D = Disagree, SD = Strongly
Disagree, Sd = Standard Deviation

the English lesson period, whereas 20% of them which mean
six students only had no troubles with the period; only three
students selected neutral option. Item no. 17 is to investigate
whether SEN students are interested in learning a second
language despite having all these issues. The majority of SEN
students did not agree with this statement; this indicated that
they disagree and do not enjoy learning a second language.
Additionally, the students’ answer was close to 3.03 and
deviated from the mean by 1.129. The following table presents
items frequency and the statistics for items 16, 17, 18, and 19.

C. Discussion of the Results

According to the analyzed data, the teachers of English at
Hiwa Institute for the Hearing Impaired Students and Runaki
Institute for the Visually Impaired Students do not implement a
particular education method for students with disabilities and
instead tailor their lessons to the student’s needs and
experiences. This could be attributed to the fact that there are
no certain courses for teachers who teach SEN students.
Moreover, it is the responsibility of the relevant authorities to
facilitate the provision of a special course that presents
appropriate methods for teachers who work at special education
institutes in order to give SEN students opportunity to learn as
much as possible. Furthermore, English teachers of SEN
students confront numerous challenges and barriers on a regular
basis during the teaching process due to a variety of reasons,
including lack of a particular curriculum for SEN students in
Iragi Kurdistan Region, lack of competent and well trained staff
in the special education sector to train teachers in order to
develop the students’ abilities, and inappropriate educational
environment. To overcome these challenges, stakeholders in
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SEN institutes and Ministry of Education can conduct a national
conference on designing SEN curriculum; this could be done
with consultant of international experts in the fields. In addition,
there should be continuous training online and in-person
training courses for teachers of SEN students and institutes
administrative staff; this could be very useful for the students,
teachers, and institutes manager. Moreover, the government
should work on designing/building appropriate institutes for
special education paying much attention to educational
purposes and entertainment spaces in order to increase the
students’ learning level and find out special abilities students
have. These could be helpful to fix issues relevant not to English
subject only rather to all different subjects SEN students take.
Without a doubt, SEN students face different challenges
while studying/learning the English language. Unfortunately, as
the data reveals, a very small fraction of students do not have
problems with the curriculum/syllabus of English lessons since
they claim that they have learned English. Whereas, the
majority of students suffer from the Sunrise Program. In
addition to the curriculum, SEN students face a variety of other
challenges, including their poor ability to comprehend topics
they take, lack of modern and appropriate sound system
specialized for teaching SEN students, inappropriateness of the
environment of SEN education, and lack of suitable learning
materials and equipment to aid students in the learning process.
The majority of students’ challenges can be solved with the
support of stakeholders of Ministry of Education; this can be
done with building a modernized institute for SEN education.

CONCLUSIONS

Depending on the analyses of the questionnaires and interview
data, the current study has come up with a number of
conclusions which reveal some challenges including various
impairments, curriculum, lack of self-assurance, shortage of
resources, teaching method, and so on. Moreover, due to the
fact that most teachers who teach SEN students have not
received any special needs education training, they believe they
are unqualified to educate these children; to have effective
teaching strategies, they need specific training related to special
educational needs students. In addition, normal students and
children  with  impairments have distinct teaching
methodologies. Students with disabilities require special
education; not all teaching strategies are appropriate for them.
As teachers understand their students’ needs and talents, they
can devise teaching strategies that are acceptable for them.
Furthermore, the most important point that should be taken into
consideration by the stakeholders of education is
modifying/changing the current learning environment to a
better one since teachers and SEN students claim that this
environment is not appropriate for students with special
educational needs. Additionally, parental involvement in the
education of special needs children benefits everyone. In a
nutshell, parental involvement in special education means
better services and outcomes for children with disabilities.
Finally, the study also concludes that the government has not
provided teachers and SEN students with basics and
requirements of teaching/learning in SEN context.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Building on its conclusions, the current study presents a number
of recommendations to relevant to investigating teaching
English to Kurdish students with special educational needs in
Sulaimani city. The recommendations should be taken into
consideration in order to overcome the challenges in this regard,;
the recommendations are listed below.

1. Teachers of English should be more creative in teaching
in a way to make SEN students more active in English
classes. This cannot be achieved without participating in
a training course or some online/in-person seminars by
national/international experts.

2. Ministry of Education should train teachers of special
education institutes and school to be able to select the
most practical curriculum and/or syllabus for teaching
English taking into account the students’ and their
parents’ feedback.

3. The administration of institutes/schools should implement
the required measures to address the challenges raised by
the teachers to help them create a successful learning
environment.

4. Institutes/schools should to provide teachers and students
with some types of equipment for educational activities,
such as media in teaching-learning activities and the
sources of the materials.

5. Itis the duty of the Ministry of Education and the experts
in this field to set up a method for students with
disabilities so that teachers can follow it while teaching
SEN students.

6. Iragi Kurdistan Region Government should provide
schools for gifted students to take advantage of their
abilities.

7. Teachers of English should concentrate on the individual
differences among SEN students.

8. Second/foreign language learning should be promoted in
schools and educational environment with standard and
appropriate method for SEN students.

9. To lessen the challenges that SEN students face, the
government must strive diligently. It ought to be one of
the main topics of discussion in the Kurdistan Regional
Parliament meeting.
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APPENDIX A: INTERVIEW QUESTIONS FOR TEACHERS

Dear teachers of English,

You are kindly asked to answer the following questions
which are designed to investigate how English is taught at the
institutes specialised for students with special needs in
Sulaimani city. Your answer will be kept confidential. Thanks
for your cooperation.

The researchers
Questions:

1.

10.

Do you depend on a textbook only while teaching
English? How do you teach the four skills: listening,
speaking, reading, and writing? Do you use authentic
materials?

What is a specific method you follow? Do you follow
your lesson plan every day? Do you believe that the
lesson period is enough to teach English?

Have you participated in any training course relevant
to teaching English for special educational needs?
How can you consider the individual differences
among SENSs into account? Do make any difference
relevant to gender in teaching English?

Do you believe that the educational environment of
your institute is comfortable for teaching English for
SEN? Are there some instruments and tools that help
your students get the lesson easier?

There is a claim saying that SEN students cannot learn
English. What do you say concerning this? Do you
motivate your students while teaching English? How?
To what extent maintaining a parent-teacher
relationship is important in process of teaching
English to SEN?

How do you assess the students? Do you assess them
in all skills? Do you consider the SENs students’
situation in the assessment process?

Which one is more practical and helpful individual
learning or learning in a group while teaching English
for SENs? Why?

Have you ever taught English for SENs online? If yes,
what challenges have you faced?
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APPENDIX B: THE STUDENTS’ QUESTIONNAIRE

Dear students,

This  questionnaire is  designed to investigate
teaching/learning English at your institute. Please answer all
items through choosing one option only. Your answer will be
kept confidential and used for research purposes only. Thanks
for your cooperation.

The researchers
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6.At my institute, there is a classroom
acoustics problem face deaf or hard of
hearing students.

7.The classroom’s physical environment
is suitable for learning English to
Special Educational Needs (SENS).

8.1 get board in the process of learning
English.

9.There are audio materials that we can
hear the correct pronunciation of the
sounds and words.

10. At my institute, the facilities are
available so as | can make use of them
to improve my English.

11. My teacher considers my situation in
the evaluation process.

12. Students with special needs may
misunderstand their teacher because of
Lip-Reading/Residual Hearing.

13. My teacher over-uses of native
language in the classroom.

14. My teacher encourages me
inside/outside the classroom.

15. There is always an appropriate
interpretation service that will
effectively communicate the lesson in
their primary language.

16. My teacher can fix all the barriers
while learning process.

17. My teacher ignores exercises of
reading.

18. The students need more entertainment
activity inside/outside the classroom to
develop and improve their English.

19. The teacher explains everything and
he/she is very patient with us.

1.My parent motivates me for learning the
English language.

2.The SEN’s lack of confidence is one of
the problems they face during the
learning process.

3.Most of the students are interesting in
learning a second language.

4.The current syllabus is difficult for
special education needs situation.

5.The lesson period is long.

APPENDIX C: DESCRIPTION OF JURORS OF THE

Names & Academic Rank Specialty Place of Work
. . Applied Salahaddin
Prof. Dr. Fatimah Rashid Hasan Linguistics University-Erbil
Asst. Prof. Dr. Azad Hasan Fatah ~ C09nitive University of
Linguistics Sulaimani.

Asst. Prof. Dr. Habib Soleimani TEFL

Asst. Prof. Dr. Jamal Ali Omer Applied

Asst. Prof. Dr. Inaad Mutlib Sayer  Psycholinguistics

Linguistics

University of
Kurdistan, Sanandaj

University of Raparin

University of Human
Development

ENGLISH VERSION OF THE STUDY TOOLS

APPENDIX D: DESCRIPTION OF JURORS OF THE
KURDISH BVERSION OF THE STUDY TOOLS

Names & Academic Rank Specialty Place of Work
Asst. Prof. Dr. Araz Hakem Radha Educational ~ Salahaddin
Psychology  University-Erbil
Asst. Prof. Dr. Nazira Salih Muhammed Special University of
Education Sulaimani
Asst. Prof. Bestoon Arif Aziz Comparative  University of
Literature Sulaimani

APPENDIX E: THE KURDISH VERSION OF THE STUDENTS’

QUESTIONNAIRE
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Animating Absence: Exploring Ekphrasis and
Prosopopoeia in Thomas Hardy’s ““The Voice”
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Abstract— Thomas Hardy's ""The Voice' (1914) is written in
quatrains and employs a monologue structure. Conventionally, it
is interpreted as a reflection of the poet’s personal experiences,
notably his sense of an absent voice and the apparition of his wife,
Emma. This study deviates from biographical interpretations,
instead, it sheds light on a detailed analysis of the verse’s rhetorical
elements. Through semiotic reading, | will investigate the process
of animating the image of the absent female figure in the work by
exploring ekphrasis and prosopopoeia. Therefore, the primary
goal of this paper is to examine the poem's inherent aesthetic
qualities by decoding the signs and symbols within expressions in
the language. This essay shows the essence of the literary devices
as the speaker depicts the face of the missing woman, and also, it
reveals the paradox related to the timespan which operates
dynamically, shifting back and forth between the characters.

Index Terms— ekphrasis, prosopopoeia, semiotics, Thomas
Hardy, voice.

I. INTRODUCTION

Thomas Hardy’s “The Voice” was composed for his
collection Satires of Circumstance, written between 1912 and
1913, and later published in 1914. The verse was written after
the death of his wife, Emma, therefore, most readers of the
poem relate this text to the melancholy of her departure. That is
to say, critics visualize her death as mourned in this work —
Hardy appears to express deep regret as their relationship
deteriorates over time. Moreover, scholars think that the poet is
consumed by guilt for his mistreatment of his wife and he
envisions her calling out to him repeatedly. The images in verse
are interpreted as metaphors for Emma’s appearance, for
instance, one vivid memory is of a dress she used to wear,
described as “air blue,” he realizes that it might just be the wind
whispering through the thorns. As the year approaches its end,
he observes falling leaves all around, symbolizing the end of
growth. Once again, he hears the voice. Eventually, he longs to
see his partner as she appeared in their early days when they
eagerly awaited each other. Draper (1992) thinks that most of
the voices in Hardy's poems possess a "feminine" quality,
which can be attributed to his wife Emma; her passing deeply
affected the poet, evoking sadness within him and serving as
inspiration for his poetic compositions (p. 80). Lock (2009)

claims that Hardy employs the concept of the voice and it’s a
challenge which encounters to create a disconnect between
language and its expression, between various voices, rhythms,
and physical forms. His fascination with ghosts is not a morbid
fixation, but rather a method to represent a poetic approach that
could endure through time (p. 463). Different from these
interpretations of the verse, the aim of this study is to read the
poem closely through semiotic lenses — following the thread of
the analysis, | will explore the literary devices — prosopopoeia
and ekphrasis — which are obscured in the language.

The former, prosopopoeia, is a literary device wherein an
individual’s non-existent or imaginary is depicted as speaking.
In the realm of classical rhetoric, it serves as a form of
personification or impersonation (Nordquist, 2020). The French
author, Pierre Fontanier, defines prosopopoeia as distinct from
personification, apostrophe, or dialogism—although often
found in conjunction with them — and encompasses the
portrayal of entities that are absent, deceased, supernatural, or
even inanimate. Through this literary device, such entities are
imbued with agency, enabling them to engage in actions,
speech, and responses akin to human tendencies. At the
minimum, these entities can assume roles as confidants,
witnesses, accusers, avengers, and judges (Riffaterre, 1985, p.
107).

Besides Fontanier, the modern literary critic and theorist,
Paul de Man, asserts that metaphor is not merely an aspect of
poetry, but a fundamental component. Prosopopoeia, though
considered fictitious and lacking ontological foundation by de
Man, is indispensable for the creation of poetry. While a
mountain, in reality, lacks a visage, the poet, even when
eliminating metaphorical expressions from their language and
perceiving things with intense clarity, cannot evade the
presence of personifications deeply embedded in the intrinsic
structure of our language, such as phrases like “face of a
mountain”, “headland”, and “eye of a storm” (Miller, 1991,
p.110). The latter— ekphrasis — from Greek, signifies the
meaning ‘description’. In poetry, an ekphrastic poem entails a
vibrant portrayal of a setting or, more frequently, an artwork.
By employing their imagination to narrate and contemplate the
‘action’ within a painting or sculpture, the poet can enhance and
broaden its significance. Laskaya (2017) states that in the realm
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of English literature, the interpretations of ekphrasis exhibit
variation across different essays. The definitions employed
range from encompassing classical and medieval notions,
which encompass vivid and emotionally resonant depictions of
objects or individuals, to more restrictively aligning with
contemporary perspectives. Others view ekphrasis as a verbal
representation that adheres to the aesthetic principles and
conventions of a particular historical era (p. 82).

Il. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS

This research employs a qualitative method and semiotic
reading. To begin with the etymological meaning of the term
semiotics, the term was used during the 1620s referring to
matters concerning disease symptoms. It comes from the
Latinized version of the Greek word "semeiotikos," which
means "significant,” suggesting something worth noticing or
marking. It also denotes an observance of signs. The word is
derived from "semeiosis,” which means “indication,”
originating from the Greek verb "semeioun," signifying the act
of signaling or interpreting a sign. "Sema" in Greek refers to a
sign, mark, or token. Its application in the fields of linguistics
and psychology, pertaining to the use of signs, became
prevalent by 1923. As a concept, semiotics is a field pioneered
by the Swiss linguist, Ferdinand de Saussure, who examines the
role of "signs™ in language and explores the connection between
words and their meanings — signifier/signified (Saussure, 2011,
p.67). This approach investigates the relationship between the
signifier (the physical form of a sign) and the signified (the
concept or meaning connected with the sign). As Roland
Barthes states:

In his Course in General Linguistics, first published in
1916, Saussure postulated the existence of a general
science of signs, or Semiology, of which linguistics would
form only one part. Semiology therefore aims to take in
any system of signs, whatever their substance and limits;
images, gestures, musical sounds, objects, and the
complex associations of all these, which form the content
of ritual, convention or public entertainment: these
constitute, if not languages, at least systems of
signification. (Barthes, 1967, p. 9)

In other words, this system looks into how signals work in a
given context and how they contribute to the overall meaning
of a text or cultural phenomenon. In other words, semiotic
analysis seeks to reveal underlying messages, ideologies, and
cultural codes hidden in a given text or cultural artifact by
analyzing the signs presented in it (Fatah, 2021, p. 98). It also
contributes to the understanding of the complicated ways in
which meaning is formed, shared, and understood within a
certain culture or civilization. By conducting in-depth
examinations of the language and phrases within the poem, my
study would be directed toward the text itself, rather than
delving into the author's life circumstances. This analytical
approach draws from the principles of Ferdinand de Saussure's
linguistics, prioritizing the text's inherent qualities over its
production context. Eventually, the reading will be focused on
exploring the meanings behind the terms in the lyrics, and also,
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presenting the technical aspect of the verse through the literary
devices: prosopopoeia and ekphrasis.

I1l. READING THE TEXT

Hardy’s “The Voice” consists of sixteen lines that employ a
monologue format, wherein an unidentified narrative voice,
presumably a male character, engages in a reflective discourse,
expressing a sense of detachment from a female character,
possibly a partner. The speaker begins by conveying general
emotional states and subsequently delves into recollections of
past experiences. Throughout the poem, the female character is
depicted through the use of diverse metaphors, contributing to
her multifaceted portrayal.

The initial indication of the title, "The Voice," appears to
convey the notion of sound produced through speaking or
singing, as well as the articulation of one’s viewpoint.
However, it signifies the broader concept of communication,
speech, or expression. The use of the definite article "the"
implies a familiarity with the sound to the speaker. At this level,
the precise connotation of the title remains ambiguous; whether
it pertains to the voice of the female character or it simply
represents an echo. The initiated statements in the verse are
expressed by a speaker who seems to ask for the woman’s
passion:

Woman much missed, how you call to me, call to me,
Saying that now you are not as you were

When you had changed from the one who was all to me,
But as at first, when our day was fair.

The opening line introduces the readers to a female persona:
“[a] woman” who is being “much missed,” by the speaker. The
signification of these terms implies a male figure who seems to
be deeply yearning for the female character. At this point, |
highlight the term “missed” which suggests the idea that the
woman is absent, either through death, physical separation, or
being distant in some way. Furthermore, the phrase “call to [the
speaker]” suggests the act of vocalizing or uttering something
loudly in order to capture the speaker’s attention. Additionally,
it conveys the meaning of requesting or beckoning someone to
approach and come to the speaker’s presence. From this
perspective, it seems to show a wish to hear her voice once
again. Strikingly, the present tense of the sentence shows that
the female character calls him to say that “now [she is] not as
[she was]”. The linguistic expression employed in the poetic
verses proposes the underlying proposition that the female
persona has undergone a transformation.in other words, this
indicates that she is not deceased or absent, yet she no longer
embodies the identical qualities and attributes as those
previously associated with her.

However, the specific aspect in which this lack of clarity
exists is not evident. It remains uncertain whether the ambiguity
pertains to the woman’s attitude, thoughts, appearance, or
sentiments. The subsequent expression, “when you had
changed from the one who was all to me,” appears to serve as
an illustration of the preceding statement, evoking a
transformation in the woman’s emotions and attitudes towards
the speaker. The narrative voice reminisces about a time when
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“[their] day was fair,” which could allude to their wedding day
or perhaps the initial encounter. The term “fair” here conveys
notions of beauty, honesty, or delight. Consequently, the
speaker seems to perceive a reverberation of a sound from the
past. It is essential to highlight the function of the prosopopoeia
in the expressions; the speaker seems to give a face to the absent
female character — as one reads the verse it becomes plain that
she is in the present. Besides prosopopoeia, the ekphrasis also
appears as the narrative voice describes the female character —
this implicitly is presented for the readers as a visual work.
Can it be you that | hear? Let me view you, then,
Standing as when | drew near to the town
Where you would wait for me: yes, as | knew you then,
Even to the original air-blue gown!

In response to the voice reaching the male character, he
expresses a desire to see the woman; the phrase “let me view
you” conveys the meaning of requesting to visually perceive
her. This statement presents multiple interpretations: on the one
hand, it suggests that the speaker is physically distant from the
female character. On the other hand, it implies that she may be
in close proximity but not looking at him or showing attention.
However, the language introduces an ambivalence, leaving it
unclear whether the “woman” is actually present or if the
“voice” is merely an echo or a reverberation in the audience’s
perception. This is another evocation of the appearance of the
woman through the indicative use of prosopopoeia; the
narrative voice constantly attempts to depict the appearance of
the woman within the vision of readers. At this point, the
language of the text explores the concepts of both auditory and
visual perceptions. The male figure continues to interweave the
present moment with glimpses from the past, as he
metaphorically “draws near to the town,” signifying an
approach or proximity to a particular place or moment. From a
broader explanation, it appears to show that the speaker used to
be in the “town” which suggests the possibility that the male
character may have originated from a rural area. The
comparison of the timeframes — the moment of the monologue
and back then in the “town,” the essence of the poetic language
reveals itself through the hidden premises; the timespan shifts,
nevertheless, her image is still in the current moment through
depicting her persona.

The woman, who was in an “air-blue gown” used to “wait
for [him],” this seems to propose the idea that the characters
were far away from each other and they would meet each time
in town. Technically, the ekphrasis appears once again as the
male persona describes and visualizes the female image in her
garment. The presence of the woman is not solely perceived by
the narrative voice, but also by readers actively constructing a
cognitive representation of her. Thus, the literary device of
prosopopoeia continues to manifest within the text. It is also
essential to state that the description of the female character’s
dress with the color “original air-blue” may suggest the
meaning of melancholy, as the color (blue) symbolizes a
gloomy mood. Another possibility — ‘blue’ seems to be the
color of the sea and sky. In other words, it could be a mere
imagination of the narrative voice. The other suggestion is the
term “original” might be a qualifier for the dress, to put it
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another way, it describes the women in a metaphorical way to
be from the upper class. On the whole, there is a sense of
uncertainty in the verse from the previous evokes, in which the
‘voice” and the ‘color’ might be echoing the past, and the latter
could be a show. This would provide the image of a spirit or an
abstract concept.

Or is it only the breeze, in its listlessness

Travelling across the wet mead to me here,

You being ever dissolved to wan wistlessness,

Heard no more again far or near?

The speaker appears to be disoriented and caught up in the
deceptive movement, giving the impression that they are
uncertain. Hence, the term “breeze” connotes the meaning of
gentle wind or brisk walking. Within this context, there is a
sense of obscurity regarding the woman’s actual existence or
whether she is merely a figment of imagination. The word
“breeze” is associated with a state of “listlessness,” indicating
passivity, ennui, or a lack of engagement. This might be related
to the sentiments of the “woman”. The terms “traveling across
the wet mead to me here,” appear to depict a landscape with
wildflowers and grass. the word “mead” is derived from
(meadow). Technically, the language of the verse might provide
a plain picture of the country in which the speaker has been
waiting for the woman to be blown by the “breeze”. The
speaker’s description of the landscape seems like a portrait in
the eye of the readers which clearly depicts the details through
ekphrastic images. The terms also signify the concept of
(harvest), metaphorically, the female character might be
compared to autumn leaves, in which they are carried by the
wind “listlessly”.

Eventually, the narrative voice questions whether the woman
is “being ever dissolved to wan wistlessness,” which proposes
the meaning of being disappeared and turned to a pale
melancholy. To put it another way, she has left him behind for
misery which it’s “wan” that seems to denote the meaning of
pale or colorless. Figuratively, it seems to connote a sense of
monotony or boredom. The speaker contemplates once more if
they can perceive any trace of her presence, whether distant or
close. In essence, the envisioned image of her is a collection of
signals that symbolize sorrow. The narrative voice compares
the woman to nature through multiple metaphors:

Thus I; faltering forward,

Leaves around me falling,

Wind oozing thin through the thorn from norward,
And the woman calling.

The verse culminates with the phrase “thus I; faltering
forward,” indicating that the narrator ceases to advance either
nearer or farther. Metaphorically, this suggests a connotation of
death. The line “leaves around [him] falling” appears to
establish a connection with the “wet mead,” which is being
juxtaposed with the woman. Consequently, he finds himself
encompassed by her image and voice. Additionally, the "wind"
is depicted as "oozing thin through the thorn from norward,"
connoting a sensation of trickling and pricking. In other words,
it is a painful gust blowing from the north, symbolizing a cold
wind. In these terms, the verse conjures an ekphrastic portrayal
of a somber and frosty setting. Furthermore, the key point of
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interest lies in the paradox; whether the wind carries the
woman's voice or if the sound of the wind is likened to her
voice. Moreover, the cold wind appears to be connected to the
breeze, which no longer retains its previous pleasantness. The
verse presents an indication of the potential erosion of the
emotional essence shared between two individuals in a
relationship, wherein the male protagonist exhibits a longing for
the voice and physical presence of the cherished “woman” in
his life. The voice is related to the female character — which has
been transformed. For this reason, prosopopoeia plays the key
role as the female figure’s voice is compared to a sharp and cold
wind that hurts the speaker, the change in her voice is also
related to the image of the woman, who seems to be there but
she doesn’t look at him.

From a broader explanation, they fall apart after all the
voices, images, and visions have been changed. Similarly, the
“leaves” change after they fall from the trees, and in the same
way, the “breeze” turns to cold wind. The linguistic portrayal
implies the notion of impermanence, where all entities undergo
metamorphosis from their original states which are all
presented through literary devices. Hence, the title “The Voice”
refers to someone’s sound that is known or similar. However, it
is not the same, this paradox seems to provide the previous idea
of the female character’s passion, and the last phrase of the
verse “and the woman calling” seems to suggest the meaning
the speaker is calling for a woman’s voice. Apparently, the
calling of the female persona is emotionless and cold as the
“wind”.

CONCLUSION

Thomas Hardy’s “The Voice” was composed during the
second decade of the twentieth century, following the passing
of his wife Emma. Consequently, scholars have been captivated
by the notion that this poem reflects a melancholic sentiment
surrounding her departure. In this study, my endeavor was to
confine its analysis to the literary devices employed within the
poem. The attempt was to add an extraordinary approach to
reading Hardy’s verse. Through a close reading of the poem by
means of semiotic analysis, | unraveled the signs and symbols
of the words to explore invisible meanings and to highlight the
aesthetics of the language, eventually, both literary devices:
ekphrasis and prosopopoeia were explored and investigated.
This objective was pursued through meticulous examination,
wherein the speaker recurrently invokes the voice and the
elusive presence of the female character. Both the narrative
voice and readers were able to envisage her countenance
through the application of ekphrasis and prosopopoeia. These
literary devices are rooted in the language of the text and
function which lead readers to look at this poem from a broader
perception — ekphrasis and prosopopoeia have introduced
technical challenges within the texts, presenting riddles — this
seems to call for a deeper investigation of the layers of
meanings of the expressions. Therefore, the analytical focus
rested upon elucidating the rhetorical aspects embedded within
the verse, rather than exploring external influences.
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