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Motivation and English Language Learning:
Students’ Perspectives

Nian Saeed Abdullah

Department of English, College of Education and Languages, Lebanese French University, Erbil, Kurdistan Region, Iraq

Abstract— This study investigates university students’
motivation for learning English language in the Kurdistan region
of Irag. The region is a foreign language learning context because
English language learners almost entirely learn the language
inside the classroom and without regular exposure to the English
language outside. Besides English language centers, English
Department in private universities is one of the most wanted
departments in the region. However, we do not know students’
motivation for their choice. Therefore, a questionnaire was
administered to 106 students from English department in a private
university with the intention to obtain knowledge about their
motivation for learning the English language and more specifically
whether it is integrative and/or instrumental motivation. The
study found that the level of students’ integrative motivation was
different from instrumental motivation. This finding can be used
by educators and university lecturers to embed motivation
constructs in their teaching practices to keep the students
motivated throughout their college years and have the desired
outcome in the end.

Index Terms— Motivation, Integrative motivation,
Instrumental motivation, English language learning, University
students.

I. INTRODUCTION

There is widespread desire for learning English language as
it has become a global language (Dearden, 2014). In fact, “there
has never been in the past a language spoken more widely in the
world than English is today” (Melitz, 2016, p. 583). Of course,
Kurdistan region is not an exception against this stream of
popularity of English language. Recently, English language
became one of the most popular languages to learn in the region.
There is a massive number of language centers for teaching the
language in the region. Indeed, opening a center has become a
trend and a successful business to grow. Moreover, English
language department is also one of the most wanted
departments in the region regardless of the university. Studying
learners’ motivation behind the English language proliferation
in Kurdistan Region is necessary as we have a gap of
knowledge in this regard. Based on research, the role of
motivation is important for learning in general and language
learning in particular. For instance, Brown (1980) affirms that

“countless studies and experiments in human learning have
shown that motivation is a key to learning” (p.160). The role of
motivation in English language learning is vital because
“motivation is one of the main determinants of second/foreign
language (12) learning achievement” (Ddrnyei, 1994, p. 273).
Similarly, Oxford and Shearin (1994) asserts that “motivation
determines the extent of active, personal involvement in L2
learning” (p.12).

As such, motivation could be the urge for starting something
and finishing it successfully. The fundamental principle of any
motivational theory is that it serves as the driving force for an
individual's decision to participate in an action, exerting effort
towards that action, and sustaining that effort (Al-Ta’ani, 2018;
Woodrow, 2017). In literature, motivation is considered
important for first language acquisition as well as foreign
language learning. Indeed, its importance and role are rooted in,
even, first language acquisition. Motivation drives children to
acquire the language that their family uses because it is seen as
a way to be part of their family and then the whole ‘linguistic
community’ (Mowrer, 1950). This instinct for learning their
first language in humans from the very beginning explains one
side of language for humans and that is the “emblem of
groupness, a symbol, a psychosocial rallying-point” (Edwards,
2009, p. 55). In other words, motivation becomes the children’s
energy to acquire their first language and integrate into their
family as well as their community. The other side of language
is its instrumental function which “reflect the more utilitarian
value of linguistic achievement” (Gardner & Lambert, 1959, p.
267). We can also relate these two explanations of first
language acquisition to the two types of motivation (integrative
and instrumental motivation) for learning foreign languages.
Integrative motivation is related to the learners’ psychological
and societal orientations toward learning a foreign language
because, as discussed by Kramsch (2002),

learning another language is not like learning math or word
processing. Especially in adolescence, it is likely to involve not
only the linguistic and cognitive capacities of the learner as an
individual, but her social, historical, emotional, cultural, moral
sense of self as a subject” (p. 12).

In fact, language consists of all the above components such
as social values, history of the community, emotions of
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members of the community, the culture of the community. It is,
therefore, reasonable to see a reflection of these components in
the students’ orientation toward learning the foreign language.
In other words, integrative motivation for learning a foreign
language is interpreted as eager for foreign languages, wanting
to learn the foreign language, sentiment towards learning the
foreign language, sentiment towards the foreign language
community, and sentiment towards the learning situation
(Gardner, 1985). Interestingly, having positive psychological
“attitudes toward the L2, the L2 speakers, the values the L2
conveys, and the knowledge of the L2, are likely to be more
successful language learners than others with less favourable
attitudes” (Dornyei, 1997, p. 267). Thus, integrative motivation
is a “...high level of drive on the part of the individual to
acquire the language of a valued second-language community
in order to facilitate communication with that group” (Gardner
et al., 1976, p. 199) or is “the desire to interact with and even
become similar to valued members of that community”
(Dornyei, 1997, p.262). Instrumental motivation, on the other
hand, is explained by the learners’ desire to learn the foreign
language for practical uses such as better employment or
increase in salary (Dornyei, 1990). Although motivation is the
driving force for learning English language, we do not know
which type of motivation, namely, integrative and/or
instrumental motivation drives Kurdish university students for
learning the English language. Knowing about students’
motivation for learning English is important because “when
motivation was examined in relation to specific learner
behaviours and classroom processes, one could not fail to notice
the considerable fluctuation in learners’ motivational
dispositions exhibited on an almost day-to-day business”
(Dornyei, 2019, p. 48). In other words, motivation has a
dynamic nature. Therefore, teachers and program designers
need to take this nature into consideration and work on
motivational constructs on a daily basis to keep students
motivated. To accomplish this, we need to, first, have
knowledge about Kurdish students’ motivation type and more
specifically what motivates them the most in each type. As
such, the purpose of the current study is to investigate students’
motivation toward learning English language in English
department in a private university. It attempts to find answers
for the following research questions:

1. Are Kurdish students in English department
integratively and/or instrumentally motivated to learn
the English language?

2. Is there a significant difference between male and
female’s motivation toward learning the English
language?

Il. LITERATURE REVIEW

In literature, motivation is viewed differently and, hence,
defined differently. First, some definitions of motivation are
discussed in this section. Later, theories of motivation and three
umbrella views are discussed in separate subsections.

Motivation, according to Gardner (1985), is “the
combination of effort plus desire to achieve the goal of learning
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the language plus favorable attitudes toward learning the
language” (p.10). This is also in line with Brown’s (1980) view
of motivation who defines it “as an inner drive, impulse,
emotion, or desire that moves one to a particular action”
(p.160). According to Lamb et al. (2019) motivation is a desire,
and it is a state where a personal sense of wanting a difference
in oneself and/or surroundings emerge. They add that for an
individual to make the difference, they need to take some
actions in order to promote the happening of the change. They
also explain that motivation is part of being human and
psychological scientists have considered motivation as a
significant and essential element of psychological science since
1930s. Psychological scientists are interested in motivation
because governments and businesses attempted to comprehend
people’s desires, reasons for the desires, and how to control
their desires. Psychologists’ investigation into motivation
reveals the powerful effect of motivation. Thus, it is necessary
to control students’ motivation either by themselves or
educators and teachers in the language learning context. Indeed,
Dornyei (1994) state that “motivation is one of the main
determinants of second/foreign language (L2) learning
achievement and, accordingly, the last three decades have seen
a considerable amount of research that investigates the nature
and role of motivation in the L2 learning process” (p. 273).
Moreover, success in language learning is also predicted by the
existence of motivation (Bernaus & Gardner, 2008) and even
students’ success or failure is clarified by the level of students’
motivation (Chalak & Kassaian, 2010). Motivation determines
the success of second/foreign language learning because
instructors’ teaching activities “...are filtered through ...
students’ motivation. Students control the flow of the
classroom. Without students’ motivation, the classroom
atmosphere becomes boring and lifeless. Therefore, it is
important to think about ... students’ motivation as the core of
language teaching” (Al-Ta’ani, 2018, p. 90). Students’
motivation is essential for learning English language because
the process of learning any foreign language takes many years
to master the language and then use it to communicate
successfully in real situations. Therefore, the driving force that
make students to learn the language should continue and avoid
them from abandoning the learning process. Integrative
motivation, as one type of motivation, is proposed by Robert
Gardner and his colleagues in the context of Canada where there
is French community. They discussed that the French
community ignited the integrative motivation for learning the
French language. However, the effectiveness of integrative
motivation in foreign language contexts is controversial among
researchers. Lamb (2004) discusses this point clearly:

Others [researchers] have suggested that integrative
motivation is more important in ESL settings like Canada
than in many EFL contexts around the world, where learners
have limited contact with L2 speakers or their culture, rarely
reach beyond an intermediate level and where an
instrumental orientation may be more helpful in promoting
successful learning (p. 4, emphasis mine).
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Indeed, in the absence of the foreign language community,
learners might be more instrumentally motivated because it is
connected to the practical achievements of learning the foreign
language such as a greater job or increase in salary (Dérnyei,
1990; 1997). In contexts where English language is learnt as a
foreign language, the learners do not have a community of
native English speakers to integrate into.

In literature, there are studies that investigated both types of
motivation in relation to second/foreign language learning.
Dornyei (1990) investigated the elements of motivation in a
foreign language learning context. His aim was “defining the
relevance and characteristics of integrativeness and
instrumentality in FLL [foreign-language learning], as well as
to locate other motivational components” (p. 45). As such, he
distributed questionnaire on 134 English language learners in
Hungary. Based on his findings, he suggested “a motivational
construct...consisting of (1) an Instrumental Motivational
Subsystem, (2) an Integrative Motivational Subsystem, which
is a multifaceted cluster with four dimensions, (3) Need for
Achievement, and (4) Attributions about Past Failures” (45).
Lamb (2004) used questionnaire, observations of students
inside classroom, and interviewing English language teachers
as well as students to study Indonesian students’ motivation for
English language learning. He found quite high degree of
integrative and instrumental motivations. However, he argued
that because of globalization, instead of integrative orientation
there is “...a ‘bicultural’ identity which incorporates an
English-speaking globally involved version of themselves in
addition to their local L1-speaking self” (p. 3). Jin (2014)
studied integrative and instrumental motivations of 300 Chinese
college students. The study found that students are integratively
as well as instrumentally motivated toward English language
learning. Al-Ta’ani (2018) studied Emirati students’ integrative
and instrumental motivation toward English Language. Based
on the data collected through a questionnaire, he found that both
integrative and instrumental motivations to learn English
language were high but instrumental motivation was slightly
higher. Nguyen (2019) investigated types of students’
motivations and the level of their motivation toward English
language learning. The responses that the students provided for
the questionnaire from two Vietnam universities revealed that
they were, same as Al-Ta’ani’s (2018) results, extremely
motivated. Interestingly, Beéirovi¢ (2017) investigated the
effect of students’ gender in English language learning process
on motivation and accomplishment. His participants were 185
ten-, fourteen-, and eighteen-year-old students. He found a
significant difference between male and females’ motivation
toward learning the English language. He concluded that
motivation and accomplishment are both higher in females than
males in learning English language.

Finally, a study on Kurdish students and their motivation has
been conducted by Sulaiman and Mousa (2019). Their study
investigated empowerment, usefulness, success, interest, and
caring as important elements that contribute to students’
motivation in academic performance. However, their study
investigated these elements in students toward a specific course,
Syntax, that students took as part of their program and did not

study students’ motivation for learning English language. As
such, the current study is attempting to investigate Kurdish
students’ motivation toward English language learning not a
specific course. In addition, it also investigates any possible
differences between Kurdish male and females’ motivation
toward English language learning.

I1l. THEORIES OF MOTIVATION

Two main theories of motivation are discussed in regard to
second/foreign language learning.

A.  ‘Self’ Theory

By the work of self theorists in the last two decades, the
understanding of a fixed self has shifted to a more interactive
and progressive nature of self (Dornyei, 2006). This shift, he
elaborates, gave insights on the relationship between the
concept of self and conducting actions by individuals where it
led to the initiation of the interaction nature between
“personality psychology and motivational psychology” (p. 10).
This understanding of self and the motivation behind
individuals’ effort to improve themselves are also used to
explain the relationship between motivation and foreign
language learning. Individuals’ motivation for learning a
foreign language might be rooted in their desire to improve
themselves in this regard.

B. Vision’ Theory

According to Helm (2019), vision theory includes different
‘versions’ but what is related to motivation and foreign
language learning is personal vision. He explains that personal
vision “emerges or is developed within personal development
projects. This vision has much to do with giving meaning to
one’s life, with helping to make shifts in professional careers
and with coaching yourself in realising a personal dream” (p.
98). In other words, the vision motivates individuals to do
something about their life and their professions. As such, they
might have a specific vision for or an image of themselves in
regard to learning English language in future that they attempt
to make it real. Therefore, this specific vision motivates them
to learn English language and make the future image of
themselves a reality.

IV. VIEWS OF MOTIVATION

There are different views and perspectives on motivation and
its role on language learning. Brown (1980) explains three
umbrella views on motivation in relation to language learning.
They are:

1. Behavioristic perspective: an outside force is going to
drive learners’ behavior toward learning the language
such as receiving ‘reinforcement’ and ‘reward’ from
others.

This is an instrumental view of motivation in which receiving
something from an outsider is the source for learning the
language.

2. Cognitive terms: learners’ decision is going to drive

learners to learn the language. Their decision leads them
to put effort into the action and continue the effort. The
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source for their decision is the learners’ needs to conduct
such an action. The needs might be emotions and
feelings, participating in an activity, self-improvement
needs, etc.

This is an integrative view of motivation in which motivation
is considered as an inner force to drive individuals toward
learning the language.

3. Constructive view: this view of motivation puts
emphasis on the “social context as well as individual
personal differences” (p. 161). According to this view
although individuals are motivated differently, they are
still part of a social and cultural environment. As such,
to some extent their social and cultural environment
drive them toward learning the foreign language.

To some extent, this view combines both previous views. In

other words, there is some of individuals inner force as well as
the outside force toward learning a foreign language.

V. METHODOLOGY

A. Research Design

A paper & pencil questionnaire as an instrument of
quantitative method was used to collect the main data for the
study. The main focus of quantitative research is to collect
numerical data in order to provide generalizations about groups
of people or to provide explanations for specific phenomena
(Babbie, 2020). The advantage of numerical data is in its
objectivity.

B. Participants

The questionnaire was distributed on 106 (out of 109; three
students were excluded because they were not Kurds) second-,
third-, and fourth-year Kurdish students in Department of
English, Lebanese French University. From these 106 students,
(31) were males and (75) were females whose ages were
between 17-34 years old.

C. Data Collection Tool

Regarding the instrument for collecting data for the current
study, a questionnaire with a five-point Likert scale was used
(see Appendix 1). The questionnaire consisted of 20 items from
which ten items targeting integrative motivational scale and the
other ten targeting instrumental motivational scale. The first
four items in each scale are adapted from Gardner’s (1985b)
Attitude/Motivation Test Battery (AMTB). The other six items
in each scale were added after consulting some sources (such as
Lamb, 2004; Jin, 2014; Al-Ta’ani, 2018; Nguyen, 2019). A
five-Likert scale was used consisting of strongly disagree (1),
disagree (2), neutral (3), agree (4), and strongly agree (5). The
questionnaire also collected data about the students’ gender,
age, and year at college. Finally, the researcher distributed the
questionnaire to the students of each year separately and
explained the items in Kurdish language to eliminate
misunderstanding and confusion.

Journal of University of Human Development (JUHD)

D. Validity and Reliability

The questionnaire was sent to three experts who are teaching
in universities inside Kurdistan Region to validate the
statements. Among the three experts two of them were
professors in linguistics, and the other one was an assistant
lecturer in applied linguistics. After receiving their comments,
the questionnaire was amended. The amendment included
removing one item, adding another item, and changing the
structure of one item.

Cronbach alpha reliability test was also run to test the content
reliability of the collected data. The test result was (0.811)
which is highly acceptable.

E. Data Analysis

The collected data was analyzed using SPSS version 23 as

follows:

1. The descriptive statistics was run to have the percentage
of replies for each statement.

2. Then the percentages were converted to a Likert scale of
1-5 to show the level of motivation. The conversion was
adopted from Best (1977) and Degang (2010) which is
presented in Table 1.

3. Finally, an independent samples T test was run to
investigate any significant difference between male and
female groups in relation to high and low intensity of
their motivation.

TABLE 1
INTERPRETATION OF MEAN SCORE OF MOTIVATIONAL LEVELS

Scale  Mean range Motivational Level Score range
Strongly .
Highest 4.50 - 5.00
agree

4 Agree High 3.50-4.49

3 Moderate Moderate 2.50 -3.49

2 Disagree Low 1.50 - 2.49
Strongly

1 . Lowest 1.00-1.49
disagree

VI. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

In this section, the analysis of the data will be presented and
discussed in relation to previous studies. Table 2 presents some
basic information about the participants.

TABLE 2
PARTICIPANTS’ INFORMATION
Male Female
Gender %
29.2 70.8
Ade % 17-22 23-28 29 -34
ge 509 396 9.4
Year at Second year  Third year Fourth year
University % 425 36.8 20.8
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Based on the collected data, students’ integrative motivation
is moderate, and their instrumental motivation is high. Both
motivational orientations are going to be discussed in detail
with zooming in on each item of the questionnaire to reveal
some thought-provoking details. When comparing the mean
score of the two motivational orientations, we have the
instrumental motivation higher than the integrative motivation
by (0.52). Although this result is partially in line with Lamb
(2004), Jin (2014), Al-Ta’ani (2018) and Nguyen (2019), it
overlaps with Dornyei’s (1990) findings. The context of all
these studies is a foreign language learning context yet the first
group found that integrative and instrumental motivations were
both high. On the other hand, the current study, similar to
Dornyei (1990), found that instrumental motivation is
contributing more to the learning process of English language
in foreign contexts. Table 3 presents the mean score of each
motivational orientation.

TABLE 3
AVERAGE MEAN SCORES FOR INTEGRATIVE AND
INSTRUMENTAL MOTIVATION

motivation o
. . Mean score Level of motivation

orientations
Integrative motivation 3.44 Moderate
Instrumental .

. 3.96 High

motivation
Total 3.7 High

Although the average score of students’ integrative
motivation was moderate some items received higher scores
relatively. Students’ (no. 98) integrative motivation was very
high for only two items which were item one (Learning English
will allow me to be more at ease with English native speakers)
and item 7 (Learning English will help me to enjoy watching TV
shows, programs, movies, etc. in English language). These two
items had also the same mean score (4.62). Similarly, Al-Ta’ani
(2018) found that the participants’ integrative motivation to
learn the English language for the sake of “...English books,
stories, movies, etc.” was high (p. 98). Students’ motivation
was high for item 2 (learning English will allow me to meet and
converse with more and varied people.) as well as item 3
(learning English will enable me to better understand and
appreciate English native speakers’ art and literature.). Five
items out of ten (no. 4, 5, 6, 8, 9) were not quite important for
the majority of students (no. 70, 66, 58, 70, 66 out of 106
respectively) and they scored moderate on the motivational
level scale. This result is sharply against what Al-Ta’ani (2018)
found. In his study, only two statements out of 10, which were
targeting the integrative motivation, received moderate scores
and the rest received either high or very high mean scores. The
final item which received the lowest score in the current study
is item 10 (Learning English will help me empathize with
English or American social problems and values). Therefore,
based on the first ten items in the questionnaire that elicited

answers from students to evaluate their integrative motivation,
Kurdish students’ integrative motivation is moderate for
learning the English language. Although Lamb (2004) claims
that due to globalization “individuals may aspire towards a
‘bicultural’ identity which incorporates an English-speaking
globally-involved version of themselves in addition to their
local L1-speaking self,” six items (no. 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10) reveal
that Kurdish students do not appear to learn English for this
purpose. Table 4 presents the frequencies and percentages of
students’ agreement, the mean, and the level of their motivation
for each item.

TABLE 4
INTEGRATIVE MOTIVATION

Level of

Items Fre. % Mean L
motivation

1. Learning English will
allow me to be more at
ease with English 98
native speakers.

924 462 Highest

2. Learning English will
allow me to meet and
converse with more 90
and varied people.

849 424 High

3. Learning English will
enable me to better
understand and
appreciate English 79
native speakers’ art
and literature.

735  3.72 High

4. Learning English will
enable me to
participate more freely
in the activities of
other cultural groups.

70 66.1 3.30 Moderate

5. Learning English will
enable me to enjoy
English native 66
speakers’ music.

62.3 3.1 Moderate

6. Learning English will
enable me to integrate
to the English and/or
American
communities.

58 547 273 Moderate

7. Learning English will
help me to enjoy
watching TV shows,
programs, movies, etc.
in English language.

98 924 462 Highest
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8.  Learning English will
help me understand
and appreciate the
culture of English or
American people.

70 66.1 3.30 Moderate

9. Learning English will
help me empathize
with English or 66
American society.

60.4 3.02 Moderate

10. Learning English will
help me empathize
with English or 37
American social
problems and values.

349 174 Low

Strikingly opposite to integrative motivation, nine items from
ten among the instrumental motivation items received either
very high or high scores. Item 11 (learning English is important
because I'll need it for my future career.), and item 13 (learning
English is important to me because | think it will someday be
useful in getting a good job.) received very high score (both of
them were 4.62) from the majority of students (no. 98).
Students’ incentive for very high motivation for these two items
is probably the market. Many companies nowadays require
graduates to possess a good English language proficiency to be
accepted for the majority of job vacancies. Therefore, should
students wish to secure a good job and then build a strong
career, they need to speak English language well. The result of
this item is in line with what Jin (2014) found which was also
high. Seven items (no. 12, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20) scored high.
This implies that the majority of students consider English
language important to become a more knowledgeable person,
to have a job abroad, to study abroad, to travel around the world,
to have more success and achievements in life, to pass the
exams, and to have access to more content on the internet.
These reasons play a great role in making students to decide to
learn the English language. While the items about studying
abroad and traveling abroad are similar to Jin’s (2014) result,
the item about linking the importance of English language to
passing the exam scored lower (2.25) in her study. Finally, only
one item (item 14: learning English can be important for me
because other people will respect me more if | have a
knowledge of a foreign language.) scored low (2.40) among all
the items. This finding is interesting because, in Kurdistan
region, there is this assumption that English language is
widespread, and everyone tries to learn the language because
everyone else is learning it and consider it important. Yet, this
result appears to oppose this assumption among these
participants. Table 5 presents the details of instrumental
motivation items.
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TABLE 5

INSTRUMENTAL MOTIVATION

Items

Fre.

%

Mean

Level of

motivation

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Learning English is
important because I'll
need it for my future
career.

Learning English is
important for me
because it will make
me a more
knowledgeable person.

Learning English is
important to me
because | think it will
someday be useful in
getting a good job.

Learning English can
be important for me
because other people
will respect me more if
I have a knowledge of
a foreign language.

Learning English will
help me get a job
abroad.

Learning English is
important to me
because it will help me
to study abroad.

Learning English will
help me to travel
around the world.

Learning English is
important because it
can lead me to more
success and
achievements in life.

Learning English is
important for passing
the exams.

Learning English is
important because it
gives me access to

more content on the

internet.

98

90

98

51

88

86

84

84

77

85

925

84.9

92.5

48.1

83

81.2

79.2

79.3

72.6

80.2

4.62

4.24

4.62

2.40

4.15

4.06

3.96

3.96

3.63

4.01

Highest

High

Highest

Low

High

High

High

High

High

High
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Based on the result of the independent sample T test, item 6
(learning English will enable me to integrate to the English
and/or American communities.) was significantly different
between the male and female participants, t(106)= 2.419,
p=.017. Moreover, item 15 (Learning English will help me get
a job abroad.) was also found to be significantly different
between the male and female participants, t(106)= -2.415,
p=.017. Although the current study found the difference in only
two items, the result of these two items is in line with
Be¢irovié’s (2017) finding. He also found significant
difference between male and female participants’ motivation in
learning English language. Table 6 presents the result of the
independent sample T test.

TABLE 6
INDEPENDENT SAMPLES T TEST

Items Group N Mean SD t p
Item6: Learning English
will enable me to Male 31 3.87 1.024
integrate to the English 2.419 .017
and/or American Female 75 3.24 1.293
communities.
Item15: Learning Male 31 381 1.195
English will help me get -2.415 .017
a job abroad. Female 75 4.32 .903

VII. CONCLUSION, RECOMMENDATIONS, AND LIMITATIONS

The current study found that Kurdish university students’
motivation toward learning English language is high on
average. However, their instrumental motivation was higher
than the integrative motivation. This is understandable because,
as discussed earlier, students are more instrumentally motivated
in contexts where English language is a foreign language. This
finding has contribution to teachers and curriculum designers
because they can use instrumental constructs more than the
integrative constructs in teaching as well as in designing
programs. This should not make teachers or curriculum
designers to abandon the items on integrative motivation scale
because students were also highly motivated in some of them.
For instance, to communicate to English native speakers as well
as speakers of other languages, to read literature, and to watch
TV are the driving forces for students to learn English language.
Therefore, these elements could be embedded in the daily
lectures and generally in English language programs. This
might result in raising students’ motivation on a daily basis and
create an authentic environment for students. This kind of
authentic environment is important in that it helps students to
practice for their goal. In addition, the result of the current study
shows that the foreign society, social problems and values,
culture, and integration to the foreign community were not
relatively important for them. As such, these elements might be
given secondary focus in teaching. Since most of the items in
instrumental motivation scale scored high or very high, teachers
could give special focus to them to create a motivational
classroom. The current study also found that there is no

significant difference between Kurdish male and females’
motivation in most of the items in both integrative and
instrumental motivation scales. Thus, teachers and program
designers should not worry about differences between males
and females in regard to their motivation toward English
language learning. Although the current study found that the
students are integratively and instrumentally motivated,
motivation has a dynamic nature. In fact, as time passes
motivation can change and its intensity can get higher or lower.
Hence, it is important for university lecturers to work on
students’ motivation through teaching. The current study has
two limitations that future research can work on them and
complete them. First, students from one English department in
a private university were taken as the participants. So, future
research can take more universities and even from different
cities into account in order to have a more general
understanding about Kurdish students’ motivation toward
English language learning. Second, due to time constraints, the
researcher could not do a follow up interview to also have a
qualitative exploration about students’ motivation.
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APPENDIX
Motivation and English language learning: Students’ perspectives

Dear Participant,

This study is about students’ perspectives in regard to motivation and English language leaming.
['would like you to participate in this questionnaire. If you decide to participate, it will take you
approximately 10 minutes. Your participation in this study is voluntary and you may withdraw
your consent and stop parficipating at any time without penalty. Participation in this study is
completely anonymous because no personal information and/or identifiers are collected and at the
time of sharing the data to others all the data from all the participants will be combined together
to report totality of the matter. Your participation and confribution to this study through sharing
your insights and perspectives are highly appreciated. Your insights and perspectives will inform
research in the field of teaching and leaming English language and consequently help English
language teachers and learners. Moreaver, there is no right or wrong answers, rather responses are

expected to be your own views and perspectives.

Participation Consent
a) Iread the announcement above, and I understood completely.
b) Tknow that [ can withdraw from this study at any time without any reason and without
penalty.

¢) Daccept to participate in this study.

[:] Yes D No

Participant Information

I. Whatis your gender?

[:] Male [:] Female

2. Your age?

(-2 (o-s [Jo-u

3. What year are you in?

[:] First year [:] Second year [:] Third year
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The following are some statements about the integrative and instrumental motivation for learning English
language. Some people might agree, some might disagree, and some others might be neuteal, Please tick
() the boxes that suit your perspectives.

Strongly
disagree

Strongly
agree

Statements Disagree | Neutral | Agree

. Learning English wall allow me to be more at ease with
English native speakers.

2. Learning English will allow me to megt and converse with
mote and varied people.

3. Learning English will enable me to better understand and
appeeciate English native speakers” art and literature,

4. Learning English will enable me to participate more freely
i the activities of other cultural groups.

[

. Learning English will enable me to enjoy English native
speakers’ music.

6. Learning English will enable me to integrate to the
English and/or American commiinities.

1. Learning English will help me to enjoy watching TV
shows, progtams, movies, etc. in English linguage.

§. Learning English will help me understand and appreciate
the culture of English of American peaple.

9. Learning English will help me empathize with English or
Ametican society.

10 Learning English wil help me empathize with English or
American social problems and values.

11, Learning English is important because ['ll need it for my
fiture career.

12, Learning English is important for me because it will make
me a more knowledaeable petson.

13. Learning English is important to me because I think it will
someday be useful in getting a good job.

14. Learning English can be important for me because other
peaple will respect me mote if I have a knowledge of a
foreign language.

15, Learning English will help me get a job abroad.

16. Learning English is important to me because it will help
g {0 study abroad.

I7. Learning English will help me to travel around the world.

18. Learning English is important because it can lead me to
more suceess and achievements in Life.

19. Learning English s important for passing the exams.

20. Learning English is inyportant because it gives me access
to tote contet o the intenet.
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Abstract—In this paper, we will read Bakhtyar Ali’s My Uncle
Jamshid Khan: Whom the Wind was Always Taking (2009) to
investigate the plot and the characters depicted in the fiction,
particularly, Jamshid Khan. Our analysis follows the close reading
of the implications of the expressions and the concepts within the
text. Drawing from the theoretical discussion, we will argue that
Ali’s novel doesn’t merely depict the real incidents related to
Kurds, but also, presents philosophical issues. The book seems to
take readers to higher levels as Jamshid Khan is blown away by
the wind. The focal point of our study is examining the
metaphysical relation between the male persona and the wind.
Eventually, the analysis will highlight the notions of anarchism,
imagined communities, and cultural hegemony, which are
integrated within the text. Hence, this article shows another side of
the narrative which is read more as a fictive work rather than
historical events.

Index Terms— Bakhtyar Ali, Jamshid Khan, anarchism,
imagined communities, cultural hegemony.

I. INTRODUCTION

Born in 1966 in Sulaymaniyah, Iragi Kurdistan, Bakhtyar Ali
has emerged as a prominent magical realist Kurdish author
since the mid-1990s. His literary works have garnered
widespread acclaim; quickly rising to become bestsellers in
both Irag and Iran. Notably, in 2009, Ali was honored with the
inaugural Hardi Literature Prize, bestowed during the foremost
cultural event in the Kurdish region of Irag. Subsequently, he
was awarded the newly-established Sherko Bekas Literature
Prize in 2014, followed by the prestigious Nelly-Sachs-Prize in
2017. Presently, Ali stands among the renowned contemporary
Kurdish writers, having resided in Cologne since 1998. He
pursued a degree in Geology at the University of Sulaimaniyah
but found himself more interested in literature. In 1983, he
participated in one of the students’ protests against the Ba’ath
regime. Consequently, the impairment of the fingers on his left
hand precipitated the pivotal decision in his life; to discontinue
his education and transition into a profession as a full-time

writer. In the early 1980s, he began writing a series of long
poems under the titles: “The City” and “Sin and the Carnival”.
His first novel was published in 1997, titled The Death of the
Second Only Child (1997), which was warmly received by
Kurdish literary enthusiasts and critics due to its in-depth
examination of Kurdish cultural norms and traditions, its
intricate narrative structures, and its evocative linguistic
expression. As a prolific writer, he built his reputation with
several other novels, including Parwana’s Evening (1998), The
Last Pomegranate of the World (2002), Ghazalnus and the
Gardens of Imagination (2008), and The Mansion of the Sad
Birds (2009), followed by many others. Eventually, Ali became
an advocate for Kurdish political appeal, and through his
literary endeavors, he contributed to the recognition of the
Kurdish language.

In the current study, our focus is on Ali’s My Uncle Jamshid
Khan: Whom the Wind was Always Taking. The purpose of this
paper is to show invisible concepts within the text and reveal
the philosophical aspects. This process involves the close
reading of the textual work — the focal point will be on the signs
and symbols of the fiction rather than the historical events. The
novel was first published in 2009 by Andesha, and the 6™
edition was published in 2015 by the same publishing house.
Later, it was released once again in 2021 by Unionsverlag in
Germany. It’s essential to state that the book was originally
written in Kurdish and it has been translated into several
languages such as English, French, Dutch, German, and Italian.

Critics have read the text as a historical narrative; as it
appears to recount actual but also magical events that occurred
in Iragi Kurdistan and then followed by other parts in the
neighboring countries. In other words, Ali’s work has been
examined as an authentic Kurdish case — it seems to be
complicated due to the political and national issues related to
the surrounding ethnicities, which are also entangled with the
subjective reality of Kurds. For instance, according to Haidary
(2022), Ali deliberately chose the title of the novel with
precision. That is to say, from reading the title, one could follow
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a certain harmony and thought. Put differently, through the
magical realist characteristic of the protagonist, Jamshid Khan,
who can fly, the novel contributes to adding vivid descriptions
to the dynamic atmosphere in which the speaker drains from the
heart of the city — Sulaimaniyah. Jamshid Khan resides in one
of the most improvised neighborhoods of the city, witnessing
many ideological and ethno-nationalist clashes. Similar to
Haidary, Shareef (2014) reads Ali’s novel in terms of the
Kurdish case as he highlights: “Kurds, a substantial ethnicity in
the Middle East, with nationalistic aspirations at heart, have had
to struggle in a hostile political environment to their cause” (p.
136). Moreover, Ahmed (2024) examines Jamshid Khan’s
journeys as a reference to the Kurds' inability to remember their
past mistakes, as they constantly follow a new wave of thought
and ideology. Besides these, Jamal (2023) focuses on the real
contexts of the Iran- Irag war claiming that Iragis have
employed Jamshid Khan for espionage against the Iranians,
while the Iranians, upon capturing him, utilized his services for
the same duty against the Iragis. Nonetheless, the Iranians
consistently harbor apprehensions regarding Jamshid Khan's
potential escape.

Through unraveling the language, we seek to enrich the
literary review by exploring more sophisticated concepts that
will be explored in the analysis such as anarchism, cultural
hegemony, and imagined communities, which are somehow
connected with political and national ideologies.

Il. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS

This study aims to investigate the language of the novel
rather than historical references. That is to say, we shed light on
the authenticity of Ali’s work by examining the terms and their
significations. Therefore, several concepts and theories are
related to our analysis. The protagonist —Jamshid Khan — seems
to be an anarchist who escapes from the constructed ideologies
within and without the region wherein he lives and flies away.
Through magical realism, the fictive persona introduces readers
to the — wind — which appears as the barrier between reality and
illusion.

A- Anarchism

The word “‘anarchism’ signifies an ideology and set of beliefs
revolving around a notion that its government is harmful and
dispensable. Anarchist ideas originated in the West and
expanded globally, especially during the early 1900s. Rooted in
the Greek term "anarchos," which means "without authority,"
the expressions: anarchism, anarchist, and anarchy are
employed to convey both support and criticism. Walter (1965)
states that anarchism represents the political manifestation of a
psychological resistance against authority prevalent in human
societies. Anarchists refuse to blindly follow directives solely
based on authority. Throughout history, there's a recurrent
inclination toward anarchy observed in individuals and groups
challenging governing powers. Walter also claims that the
concept of anarchy isn't new; references to a bygone era without
government are found in ancient Chinese, Indian, Egyptian,
Mesopotamian, Greek, and Roman ideologies. Similarly,
aspirations for a future utopia devoid of government exist in the

11

writings of numerous religious and political thinkers and
communities.
scholars have investigated this concept, for instance, Emma
Goldman in her book, Anarchism: What it Really Stands for,
states:
Anarchism urges man to think, to investigate, to analyze
every proposition; but that the brain capacity of the
average reader be not taxed too  much.
(Goldman, 1911, p. 4)

Then Goldman continues as she defines the term:

[Anarchism]: — The philosophy of a new social order
based on liberty unrestricted by man-made law; the theory
that all forms of government rest on violence, and are
therefore wrong and harmful, as well as unnecessary. The
new social order rests, of course, on the materialistic basis
of life; but while all Anarchists agree that the main evil
today is an economic one, they maintain that the solution
of that evil can be brought about only through the
consideration of every phase of life, — individual, as well
as the collective; the internal, as well as the external
phases. (1911, p. 4)

That is to say, Goldman interprets the concept as a liberation
from all the manufactured consents and the rules that have been
set for individuals to obey which deprive them of the freedom
of thinking and independence. Besides Goldman, the Russian
revolutionary anarchist, Mikhail Bakunin, worked on this
theory throughout his lifetime, he leaned more toward
revolution than academia. Bakunin didn't construct a coherent
theoretical framework, instead, he favored roles like
pamphleteering and engaging in polemics, focusing on
particular concerns. Yet, his enduring impact on the anarchist
movement stemmed from his vibrant character, his
confrontational debates with peers, and his tireless efforts in
grassroots organizing throughout Europe. According to the
philosopher of revolution, Peter Kropotkin, anarchism is
founded on refusing any hierarchical connections.
Consequently, as an anarchist, he opposed all forms of coercive
associations. He has integrated his anarchist views into the
issues of capitalism — anarchists view the state as the most
extreme manifestation of coercive relationships. Consequently,
at the heart of anarchist philosophy, lies the inquiry: how can
the state be resisted? Kropotkin thought that the state serves to
hide the inherently sociable and cooperative tendencies of
human beings. As an anarcho-communist, he held contrasting
views with individualist anarchists, including the German
philosopher, Max Stirner, who advocated for a profound
individualist anarchist society, wherein individuals operated
without any constraints—a perspective that diverged from
Kropotkin's thoughts (Kropotkin, 1910).

B- Cultural hegemony

The word denotes the control or supremacy upheld through
cultural or ideological channels, which are typically facilitated
via social institutions. In other words, it enables those in
authority to significantly shape the values, norms, beliefs,
expectations, perspectives, and conduct of the broader society.
This dominance operates by shaping the viewpoint of the
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privileged class and the societal and economic frameworks that
represent it as fair, valid, and constructed for the collective
good, even when these structures primarily favor the ruling
class. This form of influence differs from dictator governance,
such as in a military regime, as it permits the ruling class to
wield influence through the seemingly "peaceful mechanisms
of ideology and culture (Cole, 2020).

It's essential to state that the concept of cultural hegemony
was developed by the Italian Marxist intellectual, Antonio
Gramsci, as he expanded Karl Marx's theory about how
society's prevailing ideology mirrors the beliefs and interests of
the ruling class. Gramsci proposed that the consent to this rule
by the dominant group occurs through the dissemination of
ideologies—comprising beliefs, presumptions, and values—
across societal institutions like schools, religious bodies, legal
systems, media outlets, and others. These institutions function
as conduits for instilling the norms, values, and convictions of
the prevailing social faction. Consequently, the group
overseeing these institutions wields control over the wider
society. Cultural hegemony is most potent when those governed
by the dominant group begins to perceive the economic and
social conditions of their society as natural and unchangeable,
rather than as products shaped by individuals with a vested
interest in specific social, economic, and political structures.
Gramsci emphasized that ideology holds a pivotal role,
surpassing economic forces, violence, or coercion. He also
highlighted the cultural hegemony prevalent in educational and
religious institutions, starting from the family and extending to
schools. These institutions function to instill specific beliefs in
successive generations, guiding them on which ideologies to
adhere to (Hobsbawm, 2000, pp. 234-235).

Critics have shed light on this concept, for instance, Cortes
and Eugenio (2015) claim that over time, the concept of
hegemony has taken various shapes under different
interpretations. However, a common thread among these forms
has been the emphasis on fostering critical awareness as
fundamental in constructing a new framework for a different
coexistence. According to Gramsci, hegemony represents a
process wherein subordinated groups have to establish an
alternative scenario to avoid inevitably reverting to the same
social structure. Gramsci argued that the ruling class wielded
hegemony not just through coercion but also through
consensus. They impose their worldview, a set of customary
beliefs, and a prevailing 'common sense' that promotes
acknowledgment of their dominance by the subordinate classes.
Gramsci states: “All men are intellectuals; one could therefore
say: but not all men have in society the function of intellectuals”
(p.1140). In other words, he divides individuals — intellectuals
— into two classifications: the traditional and the organic groups.
The former are those who follow the social conventions and
manufactured ideologies, different from these, the organic, are
those who oppose such rules and beliefs.

Plainly, Ali's text explores this concept by illustrating the
historical and national transformations, as each time the
protagonist departs with the wind and returns with a new
identity and set of beliefs.

C- Imagined Communities
In 1983, the publication of Imagined Communities:
Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism, solidified
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the Anglo-Irish political historian and scientist, Benedict
Anderson's standing as a leading authority on nationalism. In
his book, Anderson explored the conditions that gave rise to
nationalism, particularly in the 18" and 19" centuries. He
famously coined the term "imagined communities"” to describe
a nation. According to Anderson, a nation is considered
imagined because it involves a sense of unity or "horizontal
comradeship” among individuals who might be strangers or
have never met. Despite their differences, these individuals
envision themselves as part of the same collective, attributing
to it a shared history, characteristics, beliefs, and values. He
defines a nation as:

...It is an imagined political community and imagined as
both inherently limited and sovereign. It is imagined
because the members of the smallest nation will never
know most of their fellow members. Meet them or even
hear of them, yet in the mind of each lives the image of
their communication. (1983, p.6)

Calhoun (2016) states that Anderson's perspective diverged
from Eurocentric views by proposing that nationalism had
diverse historical beginnings, particularly evident in the case of
Spanish colonies in Latin America. He advocated for an
expanded view, comparing nationalism not only to other
political ideologies but also to religious constructs of identity
and community. Anderson's title, “Imagined Communities," led
some readers to perceive a contrast between imagined and real
communities. However, Anderson's viewpoint extended
further; he suggested that all communities, especially those
larger than small, intimate villages with direct interpersonal
connections, are fundamentally imagined.

Then Calhoun goes further by saying that according to
Anderson, scholars should redirect their focus from
determining the validity of national imagining to exploring the
various styles and forms through which nationhood is
expressed. More crucially, they should examine the material
and practical circumstances that facilitate the creation of these
imagined national identities. The emphasis lies not on verifying
the truth or falsehood of national imagining but on
understanding the diverse manifestations and the underlying
conditions that enable the construction of national identities.
Rather than debating the ideological superiority between
nationalism and class consciousness, Anderson shifted the
focus to the explanatory realm. He sought to understand why
communist nations might engage in conflict with each other,
largely attributing such conflicts to nationalist sentiments and
motivations (p.12). This idea is vividly portrayed in the text,
where every nation contends for its constructed identity,
compelling soldiers to engage in battle, notably during the Iran-
Irag war. Jamshid Khan is dispatched to monitor Iranian
maneuvers, and upon his return from distant lands, he is
assigned the same mission once more. This highlights the
illusion propagated by certain groups, who identify themselves
as a ‘community' and rally against perceived ‘others' in conflict
scenarios.

D- Magical realism
The term seems to indicate a primary narrative approach
originating from Latin America, marked by the straightforward
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incorporation of fantastical or mythical elements into ostensibly
realistic fiction. It’s essential to state that magical realism
originated from surrealist German miniaturists in the 1920s,
later it became associated with prose fiction by writers like
Jorge Luis Borges in Argentina, Gabriel Garcia Marquez in
Colombia, Isabel Allende in Chile, and Gunter Grass in
Germany. This literary tradition extended to England through
the works of authors such as Salman Rushdie, John Fowles, and
Angela Carter, who skillfully blended sharply etched realism
with fantastic and dream-like elements drawn from myth and
fairy tales (Abrams & Harpham, 2008). Ali’s male character
shows the fusion of realism and fantastic elements to create a
captivating narrative. The portrayal of ordinary life alongside
unpredictable magical occurrences is enhanced by the strategic
naming of geographical locations, contributing significantly to
the overall mood of the text. The fictive persona experiences his
first flight on a cold winter night, prompted by his desire to
escape the harsh treatment he received as a political prisoner.
This flight occurs shortly after a prison guard commands him to
stay put, leading to Jamshid's unexpected ability to defy gravity
(Ali, p.5).

Jamshid Khan undergoes a transformative journey, grappling
with feelings of misery and guilt stemming from his
involvement in conflicts. His cyclical memory loss after each
fall prompts a re-evaluation of his actions, leading him to adopt
different identities, including that of a secularist and a
philanderer. Ironically, he adopts a sarcastic Islamic persona,
delivering persuasive sermons while portraying himself as a
divine miracle. This transformation highlights the complexity
of his character and the societal pressures he faces.

I1l. READING THE TEXT

To begin with the title — My Uncle Jamshid Khan: Whom
the Wind was Always Taking — seems to propose a complexity
in its signification as there is a play between fiction and reality;
literal and figurative; also, between Jamshid Khan and the wind,
which provokes a sense of illusion throughout the text. A
complexity, because, reading this novel appears as breaking the
chains not only between the text and the lector, but also within
the constructed relation among Jamshid, the wind, and us —
readers. This link shifts back and forth between history and
ideological barriers. From the shallow layers of meaning, a
question might be taken up: why does the wind constantly take
Jamshid? And to where? Through the circular form of the novel,
the narrative voice, Salar Khan, appears to answer this question,
as readers are introduced to the historical context of the story:

It was the beginning of 1979, when Jamshid Khan was
arrested for the first time, he was seventeen years old, back
then the Ba’ath regime had begun to chase, arrest, and
sentence the communists... (Ali, 2022, p. 5)

From deeper layers, Salar Khan doesn’t seem to be only the
narrator of the magical series of events; a relative; a friend, or a
traveler, but he also plays the role of a historian who seizes the
reader’s thoughts across time back when the first time his uncle,
Jamshid Khan, was taken away by the wind. Semiotically, it’s
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essential to highlight the etymological meaning of the name —
Jamshid — which seems to originate as a combination of two
elements, ‘Jam’ and ‘shid’, this aligns with the Avestan names
“Yima and XSaéta”. These derive from the proto-lranian
“Yamah Xs8aitah,” meaning “Yama, the brilliant/majestic”
(Restless Soma, n.d.). In other words, the name appears to
indicate certain cultural connotations. From the beginning of
the text, this male figure begins to fly on a cold winter night
from prison after he has been arrested by the former Iraqi
regime. The speaker describes the horror of the prison; sleepless
nights, hunger, and the gloomy atmosphere of the setting.
Jamshid's tenure at the Kirkuk Prison proved brief, abruptly
interrupted by a forceful gust that pushed him skyward, causing
an overwhelming sensation of weakness and fear as he became
untethered from the earth. Magical realism here functions as the
male persona moves from earth to a higher level in the sky.
Metaphorically, the location of the prison — Kirkuk — seems to
echo the shadows of Jamshid, as the place has been a focal point
among various nations and religious groups, which has led to
ongoing political conflicts. Initially, an assertive and solitary
young communist, his inaugural experience of flying and
subsequent fall prompted a rapid abandonment of his
communist ideals. This narrative underscores the significance
of political doctrine and cultural hegemony within this context.
This very beginning of the text seems to show a sense of
anarchism; the fictiveness of the language evokes Jamshid’s
unexpected journey with the wind to stand against all those
coercive rules set by the regime.

Escaping from the authorities, Jamshid is sent to a small
village by his family, accompanied by Salar Khan and Ismail —
who is the speaker’s cousin. The wind which seems to be
Jamshid’s biggest fear, at the same time, it’s the only way to let
him free from the political and social chains, plays the role of
the challenge in which he becomes an anarchist — Jamshid
begins to fly again as the wind blows, this time, his relatives put
the rope around his waist and watch him fly in the sky while
they protect him. Figuratively, the rope appears as a bar
between reality and magic, also, as the ego and superego by
which, the male figure travels through space and time. Once
again, the political ideology takes him to the battlefield as the
Iran-lraq war started in 1980. Strikingly, during the war,
Jamshid wasn’t given the duty as a soldier, but as a spy —
through his flying — he would inform the Iragi armies about the
Iranian moves — both Salar and Ismail companied him and kept
holding the rope to protect him from blowing away with the
wind. During the war, the three characters constantly talked
about philosophy and language, for instance, the debate on
Darwin’s theory of evolution. This is also an analogy to study
the social norms and the nature of human beings. Later, Jamshid
was shot and fell on the Iranian land, soon, he was given the
same duty by the Iranian army. As he flew, he could watch the
moves of the Iraqi military in that way his gaze constructed
knowledge and power. This shift between two different political
systems clearly shows the concept of cultural hegemony and the
imagined communities — all the rules that are set for the citizens
to obey; seem to be empty without any concrete essence;
however, individuals are forced to follow the orders through the
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ideological status apparatus. The narrative voice recounts his
uncle’s words, as he was extremely frustrated for being the
reason behind the death of many soldiers, nevertheless, he
couldn’t disobey the orders. The slogan was: “Whether we are
ill or healthy, we have to fight and protect the leader” (Alj,
2022, p. 27). Jamshid's frustration leads him to express to his
relatives that his sole recourse lies in composing a diary entry.
Within this expression, the language employed appears to
symbolize nationalist and political connotations. One might
inquire, despite the divisions prevalent among territories, how
does the sky factor into this dichotomy of "us" and "them"? The
extent of the male figure’s internal conflict emerges in
questioning the depth of his divergence among various
doctrines. His struggle appears to lie in navigating the
ideological boundaries, torn between disparate belief systems,
reflective of his internal turmoil amidst conflicting ideologies
and nationalist sentiments. This seems to be related again to
Anderson’s concept of “imagined communities,” the wind
which seems to be anarchism takes Jamshid from those
symbolic communities, in the sky, he appears to be homeless;
while from the deep, with real levels, Jamshid is not under the
influence of such doctrines — “we” — as Anderson states in his
definition that individuals are not able to see all the members of
those communities, but the very constructed beliefs motivate
them to imagine all of the others.

An anarchist, because on every occasion, Jamshid is blown
away by the illusion of the wind. This seems to be an act against
the political power that functions in different directions,
nevertheless, Jamnshids’ journey in the sky would lead him to
a historical and national paradox.

Later in 1988, when the war ended, both Salar Khan and
Jamshid with other deserted soldiers escaped and hid from the
authorities in Baranwk, coming back to the city, this time
Jamshid became a different man; he had already forgotten about
his daily journal, Darwin’s theory of evolution, or even being a
communist. At this point, the text once again evokes the
concept of cultural hegemony, as the male figure shifts back and
forth between organic and traditional intellectual.

Subsequently, the confines of love and marriage serve as
another form of captivity from which Jamshid is liberated by a
gust of wind, separating him from Safi Naz, a young woman he
deeply admires. His affection for her leads to the forfeiture of
his prosperity when she betrays him, ultimately leading to his
departure propelled by the wind. Once more, this concept of
love and marriage appears to be another form of Althusser’s
theory of ideology. This paradox is embedded within the
narrative as the male protagonist metaphorically soars in the
sky: while he initially breaks free from societal norms, he
ultimately falls, rendering himself even more vulnerable than
before. Jamshid once again is lost and he is found on another
land — among the PKK fighters.

Technically, magical realism seems to function — the narrator
declares that Jamshid Khan has been forced to serve as a solider
or as a secret agent. As an espionage, he participated in strategic
wars including the war between Iran and Iraqg, Turkey and PKK.
Substantially he is causing many innocent civilians to be killed
and hurt among all the nations. However, a turn of the tables
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happens when he is captured by PKK and used to spy on
Turkey.

On his wild journey, the male persona constantly meets
others with certain political and religious doctrines which
shows the concept of cultural hegemony and the wind protects
him from being under the influence of such beliefs which is a
form of anarchism. However, with the shift back and forth
between the wind and the earthly ideologies. Jamshid's
recurrent inclination emerges once more, as he gradually adopts
a devout stance, eventually intruding into mosques asserting
divine visions experienced during his airborne travels. Despite
facing disbelief and ridicule from a faction of skeptics, the male
figure persists until met with fatal consequences. This external
conflict bears resemblance to Althusser's theory of ideological
state apparatuses, wherein institutions such as schools and
religious establishments serve as principal conduits for the
indoctrination of societal norms and beliefs. Over time, Jamshid
tells Salar to leave the country and migrate. On the literal level,
all these chronological incidents including the wars, the
religious beliefs, and the PKK context, show the actual
historical events within the Kurdish community in those years.
However, allegorically, migration appears as another means of
escaping which is similar to flying through the wind. Moreover,
it evokes the concept of anarchism and imagined communities.
Jamshid states:

At the border, a profound egalitarianism emerges,
transcending distinctions of wealth, poverty, identity,
nationality, gender, and religion. What endures amidst this
convergence is the unifying force of communication
among migrants, forging bonds that supersede all other
divisions. (Ali, 2022, p. 124)

In other words, all the national, political, social, and religious
ideologies which have been constructed in certain ways, are
diverse from one land to another and from one border to
another. Thus, as one stands outside those borders, might
question the concept of identity. At this point, Jamshid is
playing the role of antevasin — the one who constantly lives by
the border outside those imagined communities. Once more,
Salar experiences the prolonged absence of Jamshid, whose
reappearance marks a loss of identity in the digital age.
Engaging in activities as a covert operative for a political entity,
he employs the internet and technology to surveil individuals
and leverage threats. The narrative language examines the
intricacies of the postmodern context, culminating in the novel's
final chapters depicting Jamshid's ultimate plight—bartered
among various bourgeois factions, ultimately sold in auctions.
His plea for Salar to end his life stems from an unbearable
existence, haunted by the relentless imposition of political
ideologies erasing his true self. Salar's request for Jamshid to
inscribe his story onto his body underscores the novel's
exploration of language's significance and the nuanced layers
of historical context. As Jamshid traverses the skies, vacillating
across diverse realms of religion, language, politics, and
nations, his memory fades away, grappling with the agony of
self-construction. Then Salar tells Jamshid:
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Jamshid Khan! It is pertinent for you to understand that
I have long harbored a profound desire to experience
flight, if only for a singular occasion, akin to your own
experiences... (Ali, p. 167)

This wish implied the attempt to escape and break all those
political and social chains — to be an anarchist. Jamshid Khan’s
response: “I have also wished to find a land where the wind
doesn’t take humans” (p. 167). In this instance, the anarchist
persona perpetually embarks on an eternal journey through the
wind; he is lost and torn apart as his anarchic self saves him,
and then, his thoughts bring him back to the place where he
wishes to escape — a paradox.

After a lapse of two years, Salar receives a letter and a series
of photographs from Jamshid Khan, in which he reveals that he
has had a long journey around numerous destinations,
eventually discovering his destined path, being freed from the
fear of the wind, and having found an illusion of justice.
Jamshid Khan pledges to accompany the addressee when the
opportune moment arises. Subsequently, Salar, experiencing a
sensation akin to the wind's presence, returns home in fear,
seeking refuge and initiating the writing of the novel. The
essence of this conclusion shows the beginning of the narrative,
reflective of cultural dominance. It explores the integration of
political ideologies and the dynamic identities of the characters
as he writes:

It was the beginning of 1979, when Jamshid Khan was
arrested for the first time, he was seventeen years old, back
then the Ba’ath regime had begun to chase, arrest, and
sentence the communists... (Ali, 2022, p. 170)

In the end, the narrative appears to begin once again — a
paradox — in terms of history, society, and time. This circular
form of the text seems to be a metaphor for the illusion in which
Jamshid Khan constantly traveled here and there between two
different worlds — the sky with no patterns — and the earth where
all the rules were set for him to follow and lose his identity.

CONCLUSION

Bakhtyar Ali’s My Uncle Jamshid Khan: Whom the Wind was
Always Taking (2009) seems to propose a deeper layer of
signification of hegemonic relations between anarchism, and
imagined communities that are constructed by social and
political ideologies. Despite the historical and biographical
interpretations; in this paper, we attempted to read Ali’s novel
from a philosophical perspective. Through a performative act
of reading, the argument showed the semiotic possibility that
the male persona, Jamshid Khan, plays the role of an anarchist
who constantly flies away — escaping from the imagined
communities.
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Abstract—Domestic violence is a pattern of abusive behavior in
any relationship usually committed in a domestic setting by one
partner against the other. The current study investigates this type
of violence as exhibited in cartoon discourse. The study tries to
approach image cartoons of the domestic violence type to examine
how meaning is made within different modes and which mode is
the most dominant. Moreover, it attempts to check who is the most
powerful member in the family, who is exercising violence, and on
whom. Martin and Rose's (2007) model has been implemented to
be used as a tool to examine both the visual and verbal components
in each cartoon. The researcher randomly selected six cartoons
from several domestic violence types to constitute the sample of the
current study. It is found that different kinds of violence, mainly
of the social and physical types, have been exercised by the male
figure (the patriarch, i.e., the father, or the husband) in the family.
Moreover, domestic violence cartoons make their meaning and
express their messages through the visual mode more than the
verbal one. This, in turn, may be ascribed to the fact that visual
modes can provide their own affordances through which they can
be interpreted globally.

Index Terms— Image cartoon, Domestic violence, verbal
Visual, Multimodal.

I. INTRODUCTION

Over the past two decades, interest in multimodal discourse
analysis has expanded exponentially, many representational
and communicative modes, other than language, have
intervened to make and distribute meaning (Jewitt, 2009: 28).
For example, in face-to-face communication, we do not use
language merely as the only source of meaning; we also
communicate using nonverbal signals such as posture, gesture,
gaze, and facial expressions. Along similar lines, written
discourse always depends on visual as well as verbal resources;
its meaning is not just in the words but also, in their appearance
and spatial arrangement (Cameron and Panovic, 2014: 109).

Scholars working within the multimodal approach found that
multimodality marks a departure from the traditional opposition
of 'verbal' and 'non-verbal' communication, which presumes
that language constitutes the central means in interaction, and
nonverbal means have been viewed as being subordinated to it
(Bezemer and Jewitt, 2018: 283). Accordingly, there is an

emphasis on the differences between semiotic resources in
terms of the possibilities they offer for making meaning. That
is, the main concern of the approach is to emphasize the
importance of the combination of different resources, each with
its own potential (ibid).

The current paper aims at analyzing six (Arabic) image
cartoons of the domestic violence type to examine the kind of
violence exercised by which member of the family and on
whom. That is, who is the most dominant and powerful figure
within the family and who is the powerless and oppressed?
Another question that concerns the study is: How is meaning
made within a multimodal text (which modes intervene to
construct meaning and which mode is more dominant)? Which
specific kind of violence is exercised on the oppressed members
(is it physical, psychological, linguistic, or emotional)?

To achieve these aims, Martin and Rose's (2007) model, with
its four sets, has be used to analyze the selected data. The study
hypothesizes that when both existent, visual and verbal
components complement each other (other than work
separately). In domestic violence image cartoons, the visual
mode is more prevalent than the verbal one; that is, designers
depend more on the image to convey their message than on
language. Another hypothesis is that it is thought that the main
character who exercises violence within a family is the man
(father, husband) while the woman (mother, wife) is the weak
and oppressed participant. The study is hoped to be an
ambitious step forward to exhibit how meaning is made through
different modes and how viewers can interpret such meanings
within various multimodal texts.

Il. DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IMAGE CARTOONS

Cartoons have traditionally been considered as being a direct
and easy-to-process way to transmit a message. They can
communicate extremely relevant messages, with or without
words, which can be accessed by different people around the
world. For that reason, they have become a highly effective
means to vindicate significant social issues (Rivas-Carmona,
2014: 8). One of such issues is domestic violence and how it is
exercised against different members of the family, mainly the
woman.
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Domestic violence is a pattern of abusive behavior in any
relationship used by one partner to gain or maintain power and
control over another intimate partner. It can be physical, sexual,
emotional, economic, psychological, or linguistic threats of
actions or other patterns of coercive behavior that influence
another person within an intimate partner relationship. This
includes any behaviors that intimidate, manipulate, humiliate,
isolate, frighten, terrorize, coerce, threaten, blame, hurt, injure,
or wound someone (https://www.justice.gov/ovw/dom estic-
violence).

Domestic violence cartoons are “heavily stylized comic
displays of aggression in which the perpetrators suffer every
kind of abuse without [or with] being harmed” (Chandler and
Munday, 2020: 264). This type of multimodal texts become a
leitmotif in many forums, places and situations.

The present paper deals with image cartoons (as opposed to
animated), specifically those that display violence exercised by
family members. More particularly, the intimate partner
violence, which is committed by one of the people in
an intimate relationship against the other person, and can take
place in relationships or between spouses or partners. The aim
is to describe how messages are encoded and projected by
cartoonists by means of their artwork and, more specifically, to
see how domestic violence cartoons satirize the domestic
injustice found among members of the family in different
Arabic countries.

I1l.  MULTIMODAL DISCOURSE ANALYSIS

Multimodal discourse analysis (henceforth MDA) is an
emerging paradigm in discourse studies that extends the study
of language per se to the study of language in combination with
other resources, such as images, symbolism, gaze, posture,
gesture, music, and sound (Hyland and Paltridge, 2011: 120).
The term ‘multimodality’ is used to highlight that people use
multiple means of meaning-making in the sense that "different
means of meaning-making are not separated but almost always
appear together: image with writing, speech with gesture, math
symbolism with writing and so forth" (Jewitt et al., 2016: 2).
There was a paradigmatic shift away from the study of language
alone to the study of the integration of language with other
resources and MDA appeared as a pivotal contribution to make
meaning with respect to multimodal analysis, search, and
retrieval of information (Hyland and Paltridge, 2011; 121).
Different views have been proposed to explain the relation
between the visual and verbal components in any multimodal
texts. Some believe that the meaning of images is inherently
more open-ended than the meaning of words. By themselves,
images are too 'polysemous', too open to a variety of possible
meanings. Hence, when combined with images, language is
believed to fix the visual part and that the existence of language
juxtaposed with images allows viewers to choose the correct
level of perception and leads them to the proper understanding
of the text. In this sense, the meaning of images is always
related to and, in a sense, dependent on the verbal text (Barthes
1977 Cited in Kress and van Leeuwen, 2006: 18). Another view
sees that the visual component of a text is an independently
organized and structured message, connected with the verbal
text but in no way dependent on it. Thus, images convey their
own messages through their visual components with no
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necessary need for the verbal part. The visual mode is, then,
seen as a full means of representation where it forms an
alternative to writing (ibid). In opposition to Barthes' view,
Kress and van Leeuwen support the view that “language and
visual communication can both be used to realize the ‘same’
fundamental systems of meaning... but that each does so by
means of its own specific forms, does so differently, and
independently” (2006:19). A latest view sees that visual and
verbal modes complement each other and that in multimodal
texts, one needs to process language in relation to image, or
language in relation to action. There are two modalities co-
articulating what is going on. In this view, scholars (O'Toole
1994; Halliday and Matthiessen 2004; Caffarel et al. 2004) try
to reapply grammatical categories to visual patterns.
Accordingly, there is a close image-text relation in that images
and texts can be used to elaborate, extend, or enhance each other
(Martin and Rose, 2007: 327).

In sum, approaching any text from a multimodal perspective
is an indispensable issue because "when people meet, they
invariably communicate in multiple modalities: the eyes,
gestures, and tones of wvoice merge with the perceived
affordances of the surroundings into an integrated and partially
shared experience" (Steen and Turner, 2013: 1).

IV. PREVIOUS STUDIES

Different studies have been conducted to examine domestic
violence mainly the one exercised against women. For example,
a study by Rivas-Carmona in (2014) “Cartooning for Gender
Equality: A Multimodal Expression of Humour and
Vindication” tried to analyze eight cartoons dealing with the
controversial issue of gender equality. The study applied
Sperber and Wilson’s Relevance Theory (1986) through
investigating some visual metaphors like the ‘cross’, the ‘key’,
the ‘dart’, the ‘equals sign’ and the ‘scales’ to check how
women are depicted throughout the selected cartoons. The
analysis of the cartoons has revealed that, as multimodal texts,
they purposefully combine different communicative ‘modes’,
verbal and non-verbal clues, with the intention of their being
captured by the readers/ viewers. Nevertheless, those cartoons
rely heavily on their non-linguistic elements in order to convey
cognitive effects which the addressees have to process so as to
grasp the whole meaning of the communicative act. The
implicated conclusion represented by the cartoonist throughout
most of the selected cartoons reveal that women are nothing by
themselves since they are always subordinate and inferior to
men.

Another study by Belgrimet and Rabab’ah (2021) entitled
“A Multimodal Discourse Analysis of English Posters in
Violence Awareness Campaigns against Women” has been
conducted on three English posters to explore how the adoption
of different semiotic modes may contribute to the construction
of meaning when cooperating with language. Applying Kress
and Leeuwen’s (2006) visual grammar framework, the study
concluded that English posters employed a variety of semiotic
modes. The examined posters were found to be conceptual
demonstrating that the English posters tend to be static and
immovable. The study tried to examine the three metafunction
proposed by Kress and Leeuwen (representational, interactive
and compositional) and how they have been deployed in the
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meaning making of each investigated poster. However, not
much information has been concluded on the violence part. The
main aim in this study was to explore how the different semiotic
modes employed in each poster (both linguistic and
paralinguistic) are combined to convey a given meaning to find
out that English posters include verbal as well as visual
elements which contribute to the deployment of meaning.

Othman, and Al-Bahrani’s (2023) study “A Cognitive
Linguistic Study of Visual Language as a Reflection of Culture:
Violence Against Women in Iraq” has examined a violence-
based panel to see how participants may internalize it. Using
Sharifian’s (2011) cultural schema model and submitting a
four-question test on 30 participants, the study found out that
the participants have not only differed among themselves
regarding the way a figure is being denotatively conceptualized,
but they also highlighted different exact conceptualizations for
the same figure. Most of the participants have confirmed the
existence of violence as a phenomenon in the Iragi culture and
that women are one of the main victims of it due to the
patriarchal structure that outweighs men over women, and to
the unjust societal traditions and conventions adopted in such a
society.

Another study entitled “A multimodal analysis of the
representation of Saudi women in selected caricature images
from Cartoon Movement: A global platform for editorial
cartoons” by Alasmari and Al-mohammadi in (2023) has
examined ten caricature drawings published online between
2017 and 2020. The caricatures focus on the satirical visual
representations of Saudi women hovering around three main
issues (1) male guardianship, (2) end of driving ban, and (3)
dress codes and stereotyping. Applying Kress and Van
Leeuwen’s (1996) analytical framework demonstrates that
understanding the three aspects of meaning: representational,
interactive, and compositional, along with the viewer’s
orientation and background knowledge about the subject of the
images is essential to elucidate the messages communicated by
the cartoonists. The strategy of visual metaphor in the selected
cartoons depicts Saudi men and male guardianship system as
chains, mountain, ice highland, glass jar, and stones to reflect
an oppressive and extreme image of Saudi men. Stereotyping
presents a typical image of Saudi women as subordinate,
obedient and hidden in layers of black veils. In general, the
paper concluded that Saudi women are oppressed victims of
their male-dominated society and drastic religious regulations.

It is clear from the above-mentioned studies that in
multimodal texts of these kinds, the visual components surpass
the verbal ones and that in most of these texts, women are
depicted as being weak, useless, oppressed, subordinate and
inferior to men. Something that the current study tries to reveal
and scrutinize within the selected cartoons.

V. MARTIN AND ROSE (2007) MODEL:
THE STUDY'S MODEL

Building on Kress and van Leeuwen's (1996) model, Martin and
Rose (2007) developed their four-folded model to analyze texts
from different modes. Using Halliday's metafunction
terminologies, these two scholars divided their analyses into the
following levels:
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1- Ideational Meanings Construed by Visual Images:

In this level of analysis, the analyst has to search for whether
the image depicts an entity or an activity. Martin and Rose
(2007:168) suggested four ideational categories which are
classifying or compositional entities, and simple or complex
activities. These categories fall within the level of focus. The
other level within this meaning is the visual construal which
means the manner in which the images are construed (ibid).
That is, whether they are iconic, in which there is a direct visual
relation between the image and the category it construes.
Whether they are indexical which means that it directs attention
to the object, or whether symbolic whose interpretation is
determined on the basis of conventions (Saeed, 2003: 5). These
levels with their subcategories are schematized in the following

figure:
classifying
entity {
caompositional
PHENOMENON
FOCUS

simple
- actiuily{
complex
iconic
GCONSTRUAL %E
Figure (1)

indexical
symbolic
Ideational Meanings in Images
Adopted from Martin & Rose ( 2007)
2- Interpersonal Meanings Construed by Visual Images:

This is the emotional level, that is, how images inscribe and
invoke feelings and emotions through their components. At this
level there are three interacting domains: attitude, engagement
and graduation. As for former, it is concerned with our feelings,
including emotional reactions (affect), judgments of behavior
(judgment), and evaluation of things (appreciation) (Martin and
White, 2005: 36). Moving to the other domain, one finds
engagement which is concerned with the ways in which
different resources position the speaker/writer with respect to
the value position being advanced. Engagement with the viewer
can also be varied in images, for example, by the gaze of
depicted people looking directly at the viewer, obliquely to one
side, or directly away from the viewer into the image (Martin
and Rose, 2007: 326). The third domain, graduation, deals with
adjusting the degree of an evaluation, in addition to how strong
or weak the feeling is. In other words, feelings, appreciation and
judgment can be amplified and/or diminished (ibid).

ATTITUDE

direct
EMNGAGE MEMNT {
ablique

high
GRLAD AT 1O median
lonwa

Figure (2)
Interpersonal Meanings in Images
Adopted from Martin & Rose (2007)
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3- Textual organization:

concerning this level, Martin and Rose (2007: 327),
organized the textual level into ‘polarized' and 'centered'. As for
the latter, it examines how some elements maybe put in the
center while others are marginalized. The polarized
organization ranges along horizontal and/or vertical axes. For
images that are horizontally polarized, the left-hand side is
glossed as Given and the right as New. For vertically polarized
images, Ideal and Real categories are used, where Ideal is
characterized as a more general or abstract category, and Real
as more specific or concrete.

Examining Arabic image cartoons in the current study, one
has to elaborate that center-margin organization has no problem
since it is universal. Concerning the polarized organization
mainly the Given-New dimesion, one shouldn’t confuse that
because Arabic writing system is a right-to-left system, this
should also apply to images in the same literal sense since one
can maintain that modern visual media often align with
international standards of left-to-right presentation in images
and layouts (even for the Arabic culture).

A further textual dimension is the relative salience of
elements in an image or page layout that draws readers’
attention to one element before another. Salience may be
indicated by a number of factors, including size, color intensity
or the strength of vectors, as well as center-margin, left-right,
and top-down positions (Martin and Rose, 2007: 327). These
categories are schematized in the following Figure:

— Given
— horizontal 9‘_
-~ New
— ldeal
INFORMATION —>1 — vertical —>)
DISTRIBUTION L— Real
— Central
— central —=>
— Marginal
high
SALIENCE HE neutral
s iow
Figure (3)

Textual Meanings in Images
adopted from Martin & Rose (2007)

4- Image-text Relation

Image-text relations include their logical relations, the
boundaries between text and image, and identification. Logical
relationships can be mapped in terms of expansion, or
projection. For example, images and texts can restate, specify
or summarize each other (elaborating), they can be added to
each other (extending), or explain or follow each other in time
(enhancing). Images can also project wordings as thought or
speech bubbles, and the reverse is also possible. Boundaries
between image and text may be weak or strong: images may
intrude into text, and text may overlap images, or there may be
strong demarcation. Finally, elements of images may be
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identified explicitly in accompanying texts (e.g., in captions),
and elements of text or other images may be referred to in
accompanying images (ibid: 329). The categories within this
level can be shown in the figure below:

elaboration
expansion ')Eexlension
LOGICOSEMANTIC enhancement
RELATION
lecution
projection
idea
-~ sfrong
HMAGE-TEXT >
BOUNDARY — weak

— text refers to image

IDENTIFICATION =2
- - image refers to text

Figure (4)
Image-Text Relation
Adopted from Martin & Rose (2007)

VI. METHODOLOGY

A. Data Collection

The data selected within the current study consists of (6)
image cartoons collected from different sites on the internet.
The procedure for collection was collecting as many cartoons
about domestic violence as possible. Among 30 of the collected
data, (6) image cartoons were chosen randomly to constitute the
data of the present study.

B. Research Design

The current research is a descriptive qualitative one in the
sense that it tries to give a detailed account of the meaning-
making process through examining the different modes that
contribute to the meaning of the whole text (cartoon).

C. Data Analysis

In this section, the analytical framework of Martin and Rose
(2007) sketched above will be applied to six selected image
cartoons from the Arabic culture. The focus is on the visual and
verbal strategies implemented in the design of the cartoons to
display the type of violence exercised in one's family.
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1. Analysis of Cartoon No. (1)
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Cartoon (1)
From (https://www .bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-38103902)

Examining the photo from the ideational perspective, the
photo can be identified as a classifying image. In nuclear terms,
we have an overweight man (central), pushing a trolley
(nuclear) that is full of women (peripheral). The number of
women in the trolley is four which alludes to the polygamy
process that makes the man happy (represented in his smile)
since he thinks that he is practicing a righteous action. The
image can be interpreted as implicitly classifying wealthy
Arabian men of the Gulf (represented in the man’s dress and
shape) as being patriarchal and oppressive, carrying four
women simultaneously in one trolley as a kind of possession.
The kind of visual construal depicted in the image seems to be
indexical as it alludes to the polygamy process as well as to the
idea that wealthy men can carry in their trolley whatever they
like. The tag that each woman in the trolley carries is an index
to express the meaning that women are puppets that are to be
sold easily. The age of women (seen from their faces and size)
may also be an indication of their incapability to decide or rebel
against what is abusive or offensive. The trolley is an index of
the buying-and-selling process through which the man gained
the women,i.e. due to his wealthiness.

Moving to the interpersonal meaning of the current image,
one can see, on one hand, how the man is smiling to express his
happiness for gaining such a property. On the other hand, the
ladies (brides) in the trolley have a desperate effect which gives
an unfair judgment of what is happening which can appreciate
the whole act as being destructive and detrimental to the ladies'
lives and future. Engagement with the viewer has taken an
oblique angle as the figure's primary concern is his possession.
The figure seems greedy and ravenous. This evaluation has
been amplified by the enormous size of the man as well as his
shape (with the shemagh ‘headscarf’ and the thobe ‘Arabian
garment”) which gives the impression of his wealth and luxury.
His acts (cramming more than one lady in one trolley, moving
the trolley by himself), and his facial expressions reveal the
happy and contended attitude towards having a precious
fortune. Having all these features and evaluating them this way,
one can sense that graduation is high.

The textual organization of the image under investigation
shows a polarized horizontal depiction of the man who takes a
left-hand side of the image. This indicates that he is Given and
what is New is found in the right-hand which is depicted with
women. The salience category has been indicated by the big
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size of the man, the red color of his garment and the demonic
smile on his face.

Text-image relation, this level is not shown in the photo
under investigation as there is no language in the image. Hence,
the message is expressed only through the visual components.

2. Analysis of Cartoon No. (2)
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Cartoon No. (2)
From (https://www.memri.org/reports/cartoons-arab-press-status-
women-arab-world)

From an ideational meaning, one can identify this second
image as a simple activity image demonstrating the process of
marital issue. In the image, there are four figures, with three of
them playing a central role because of a specific feature
sketched in the figure: (1) the groom has been depicted as a bear
given a bigger size than the others. (2) The father has been
represented as the controller who leads the family to wherever
he likes, the crutch in his hand is a representation of one's
leadership and power. (3) The mother has been distinguished
from the others by her black-color garment. (4) The only figure
who is having a peripheral role is the girl. She looked with a
shocked face, expressing her refusal and rejection for all what
is happening. Investigating the manner through which the
image has been construed, one can feel that the crutch in the
hand of the father is an index of aggression and violence that
may be exercised on the girl if she refuses or disobeys her
father's rules. The depiction of the groom as a bear maybe
interpreted from two sides: one being a symbol of calmness,
playfulness, and cuddliness. As if the cartoonist wants to
maintain that this man is dumb, naive and primitive, caring
about nothing but home, woman, and food. The other side as
being a symbol of power, strength and brutality. In both
meanings, it seems that the man is powerful and superior, while
the girl is powerless and inferior. This same meaning has been
depicted in the big size of the man and the small size of the girl.
The whole image has been composed out of four figures, three
of them decide the future and life of the oppressed girl.

Concerning the interpersonal meaning, the feelings that the
current image inscribes is that of a shock effect, from the side
of the daughter, and this gives an angry judgment against the
act (obliging the girl to marry) and hence, a sense of patriarchy
will dominate the whole scene found in the image. Engagement
with the girl and feeling empathy for her situation seems direct,
and straightforward. As for the graduation, it seems amplified
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(high) through the use of the text (that's it /o=l3; elaboration of
what the girl should do 'you will marry him' 4. sx3la) as well as
the organized activity that puts the girl hopeless and
downhearted.

As for the textual organization of the modes in the current
picture, the layout of the photo combines both horizontal and
vertical structuring. Concerning the former, the men (the father
and the groom) have been placed on the right side of the image,
indicating the new information and the two women (the mother
and the girl) on the left side showing the given information. As
if the cartoonist suggests that the father and the groom represent
the new life that the girl will have. Regarding the vertical
organization, one can see that the textual component,
representing the ideal category, has been put above the two
women indicating the act of obligation that would be exercised
on the girl. Real category in the lower section has been
portrayed by the two women (mainly the girl) leaning down to
watch, listen and reluctantly obey. On the other side of the
photo, one can see the window as ideal with the general view
that it will always remain close, at the bottom there are the two
male figures (father and bride) who represent the real category.
To put such idea on a concrete footing, it seems plausible to
suppose that the window is always under the control of the men
since they have been positioned at the bottom to display the idea
that what is real is the fact that the girl’s future is in the hands
of the male figures.

Looking at what is distinctive in the photo, in terms of the
salience dimension, one can see that the big size that the groom
has indicated dominance and control. Another salient feature is
the black dress that the mother wears to distinguish her in a way
that she is a follower of the father, and a controller of the
daughter.

Moving to the last component within Martin and Rose's
model (2007), one has to look at the image-text organization
and what logical relations both invoke. In the current photo the
text that the mother said to her daughter has been emphasized
by the elaborating phrase (you will marry him means you will
marry him/ 4)s»il 43 )silk). As has been explained in the
textual dimension above that the men have been put in the right
side of the photo to represent new information, the text has been
put in the left side to represent the old information. Thus, the
image-text relation expresses an elaborating role in which the
text is merely restating what is happening in the visual mode
(the father with the groom'’s plans). This Given-New positions
enhance the whole scenario in that the text elaborates as well as
enhances the visual modes and the whole process of marriage
plans. The mother's expression (that's it/ =) again indicates
a preplanned decision in which the girl has no hands in it since
(your father gave him his words/ 43S sUae. S 5), the father gave
his words and accordingly no other decision can be given. This
text with its tenacity tone seems to have a strong relation with
the visual components. Thus, there is a weak image-text
boundary since they (visual and verbal) enhance each other.
The identification of the relation between the verbal and visual
components shows that the text refers to the image. One can
understand the text without referring to the image or vice versa,
as each element is used to merely elaborate and enhance the
other.
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3 Analysis of Cartoon No. (3)

Cartoon No.(3)
From (https://cartoonmovement.com/cartoon/child-marriage)

In ideational terms, the image is seen as an activity-focused
image that construes a single activity of a wedding. The groom,
who is an old white-bearded man, displays a central role while
the bride, who is a very small girl, is given a peripheral role and
this is shown by the way the man is catching her hand. The
man’s dress (as with image No.1) alludes to wealthy Arabian
men who are given the right to marry underage girls. As for the
construal meaning of the modes used in the image, one can see
the crutch as an index of old age and senility. The shoes below
the feet of the girl are an index of inadequate and unfit size for
the girl. As for the doll in the hands of the girl, it represents a
symbol of purity, childhood, and innocence. Hence, the design
shows the brutality of destroying such an innocence by
committing the crime of obliging such an underage to marry
reluctantly.

In interpersonal terms, the feeling that the current image
invokes in the viewers' thinking is that of sympathetic affect,
which gives a negative judgment about what is happening. This,
in turn, can be evaluated to be a damaging underages' lives.
There appears a need to stop such a process of child marriage
and to stand against its supporters. Engagement with the scene
in the image seems direct as each viewer tries to put oneself (or
their children) in the girl's position. Graduation is, as with the
second image, amplified as feelings have been evoked and no
categories have been put into consideration.

Examining the textual organization of the third photo, one
sees that it takes a polarized horizontal layout in which the man
occupies the right side of the photo, resembling the new
information, and the girl is put on the left side of the photo,
indicating the given information. As with the previous image
(image 2), the placement of these figures in this way may be
interpreted as if the man and his manners are the new future that
awaits the small girl. Concerning the salience dimension, one
may be attracted by the big shoes placed under the small feet of
the girl, indicating inappropriatenss as if the shoes and their size
tell the viewers that these shoes are so big for the girl asiit is the
case with the man whose age and shape is not suitable for the
girl too. Another distinctive feature is the lollipop in the mouth
of the girl in relation to the rouge put on her lips. Such a relation
is depicted by ascribing the red color to the red lollipop rather
than to the make-up she is obliged to wear. A symbol that she
is still a child who wants to enjoy and taste the beauty of
childhood.
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Examining the image-text relation within this photo, one
can see that the only verbal part that is used here is the letter
(Zzzz used in English to indicate 'sleep' & & ). Accordingly,
the text can be seen as having an elaborating role in that it
specifies the type of man that is considered as a groom. The
boundary between the text and image is weak since the letter
(¢ &) is only put as a specification of the man's type. So even
if the letter is removed, it will not affect the interpretation of the
image. The photo is identified as an image-based explaining its
contents through its visual elements rather than through its
verbal elements since the removal of the latter will cause no
harm to the comprehension of the whole scenario.

4. Analysis of Cartoon No. (4

Cartoon No. (4)
From (https://www.memri.org/reports/cartoons-arab-press-status-
women-arab-world)

Examining this fourth image from an ideational perspective
shows that one can identify the image as a classifying entity-
focused image which sorts boys as being the focus of any
family. We have a happy boy (central) who is enjoying his ice
cream and is being put under the light (nuclear) to be the
primary focus in the image. The boy turns his back as an
indication that he does not see anything other than his own
needs. The girl has been given a peripheral role in that she has
been put in complete darkness with nothing apparent but her
sad needy eyes. The signs for the current image may be
construed in the eyes, which is an index of sadness and need.
The modes that represent symbols may be seen in the light, and
the ice cream. The former is a symbol of appearance and
existence, while the ice cream is a symbol of happiness and joy.
As if the designer wants to maintain that in this world, the only
existing human who is shown in the light is a happy boy.

As for the interpersonal meaning of the current image, it
seems clear that the image has a prejudiced effect, which has an
adverse judgment and is appreciated as being discriminating.
Focusing on the presence and happiness of the boy and
neglecting and marginalizing the existence of the girl as normal
human being is a kind of discrimination and gender inequality.
Engagement with the viewer is felt when the latter feels a direct
concern that this division is unfair and unacceptable. As for the
graduation concern, it is high as there are two main figures, out
of which only one (the boy) is the center of humanity.

Examining the textual organization of the current photo
shows that the photo has been organized around a Center and
Margin principle. The boy has been put as the center
maintaining the nucleus of information on which marginal
elements (the eyes in the dark) are looking and depending. This
design emphasizes the idea that the real and the most important
figure in any family is the 'boy". The most salient component
within the image is the black background that the photo takes
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which exposes nothing but what appears in the lights, i.e., the
boy. The light in its triangular shape is another salient
component that shows what deserves to be delivered, that is, the
boy and his joy and delight.

In terms of the text-image relation, it seems clear that
identifying each figure with his sex is a crucial component for
the understanding of the whole image. Writing (boy/ i) over
the male figure, and (girl/ <) over the eyes (as a representation
of a female figure) indicates what is going on. That is, the text
has an extending role in that it adds an identification for each
vector. The demarcation between the visual and verbal elements
seems weak in that they are complementing each other and
hence both are needed. The identification of this kind of image
seems mutual in that the text refers to the image and image
refers to the text. A category that has not been mentioned by
Martin and Rose's (2007) model but should be added here as the
relation seems reciprocal.

5. Analésis of Cartoon No. (5)

Cartoon No. (5)
From (https://www.memri.org/reports/cartoons-arab-press-status-
women-arab-world)

The ideational meaning of the fifth image cartoon exhibits
an activity-focused image portraying the unjust action of the
man who is exercising physical violence on his woman by
beating her brutally due to her late action in responding to the
man’s order (bringing him the coffee). The man is displayed as
an oppressive, patriarchal and violent person. The beating is not
only affecting the woman who is a peripheral participant in the
image but also the son who is standing behind the woman, filled
with tears. The son is protecting himself by the back of the
woman but if the protector is oppressed then the protected will
be lost and disoriented. As for the construal of the signs within
the image, one sign is shown in the hands which is drawn four
times to show its movement throughout the cheek of the
woman. This sign (the hand) is an index of aggressiveness,
strength, and ferocity. Tears (in the son's eyes and below his
feet) are a symbol of fear, unsafety and dread. Furthermore, the
man’s wrist is a symbol of readiness to beat and hit more and
more. As if, there is nothing to stop him. The man’s facial
expressions are also a symbol of brutality, anger and cruelty.

The interpersonal meaning of this image invokes an
unhappy attitude about what is going on in the image. This is to
justify the unsatisfactory effect from the part of the participant
who used 'beating' as a tool to express his dissatisfaction. This
act provokes a negative judgment about the action as it works
against the normal rules of humanity. And it gets a negative
appreciation about what he is doing to the woman (and child).
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The viewer finds himself/ herself engaged in the scene and feels
empathy with the woman. The act has been amplified and got a
high graduation by the depiction of hand movement as well as
the tears surrounding the boy.

In terms of the textual organization of the fifth photo, one
sees that it can be examined as a polarized horizontal and
vertical structure. Regarding the former, the man occupies the
right side of the photo resembling the new information and the
woman and her boy occupy the left side indicating the given
information. As if the photo says there is nothing new in the
wife's (and son's) life but what the man dictates and prescribes.
Examining the photo from the vertical dimension, one can see
that the verbal component has taken the top part of the photo
indicating the ideal category which shows the general view that
men are the powerful controller of women. The real category
portrayed in the bottom part of the photo alludes to the
humiliation, submission and surrender that the wife and son will
get because of the man. Moving to the salience components,
one may find the man's hand with its moving depiction as the
most salient sign that expresses physical violence and
aggressiveness. The facial expressions of the three figures in the
photo are also salient: the man's gesture points to his anger and
rage; the woman to her helplessness and powerlessness, and the
son to his fear and fright.

The image-text relation of the current image shows an
extending role played by the verbal components in that it
expresses a causal relation with the visual elements. That is, the
reason behind beating the woman is her delay in bringing the
coffee (You need a whole hour to bring the coffee/ w3 delu
55¢dll ), In plain words, the delay (in bringing the coffee) is the
reason behind this physical violence. As for the boundary
between the two elements, it seems weak as there is no
boundary between the verbal and visual components since they
complete each other and the viewer can understand the reason
behind the beating by reading the written text. The image may
be identified again (as with image No. 4) as having a reciprocal
relation in which the verbal elements complete the visual ones.
They can not be taken separately. That is, reading the text will
not lead to the visual mode and looking at the image will not
make us understand the reason behind the violent reaction.

6 Analysis of Cartoon No. (6)

AaprateaSalriyadh.com
vrvrss. iy adn.com

Cartoon No. (6)
From (https://www.memri.org/reports/cartoons-arab-press-status-
women-arab-world)
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Examining this last image from an ideational perspective,
one can easily detect it as an activity-focused image in which
the man is beating his woman mercilessly. The man is central
controlling the woman by his place, size and action. The woman
is peripheral doing nothing but surrender to the man's action.
The son is also peripheral in the sense that he will be raised
according to what the powerful participant will set up for him.
The son is thinking of his father as an ox who cares about
nothing but its prey. Concerning the construal of the signs
within the image, it is clear that the man's mustache is an icon
of the ox's horns, a relation that is drawn in the boy's mind. As
a result of this classifying iconic image, Arab men (with big
mustache of the photo's type) will be looked at as being a
representation of oxen's reactions to different acts, i.e.,
performing violence against their counterpart parties.

As with the images mentioned earlier, the interpersonal
meaning of this image invokes a refusal attitude with a negative
judgment against the man's actions towards the woman.
Engagement is direct with the act and graduation is high
amplified by the comparison made between the man's mustache
and the ox's horns representing men as raging oxen.

The textual organization of this last photo shows that the
photo may be interpreted from a polarized horizontal and
vertical layout. The man placed over the woman while beating
her occupies the left side of the image to indicate the old
information, that is, the man with his aggressive attitude
towards the woman is the normal life that the woman gets. The
boy with his thinking is placed on the right hand of the image
to indicate the new information that he will live under the
control of an ox’s barbarian and savage power. Looking at the
current image cartoon from a vertical direction, one can see that
the top part has been occupied by the son’s imagination of the
father as an ox. Hence, the ideal information is represented by
the general view that men with big mustache and huge body are
a symbol of oxen. The bottom part of the photo shows the two
figures, the son crying and fearing the ox, and the woman below
the man being beaten and hit. Accordingly, what is real is the
fact that such weak figures have nothing in hand but to
surrender and submit to men’s power and superiority. The
salient components are represented in the man's mustache
which is compared to the ox's horns. Again, as with image No.
5, the facial expressions of the three figures have been given
salience and prominence: drawing the man with anger, the
woman with lack of power, and the boy with shock and fright.

No text-image relation has been detected in the last image
since the only elements that are found are those of the visual
type. The message is conveyed through the visual mode only.

D. Results and Discussion of the Analysis

In terms of the ideational meaning, the six examined
cartoons exhibit that four of them (images 2,3,5,6) focus on
activity mainly that of forced marriage, (in image 2 and 3), or
the physical violence exercised by the husband against the wife
(images 5 and 6). The other two images are of the classifying
entity-focused type mainly of the superiority of men (image 1
and 4). This shows that the main focus of cartoons is to show
either the forceful actions of men or to describe them as being
ferocious. Hence, the most dominant figure in the six photos is
the man and he is treating his woman (wife or daughter) in an
unfair, oppressive and inferior way (This verifies hypothesis 3).
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The signs in five of the cartoons include both index and
symbols. The only icon found among the six cartoons was in
cartoon No.5 in which a direct relation is made between the
man's mustache and the ox's horns. An indication that ridicules
the similarity between men's actions and oxen's reactions

Moving to the interpersonal meaning in the six investigated
cartoons, it seems clear that all of them instigate a negative
judgment about the male character in the cartoon. The attitude
of the figure in the cartoon incites a bad reaction from the side
of the viewer as he is exercising violence, injustice, and
oppression on the other partner (mainly the woman). Again, in
the six of them feelings of disgust, refusal, and rejection have
been amplified and made high. The six photos invoke feelings
against the violence exercised against women which is
classified as social in the first four cartoons (exercising
unbalanced roles) and physical in the last two (exercising
beating).

The textual organization of three of the cartoons took a
polarized horizontal and vertical layout (image 2 ,5 and 6). The
Given-New positions in these four images exhibit the
detrimental future that awaits the women. Men in these images
occupy the right side indicating the view that the only future,
that these women should have, is these men with their
aggressive attitude. The semantic meanings between the top and
bottom elements in these texts show verbal elements at the top
and figures surrendering at the bottom (images 2 and 5) as if the
cartoonist wants to say that language is dictated by the superior
member (the father and husband) in the family and those at the
bottom (the women and children) are the concrete elements that
must follow blindly. Images (1 and 3) took a horizontal layout
with the man occupying the right side (image 3) to express the
new future that is drawn for the female figure. Although the
man in image (1) has occupied the left side to express the old
information, still he is given prominence and attraction by his
salient figures. So, the right/ new information for this man is to
get a property of four women altogether in one trolley. The only
image that got a center-margin layout is image (4) in which the
boy is the center, and the hidden girl has been marginalized by
being dark and only her looking eyes are apparent. Throughout
the six investigated images, specific elements within each photo
have been given prominence and salience to support the idea in
the whole modality.

As for the image-text relation, it is evident that the designer
in most of the images depended on the visual modes more than
on the verbal ones (this verifies hypothesis 2). This result may
be ascribed to fact that visual modes can provide their own
affordances through which they can be interpreted globally.
That is, they can convey the message without a need for the
existence of the verbal mode and the message can be understood
by all people. Cartoons No. 1 and 6 got no language at all; the
other ones are having very concise written text which mainly
elaborate the visual mode. Cartoons 4 and 5 have a verbal mode
that supports the whole scenario. That is, language is used as a
complementary mode to the visual one and cannot be dealt with
separately (This verifies hypothesis 1). The only cartoon that
can be interpreted without reference to the image is the text in
cartoon No. 2 which gives the whole image through language.
However, it still plays an elaborating role by restating what is
already mentioned through the visual mode.

Journal of University of Human Development (JUHD)

Al in all, one can understand that the meaning-making of the
cartoons can be gained from both the visual and verbal modes
which (when both existent) can play a complementary role to
each other. However, more emphasis is given to the visual side
as it conveys the message appropriately.

CONCLUSION

Domestic violence cartoons are a special kind of text.
Approaching them from a multimodal perspective can unveil
the main components that participate in the meaning-making of
each piece as one whole. Arabic domestic violence image
cartoons exhibit the range of oppression women get from their
patriarchs (mainly the father and the husband). A multimodal
analysis of such types of texts shows that visual and verbal
components work hand in hand to give the whole meaning.
However, in such kinds of texts, the visual mode surpasses the
verbal one as the message is mainly conveyed visually, and the
verbal mode is only used to fulfill the elaborating function. In
all the examined cartoons, domestic violence has been found
and been exercised through different kinds such as social
violence by showing gender discrimination and giving an
inferior role for women, physical by beating and hitting them,
as well as psychological and emational violence by insulting
and treating them unfairly. All these types lead to women's
abuse and impairment in the sense that she will be a disabled
person who will be unable to protect her surroundings (mainly
her children).
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