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Abstract— This paper evaluates the quality of abstracts in MA
theses and PhD dissertations in Applied Linguistics from
universities in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI) between 2007
and 2021. The research employs a rubric or criteria-based
evaluation approach, informed by Hyland’s (2000) five-move
model, adapted to include criteria for ‘irrelevant information’ and
‘word count’. A comprehensive sample of all the abstracts from
the collected data was analyzed using both descriptive and
inferential statistical methods.

The findings indicate that while most abstracts effectively
introduce the research topic and state objectives, they often
struggle with the clear presentation of results and maintaining
overall coherence. Besides, significant relationships were found
between various components of abstract quality, suggesting that
improvements in one area (e.g., clarity in ‘introduction’) could
positively impact others (e.g., presenting ‘results’).

Moreover, this study highlights the need for enhanced training
and guidelines in abstract writing, particularly for Applied
Linguistics research, to improve clarity, coherence, and academic
rigor of future theses and dissertations. The findings have
important implications for improving the quality and accessibility
of academic research in the KRI region and its universities.

Index Terms— Abstract writing, academic writing, applied
linguistics, Hyland’s model.

I. INTRODUCTION

To begin with, the word “abstract” is originated from the word
“abstractum” which is Latin and refers to the summary of a
long-written piece of writing (Collins Dictionary, 2023). It is
the source of the first impression one will have on a whole paper
since it represents it in brief.

Therefore, writing an abstract has often been regarded as the
task of summarizing the whole paper in a way the researcher
desires. This has created a sort of confusion among researchers
because they often seem to be unaware of different types of
abstracts and what sort of abstract is required according to their
field, Applied Linguistics (hereinafter, AL), as an example.

According to Hyland’s (2000) five-move model, an abstract
should account for five moves; introduction (M1), purpose
(M2), method (M3), product (M4), and conclusion (M5).

Furthermore, the quality of abstracts in academic writing is
crucial as it serves as the first impression of the entire research
work, providing a concise summary of the study’s objectives,
methodology, findings, and implications. In the context of AL,
particularly in Kurdistan Region of Iraq (hereinafter, KRI),
there is a growing need to evaluate the effectiveness of these
abstracts to ensure they meet the academic standards and
effectively communicate the essence of the research.

This study aims to evaluate the quality and structure of
abstracts in MA theses and PhD dissertations within this region,
with focus on identifying potential issues that may hinder the
accessibility and dissemination of research findings, in general.
By conducting this evaluation, the study seeks to determine
whether inadequacies or structural weaknesses exist and how
they might impact the clarity and effectiveness of the abstracts.

A. Problem statement

Despite the fact that an abstract is a crucial part of any
research work that summarizes and presents the overall content,
many MA theses and PhD dissertations in AL from KRI
universities appear to struggle with clarity, coherence, and
completeness. This issue is particularly prevalent in presenting
the results and maintaining a logical flow throughout the
abstract. This paper seeks to evaluate the quality of these
abstracts, identifying common deficiencies, and suggest areas
for improvement.

B. Aims

The primary aim of this research is to evaluate the quality of
abstracts in those theses and dissertations, using a criteria-based
approach informed by Hyland’s (2000) five-move model.
Specifically, they study aims at:

a. assessing how well these abstracts introduce the
research topic, state the objectives, describe the
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methodology, present the findings, and conclude the
study,

b. identifying the prevalence of irrelevant information
and the adherence to word count limits within the
abstracts,

c. analyzing the relationships between different
components of abstract quality to understand how
improvements in one area may influence others,

d. providing recommendations for improving abstract
writing in AL, particularly in the context of higher
education in KRI.

By achieving these aims, the study intends to enhance the
academic rigor of future theses and dissertations in the region
and contribute to the overall improvement of academic writing
practices in AL.

II. LITERATURE REVIEW

A. Definitions of abstract

The abstract part of any academic writing plays an essential role
in summarizing the research findings presented throughout the
writing (Carraway, 2007). According to the Writing Center, the
University of North Carolina (2011), “an abstract is a short
summary of your completed research. It is intended to describe
your work without going into great detail. Abstracts should be
self-contained and concise, explaining your work as briefly and
clearly as possible.” Hence, abstracts almost always are written
when the research endeavor is concluded.

Furthermore, Ridley (2012) states that “abstracts of journal
articles, dissertations and theses are global summaries which are
created to introduce a reader to the content of the text which
follows.”

B.  Elements of abstract

An abstract promotes the whole work, influencing editors and
readers alike. It also provides a concise overview of the writing,
highlighting the major elements, including the study purpose,
methods, key findings, and the importance of the results.
Besides, the abstract should explain briefly the implications of
the findings without evaluating the conclusions. Overall,
writing the abstract section requires careful considerations and
attention to details (Hesselbach et al., 2012).

Additionally, Riazi (2016) points out that the word count of a
thesis abstract should be around 300 words since details would
be provided in later sections or chapters.

C. Purpose of abstract

To understand the need for having an abstract in research
papers, one should figure out the purpose(s) of writing the
abstract, the reason(s) behind writing it often after writing the
full research paper, and the support the abstract provides to both
researchers and readers.

An abstract can broadly be described as a brief, coherent, and
independent summary of a certain research presented in the
body. The primary purpose of such an abstract is to give readers
a concise understanding of the research’s key points, findings,
and significance. Furthermore, it highlights the role of the
abstract in making the research more accessible and
discoverable to a wider audience which is crucial in the context
of academic publishing and dissemination of scientific
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knowledge. According to Kate et al (2017), “an abstract of a
scientific article is a precise, clear, and stand-alone statement
that provides an overview of the work to the reader and plays
an important role in increasing the visibility.”

D. Types of abstract

Abstracts can basically and more broadly thought to be
categorized into two types: descriptive abstract and informative
abstract. It is important to decide which one is required in the
field of AL. According to the literature, descriptive abstract is
argued to be suitable for humanities and social sciences
academic writings while informative abstract leans towards
science-related ones. Hence, it is expected that MA theses and
doctoral dissertations in AL would provide a descriptive
abstract (“The University of Adelaide”, 2014).

In addition, it is not only the type of abstract that is key but
also how effective the abstract is written and presented. In the
academic realm, it is also crucial to give thorough attention to
the factor of making research papers distinct and noteworthy by
making it stand out and truly catch the readers’ attention.

1) Descriptive abstract

In general, this type of abstract is used in writing papers of
the study areas of humanities and social sciences. The word
range differs from one source to another. Some scholars believe
that it should be between 200 — 300 words while the majority
argue that it is often between 50 to 100 words, and they share a
set of writing sequence and/or criteria as:

e  background,

e  purpose,

e focus or interest,

e and sometimes overview of contents (“The University

of Adelaide”, 2014).

However, the word count is different and is expected to double
or triple the word count when it comes to MA theses and PhD
dissertations. Additionally, this research type lacks a detailed
presentation of the results, often summarizing findings in a brief
statement without providing statistical or numerical data. Such
abstracts offer readers an overview of the nature and scope of
the article’s content, helping them understand what to expect
without delving into specific data points (Sirisilla, 2023).

In addition, this type of abstract is sometimes called
‘humanities abstract’ due to the fact that it briefly provides an
overview of the content of the study or paper in which its parts
are organized according to four primary components of paper
topic, thesis, main point(s), and keywords. (“Germanna
Academic Center for Excellence”, 2020).

Therefore, it could be summarized that a descriptive or
humanities abstract requires including the following
elements/components in the abstract that:

a. starts with a background, aim(s), or a topic sentence,
b. followed by a purpose, method, or thesis,
c. what is coming after is focus, interest, results, main
point(s),
d. concluded by an overview of contents or conclusion
ensuring that key words are mentioned afterwards.
2) Informative abstract

This type of abstract captures the essence of the report,
typically in about 200 words. Besides, it accurately reflects the
contents of the work, particularly emphasizing the results
section. It generally includes common criteria, such as:
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background,
aim or purpose,
methodology,
results,

e and conclusion.

On one hand, it is evident that research in AL can be
effectively represented by both descriptive and informative
abstracts. Either type is suitable for research writing in this field,
as long as they adhere to the specific criteria outlined for each
type of abstract—descriptive and informative. On the other
hand, having differences in disciplinary conventions and
expectations can lead to poorly written abstracts. For instance,
while abstracts in the sciences might emphasize methodology
and results, those in the humanities may focus more on the
theoretical framework and interpretation of findings (Bhatia,
2013).

A consensus seems to exist among numerous scholarly
sources that Hyland’s (2000) five-move model or framework
represents the most appropriate schema for assessing the
abstracts of scholarly works, including articles, books, theses,
and dissertations (Huang and Lv, 2022, Tavakoli, 2012, and
Bitchener, 2010).

Table 1.
Linear order of Hyland’s five-move model
Moves Function
. Establish text of th
Introduction (M1) s ab ishes context of the paper and
motivates the research or discussion.
Indicates purpose, thesis or hypothesis,
Purpose (M2) outlines the intention behind the paper.
Provides  information on  design,
Method (M3) procedures, assumptions, approach, data,
etc.
Product (M4) States main findings or re?sults, the
argument, or what was accomplished.
Interprets or extends results beyond scope
Conclusion (M5) or paper, draws inferences, points to
applications or wider implications.

Primarily, according to Perry et al (2003), it is recommended
that an abstract should include the following seven elements:

1. The abstract has to start with a brief theme sentence to
orientate the reader about the overall issue addressed
in the thesis. The sentence should grab the reader’s
attention,

2. It should then indicate the main aim or purpose of the
study,

3. Next, the academic and/or practical importance of the
study should be explained,

4. The methodology used in the study should also be
described,

5. The main findings of the study should be summarized,

6. Statements of conclusions should indicate the
contribution made by the study in filling gaps in the
literature,

7. Finally, the practical or managerial implications of the
study’s findings should be highlighted where
appropriate.
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Despite the fact that Bitchener (2010) agrees on Hyland’s
five-move model, he points out that any thesis abstract should
function as providers of the following elements. (See table 2).

Table 2.
Functions of abstracts by Bitchener (2010)
Functions
The aim of the study
The background of the study
The methodology and methods used in the study
The key findings of the study
The contribution of the study to the field of knowledge

The Writing Center, the University of North Carolina (2011)
points out that a proficient abstract will encompass a number of
key characteristics:

1. Motivation/ Problem statement: Why is your
research/argument  important? ~ What  practical,
scientific, theoretical or artistic gap is your project
filling?

2. Methods/ Procedures/ Approach: What did you
actually do to get your results?

3. Results/ Findings/ Product: As a result of completing
the above procedure, what did you learn/invent/create?

4. Conclusion/  Implications: ~ What are larger
implications of your findings, especially for the
problem/gap identified previously? Why is this
research valuable?

Tavakoli (2012) summarizes five essentials to writing any
research abstract which include “purpose of the study,
source(s) from where the data are drawn (usually referred
to as participants), the method(s) used for collecting data,
the general results, and general interpretation of the
results.” In addition, he adds that for an abstract to be good,
it should be:
a. accurate, reflecting precisely the overall meaning of
the research paper,
nonevaluative, reporting instead of evaluating,
c. coherent and readable, having clarity in the written
language and using required grammar tense(s),
d. concise, briefly demonstrating the overall idea and
avoid using unnecessary words.

According to Kate et al (2017), there are a number of
elements to include or a number of broad headings that an
abstract can address which are:

- Background/ introduction/ aims and objectives
- Methods

- Results

- Conclusion

Furthermore, Huang and Lv (2022) advocate for the
implementation of the five strategic moves, as delineated in the
subsequent table, to enhance the effectiveness of the process.
(See table 3)

=T |O% >

Table 3.
Five strategic moves to write abstract by Huang and Lv (2022)
No. Moves

Situating the research

Presenting the research
Describing the methodology
Summarizing the results
Discussing the research

(3, NF "N AN SRR
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Therefore, the five-moves model is adopted since two other
criteria are added to it, which are ‘irrelevant information’ (i.e.
M6) apart from the five moves, as well as, the required ‘word
count’ (i.e. M7) for MA theses and PhD dissertations.
According to Swales and Feak (2009), the abstracts
corresponding to theses and dissertations at the postgraduate
level are expected to be inclusive with a word count not
exceeding 350 words. And, since the word count is clearly
specified, and theses and dissertations are referenced, this paper
ensures compliance with the word count range recommended
by Swales and Feak (2009).

To sum up, Hyland’s original model of the moves provides
solid and sufficient roadmap for any research to analyze and
evaluate abstracts of any MA theses and PhD dissertations in
AL as previously shown in Table 1. However, as already
mentioned, two valuable, practical criteria would need to be
added, which are either the abstract includes any irrelevant
information outside the five moves and whether the word count
stays in the 350-words range limit, i.e. 300 to 400 words. The
following table includes a set of criteria for this purpose.

Table 4.
Inclusive table for the final criteria for this study

Criteria Function (definition)

Introduction (M1) Estqblishes context of thf: paper and
motivates the research or discussion.
Indicates purpose, thesis or hypothesis,

Purpose (M2) outlines t}{)e irrll)tention behind ti]llé paper.
Provides information on design,

Method (M3) procedures, assumptions, approach,
data, etc.

Product (M4) States main findings or resu}ts, the
argument, or what was accomplished.
Interprets or extends results beyond

Conclusion (M5) scope or paper, draws inferences, points
to applications or wider implications.

Irrelevant Any unnecessary information or

information (M6) addition provided in the abstract.

Word count (M7) The ideal word count is 350.

III. METHODOLOGY

A. Research design

This research employs both descriptive and inferential
statistical analysis design. On one hand, descriptive statistics is
followed which is a fundamental branch of statistics that
involves summarizing and organizing data to provide an
informative overview of the sample(s) under study. According
to Gravetter and Wallnau (2017), descriptive statistics focuses
on presenting the characteristics of a dataset in a clear and
understandable manner.

On the other hand, inferential analysis is deployed which is
known to be a branch of statistics that enables researchers to
make inferences or generalizations about a population based on
data sampled from that population. Unlike descriptive statistics,
which merely summarize data, inferential statistics goes further
by using the data to test hypotheses, make predictions, and
determine relationships among variables (Creswell and
Creswell, 2018). Its primary aim is to draw conclusions that
extend beyond the immediate data at hand, making it a crucial
tool in many fields, including AL.
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This mixed statistical analysis allows for identification of
strengths and weaknesses in the abstracts and provides a
foundation for making recommendations for further solid
academic writing practices.

B.  Sampling

This paper takes the whole population into consideration
which is 91 MA theses and PhD dissertations in AL across
multiple universities in KRI. Among those, it examines a
comprehensive number of 46 samples, which is over 50% of the
total population. The samples selected had to meet certain
criteria, such as:

- written in English,

- completed between 2007 and 2021,

- focused on topics within the field of AL (i.e. different
subfields of AL),

- conducted in different years,

- difference in supervisor specialty.

The selection process is guided by the purpose of ensuring
that the sample is representative of diverse characteristics
within the field of AL, rather than randomly selecting from the
population, which is called ‘purposive sampling’.

This type of sampling is particularly useful in studies where
specific information or insights are sought, and it allows the
researcher to focus on cases that will effectively contribute to
answering the research questions (Etikan et. al., 2016). It can be
inferred that this approach is advantageous to gain in-depth
understanding from selecting samples based on related
purpose(s) strategically. Besides, this sample size ensures that
the findings are representative of the population and provides
sufficient data for robust statistical analysis.

C. Data collection

The process of data collection involved obtaining the
abstracts of relevant MA theses and PhD dissertations from
university libraries and online database. These abstracts were
then compiled into a database for evaluation. The data
collection process was carefully managed to ensure the integrity
and completeness of the sample.

D. Development of evaluation criteria

To evaluate the abstracts, a set of criteria was developed
based on established criteria for academic abstract writing.
These criteria were informed by existing literature on abstract
writing in AL and included key elements, including the moves
offered by applied linguist Hyland’s five-moves model or
framework in 2000, ie. introduction (Ml1), purpose (M2),
method (M3), product (M4), conclusion (M5). These five
moves are supported by two more moves which are whether
irrelevant, unnecessary information is given in the abstract or
not, named ‘irrelevant information (M6)’. In addition, one final
move of ‘word count’ is added as (M7) to examine whether the
abstract word count is within the 350-word-count limit.

Each criteria item was designed to be binary (Yes/No),
reflecting whether the abstract met the specific criterion. This
binary scoring system simplifies the evaluation process and
allows for clear distinctions between abstracts that meet the
criteria and those that do not.
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E.  Validity and reliability of the criteria

To ensure the validity and reliability of the evaluation criteria,
they were subjected to a validation process involving a panel of
a number of expert jury members (see acknowledgements).
These experts were selected based on their extensive experience
in AL. The panel of jury members reviewed the criteria and
provided feedback to refine the set, ensuring that they
accurately reflect the essential components of high-quality
academic abstracts. Therefore, it can be stated that face validity
is achieved. According to Bhandari (2023), face validity is used
to identify whether a set of criteria, rubric or standards can
adequately measure what it should measure. The feedback from
the jury members shows a perfect rate of 100%, thereby
confirming the validity of the set to be used in this research.

Inter-rater reliability was tested by having both researchers
analyse the samples independently and together in order to
finalize the evaluation in a fair, practical manner. According to
Wang (2009, p. 72), this type of reliability refers to “the use of
different assessors to confirm the fairness of the scores. Two or
more assessors who are not linked to one another score the same
written work™ (Cited in Albakkosh, 2024).

Following that, both researchers analysed and evaluated the
abstracts separately. The results were then compared to assess
consistency among raters.

F.  Data analysis Method

The data analysis involved both descriptive and inferential
statistical techniques, using SPSS software. The analysis was
conducted on two levels:

a. descriptive statistics: the mean, standard deviation,
variance, and frequency distributions for each criteria
item (M1 to M6) were calculated to provide an
overview of the performance of the abstracts.

b. Cross-tabulation analysis: cross-tabulation were used
to explore and examine the relationships between
different items in the criteria (e.g., M1 and M2, M1 and
M4). Chi-square tests were applied to assess the
statistical significance of these relationships.

The findings from these analyses provided insights into the
overall quality of the abstracts and identified areas where
improvements are needed.

G. FEthical considerations

The research adhered to ethical standards throughout the data
collection and analysis processes. Since the study involved the
evaluation of publicly available academic work, no personal or
sensitive information was accessed. The identities of the authors
of the theses and dissertations were anonymized to protect their
privacy. Additionally, the findings were reported in aggregate
form, ensuring that no individual abstract or university was
singled out in the analysis.

IV. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

This section presents the findings of the data collected from
abstracts regarding their seven moves collected from MA theses
and PhD dissertations in AL at universities in KRI between
2007 and 2021. The rubrics used for the evaluation were
validated by a panel of experts, and the resulting data were
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analyzed to identify both strengths and weaknesses in the
abstracts.

A. Descriptive Statistics

The descriptive statistics of the data provides an overview of
the abstracts’ characteristics. Key measures include the mean
scores, standard deviations, and variances of various metrics,
which are denoted as M1, M2, M3, M4, M5, M6 and M7. (See
tables 5 and 6)

Table S.
Descriptive statistics for key variables
Std.
N Range Minimum Maximum Mean Deviatio
n
R 1996 88 2 90 58.14 21.934
M1 1996 1 0 1 .89 314
M2 1996 1 0 1 97 167
M3 1996 1 0 1 .89 314
M4 1996 1 0 1 .67 470
M5 1996 1 0 1 .59 493
M6 1996 1 0 1 .66 475
M7 1996 815 180 995 436.24 165.719
Year 1996 13 2008 2021 2016.08 3.366
(?i/:tl\ﬁslj) 1996
Table 6.
Descriptive Statistics of variance across different criteria
(variables)
Variance
R 481.097

M1 .099

M2 .028

M3 .099

M4 221

M5 243

M6 225

M7 27462918

Year 11.328

Valid N (listwise)

B.  Frequencies and distribution

For each variable, ranging from M1 to M6, a corresponding
frequency table is provided, which comprehensively and clearly
illustrates the distribution and frequency rate of occurrences for
each variable within the analyzed abstracts. These smaller
tables serve in highlighting the prevalence and significance of
each variable in the context of this research study.

The frequency tables reveal the proportion of abstracts that meet
each criterion of ‘Yes/No’ responses:

- MI (introduction): The mean score for M1 is 0.89 (89%),
which indicates that most abstracts clearly introduce the
research topic. The variance is low at 0.099, suggesting
consistency across samples.

- M2 (purpose): This one has a mean 0of 0.97 (97%) with a
very low variance of 0.028, which indicates that almost
all of the abstracts clearly state the research objective(s).
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- M3 (method): Interestingly, M3 mirrors M1 in having a
mean of 0.89 (89%) and a variance of 0.099, highlighting
consistent descriptions of methodologies across the
selected samples.

- M4 (product): Here, the mean score drops to 0.67 (67%)
with a higher variance of 0.221. This means only 67% of
the abstracts clearly present the product, findings, or
results of their entire theses or dissertations.

- MS5 (conclusion): With a mean of 0.59 (59%) and a
variance of 0.243, it can be stated that just below half of
the abstracts have accounted for clear conclusion(s).
Thus, this metric indicates that conclusions are less
frequent and less consistently addressed in MA these and
PhD dissertation abstracts.

- M6 (irrelevant information): The mean score for this
move is 0.66 (66%) with a variance of 0.225, which
shows that almost 35% have included information that
are irrelevant which indicates these abstracts have
struggles to maintain a coherent structure.

Table 7.
Frequency and descriptive statistics for variables M1 to M6

M1 M2 M3 M4 MS M6

Valid 1996 1996 1996 1996 1996 1996
Missing 0 0 0 0 0 0
Mean 89 97 8 67 59 .66
Median 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
Mode 1 1 1 1 1 1
Std. Deviation 314 167 314 470 493 475
Variance 099 .028 .099 221 243 225
Range 1 1 1 1 1 1

These frequencies can reinforce the earlier observation that
while most abstracts perform well in introducing the topic and
stating purpose, fewer abstracts are effective when it comes to
conclusions and being to-the-point.

Moreover, the descriptive statistics suggest that while the
abstracts generally perform well in introducing the topic and
stating objectives, they are less consistent in presenting
products, conclusions, and maintaining overall coherence with
providing irrelevant, unnecessary information.

- Regarding M7 (word count), since it has a much higher
variance, it is analyzed in a different manner. The histogram
below illustrates the distribution of word counts for the 46
abstract samples. (See Bar Chart 1)

- Mean: 440.54

-- Median: 404.50

10 +1 SD: 603.81
| 1sD: 277.28

@

o

Frequency

IS

-

o

200 00 400 500 600 700 BOO 900 1000
word Count

Bar Char 1. Histogram of distribution of word counts in the 46
samples
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The mean word count is 440, while the median is 404. This
indicates that, on average, the word counts are slightly above
the ideal target of 350 words, with a central tendency around
404 words.

Concerning standard deviation, it is approximately 163, with
the 1 standard deviation range (277.28 to 603.81) covering a
broad spectrum of the data points. This suggests that there is
considerable variability in the word counts.

When it comes to the distribution shape, the histogram
depicts that most word counts are clustered around 300 to 500
words, aligning fairly well with the ideal range of 300 to 400
words. However, there are several abstracts with word counts
exceeding 500, with a few extreme outliners reaching up to
almost 1000 words.

Overall, while many of the abstracts are near the target word
count range, the high variability and presence of substantial
outliners suggest that not all abstracts consistently adhere to the
ideal length suggested in the literature.

C. Cross-tabulations and Chi-Square tests

Cross-tabulation analysis was performed to investigate the
relationships between different criteria items (M1 to M6). There
are a number of significant relationships identified between the
items, as indicated by the Chi-Square tests:

a. Ml and M2 (introduction and purpose): There is a
significant relationship (p < 0.001), suggesting that abstracts
with clear introductions are likely to have clearly stated the
purpose. (See table 8)

Table 8.
Chi-Square tests for M1 and M2
Asymptotic Exact Exact
Value  df Significance  Sig. (2- Sig. (1-
(2-sided) sided) sided)
B 34370° | 1 000
Square
Continuity = 3 995 000
Correction
Likelihood 53 g43 000
Ratio
Fisher's Exact 000 000
Test
Linear-by-
Linear 34.352 1 .000
Association
N of Valid 1996
Cases

b. M1 and M4 (introduction and product): According to the
following table, it can be noted that the analysis shows a
strong relationship (p <0.001), which indicates that a well-
introduced abstract is highly likely to present effective
results (i.e. product).
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Table 9.
Chi-Square Tests for M1 and M4

Asymptotic . .
Value  df  Significance I:E)Z(?s?clg(li% }i)l(?scltdiélgj
(2-sided)
Pearson .
Chi-Square 148.948* 1 .000
Continuity
Correction® 147.101 1 000
leellhood 138791 ) o
Ratio
Fisher's
Exact Test .000 .000
Linear-by-
Linear 148873 1 .000
Association
N of Valid 1996
Cases

c. M1 and M6 (product and irrelevant information): Again, the
relationship is significant with p < 0.001, suggesting that
abstracts with well-presented introductions are more likely
to maintain overall coherence. (See table 10)

Table 10.
Chi-Square tests for M1 and M6
Asymptotic Exact Si Exact Si
Value df Significance (Z—Sided%' (l—sided%.
(2-sided)
Pearson a
CifiSleune 22.748* 1 .000
Continuity
Correction® 22.036 1 .000
Likelihood 5 55 000
Ratio
Fisher's
Exact Test s s
Linear-by-
Linear 22.736 1 .000
Association
N of Valid 1996
Cases

All in all, it can be stated these findings imply certain aspects
of abstract writing which are interconnected, and improving one
element (e.g., clear introduction ‘M1°) could positively impact
other areas, such as the results or purpose ‘M4’.

D. Discussion

The analysis shows that while the majority of abstracts in AL
theses and dissertations at KRI universities meet basic criteria,
there are notable areas for improvement. These weaknesses in
presenting the product or results and providing irrelevant,
unnecessary information are particularly concerning, since
these elements are crucial for conveying the theses’ and
dissertations’ significance and outcomes (Kate et al., 2017, and
Hyland, 2000).

Certainly, writing an effective abstract that aligns with the
expectations and conventions of a specific discourse
community can present many challenges and difficulties.
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According to Ren and Li (2011), novice or inexperienced
writers often struggle when English is their second language
(L2) because they would need to understand the specific ways
of communicating within their field while also adapting to
rhetorical styles that can be quite different from those in their
native language (L1). This was one of the major points noted by
Hyland (2000) that such writers may struggle in organizing their
abstracts appropriately, leading to incomplete or confusing
abstracts that do not meet academic standards, or the moves he
suggested.

Additionally, examining the five-moves model reveals that
the first aspect that covers formal elements, including the
structure required for writing an abstract and adhering to a
specific word count—both of which are crucial for completing
a well-crafted academic abstract. Kilmova (2013) argues that
many people who speak English as an L2 often struggle with
this style of writing because their learning experiences may not
have emphasized such formal writing, writing an abstract, as an
example.

Further, such disciplinary expectations can result in writing

poor abstracts. Bhatia (2013) points out that failure to recognize
and adapt to these disciplinary differences can result in abstracts
that are not aligned with the norms of their field.
Another reason for ineffective abstracts might be the failure to
adequately summarize the key findings and their significance.
A well-structured and high-quality abstract is expected to
clearly highlight the most important results of the research and
explain their implications (Hartley, 2008). However, some
authors may either omit these crucial elements or provide too
much detail, overwhelming the reader with unnecessary
information. This issue is totally apparent when it comes to
providing much more words required to write MA theses’ and
PhD dissertations’ abstracts at KRI universities. This issue often
arises from a lack of clarity about what the abstract should
achieve—serving a concise representation of the entire research
work. As Creswell and Creswell (2018) point out, abstracts that
lack focus on the key findings and their contributions to the field
may fail to engage readers effectively.

Finally, inadequate training in abstract writing seems to be a
fundamental issue. Obviously, many graduate and postgraduate
programs do not provide sufficient guidance, handbook or
practice in writing abstracts, which can leave students ill-
prepared to write concise, clear, and impactful summaries of
their research. Swales and Feak (2009) argue that without
proper, practical training and feedback, all types of students,
including postgraduate ones, may struggle to distil their
complex research into a succinct abstract that captures the
essence of their work.

In summary, the failure to write a good abstract in MA theses
and PhD dissertations can be attributed to issues related to
structure, language use, content summarization, disciplinary
conventions, and inadequate training. Addressing these
challenges requires both better understanding of the
conventions of academic writing and targeted instruction in
abstract writing skills.

Additionally, this paper provides an intensive and
comprehensive evaluation of abstracts of MA theses and PhD
dissertations in AL at KRI universities. Utilizing a set of
validated rubrics, it identifies strengths in how abstracts
introduce their titles and state research objective(s) and/or
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purpose(s). However, weaknesses were found in the areas of
presenting results (products, i.e. M4) and overall coherence
with giving unnecessary, irrelevant information.

Providing these findings, future AL researchers should focus on
enhancing the clarity and detail in the presentation of their
results and ensuring that their abstracts maintain a logical flow
throughout. This could involve providing more training in
abstract writing or developing more detailed guidelines for
students at the postgraduate studies, particularly in the field of
AL.

CONCLUSION

This paper has evaluated the quality of abstracts in MA theses
and PhD dissertations in AL from universities in KRI between
2007 and 2021, using a criteria-based approach informed by
Hyland’s (2000) five-move model. The findings reveal that
while many abstracts successfully introduce the research topic
and state the objectives, there is a significant need for
improvement in areas such as the presentation of the results and
the maintenance of coherence throughout the abstract.

A notable proportion of the abstracts were found to include
irrelevant information and did not adhere to the recommended
word count, which detracts from their overall effectiveness. The
descriptive and inferential statistical analyses conducted
suggest a strong relationship between different elements of
abstract quality, indicating that enhancing one area (e.g., clear
introduction ‘M1’) may positively influence others (e.g.,
presenting the results ‘M4”).

The research highlights several key challenges that contribute
to the shortcomings observed in the quality of these abstracts.
These include; a lack of adherence to the formal elements of
academic abstract writing, insufficient clarity in summarizing
key findings and their significance, and inadequate training in
abstract writing skills. It is also discussed that postgraduate
students in AL may struggle with effectively communicating
their research due to a lack of guidance on disciplinary
conventions and rhetorical styles specific to their research field.

In response to those identified challenges, it is evident that
more comprehensive programs and guidelines on abstract
writing are essential for graduate and postgraduate students in
AL within KRI universities. Besides, these programs should not
only focus on the structural components of effective abstract
writing but also emphasize key qualities such as conciseness,
clarity, and coherence. This recommendation aligns with the
study’s findings, underscoring the need for targeted
interventions to address the current and existing gaps in
academic writing instruction.

Additionally, incorporating practical exercises and feedback
mechanisms into academic programs can help students better
understand and apply the conventions of academic writing.

The implications of this research paper could extend beyond
the realm of abstract writing to the broader context of academic
research quality in the KRI region. By improving the standards
of abstract writing, universities can enhance the accessibility
and impact of their academic research. Future research could
explore the effectiveness of different training interventions in
abstract writing and examine their impact on the overall quality
of academic output in the region, through targeted efforts to
improve abstract writing skills, it is possible to foster a more
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rigorous and accessible academic environment that supports the
dissemination of high-quality research.

A.  Recommendations

The findings from this paper have significant implications for
future research in AL within KRI universities. By addressing
the weaknesses identified, future AL researchers can improve
the quality and impact of their work. Clear and coherent
abstracts are essential for ensuring that any research is
accessible and its significance is understood and generalized by
concerned the academic community/communities.

Secondly, universities, academic departments, and other
higher education institutions should offer more training
programs, workshops, and seminars, particularly targeting
postgraduate students. As the largest group of academic
researchers responsible for writing and publishing scholarly
work, such as MA these and PhD dissertations, postgraduate
students would greatly benefit from enhanced support in
developing their research and writing skills in general, and
abstract writing, in particular.

In brief, the following two recommendations are highly likely
to provide solid, practical resolutions:

a. giving training programs, in which the focus is on
abstract writing, emphasizing the importance of clear
results presentation and maintaining coherence,

b. developing MA these and PhD dissertation writing
guidelines, in which the key elements evaluated in this
study are highlighted.

B.  Suggestions for further research

The findings of this research paper suggest several avenues
for further research. Given the identified deficiencies in the
presentation of results, coherence, and adherence to word count
standards, future research could focus on the following areas to
provide a more comprehensive understanding of abstract
writing in academic contexts:

a. Comparative analysis across other disciplines, in
which this issue is researched in other disciplines or
research areas.

b. Impact of training interventions, in which the impact
and significance of training programs are explored to
comprehend to what extend researchers across various
disciplines would require more training when it comes
to abstract writing.

c. Next, longitudinal studies on abstract writing quality
could provide insights into how changes in academic
training and institutional guidelines influence the
quality of abstracts.

By exploring these suggestions, further studies can build on
the findings of the current research to enhance understanding of
the factors that contribute to effective abstract writing and the
development of more targeted strategies to improve academic
writing quality in the KRI context and beyond.
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Abstract— M. Butterfly provides a vigorous and multi-
dimensional understanding of the relation between factual identity
and staged performance, together with the experience of
postmodernism behind the conventional constructs of gender,
culture, and reality. The subject matter of the play revolves around
a French diplomat who falls in love with a Chinese opera singer
only to find that she was an impersonator. This study explores how
Hwang uses theatrical deception as one of the main techniques to
disrupt realist assumptions about the self, especially in the light of
postmodern theories that deny realism and essentialism. Song
Liling herself embodies a postmodern subject that is at once cruel
and vulnerable, postcolonial and postethnic, sexual and asexual,
male and female—or genderless; René Gallimard, the protagonist
of the play, is as trapped in a cultural dream as Liling is trapped
in a theatrical one. In analysing M. Butterfly, this study draws on
postmodern theories, specifically Jean Baudrillard’s concept of
hyperreality and Judith Butler’s theory of performativity, to
illuminate the insights the play offers. M. Butterfly reflects certain
Postmodernist principles, such as the blurring of the line between
appearance and reality, performativity, and stereotypes. By
looking into Gallimard’s eagerness to subordinate himself to an
illusion instead of embracing the truth, it is possible to identify the
element of irony that Hwang employs in the play regarding the
human tendency to perpetuate convenient fictions even with the
information that refutes those fictions. In M. Butterfly, the
postmodern doubt of whether identity is real comes to the
foreground and suggests that the self or culture can be revised and
remodeled as the case may be, similar to actors going through their
roles in a play.

Index Terms— Postmodernism, Fluid Identities,
Construction, Theatrical Deception, M. Butterfly.

ldentity

I. INTRODUCTION

The study claims that David Henry Hwang's play M. Butterfly
effectively employs postmodern theatrical techniques to
challenge conventional notions of identity, gender, and cultural
stereotypes. The purpose is to analyze how the play utilizes
theatrical deception, performativity, and the blurring of reality
and illusion to expose the constructed nature of identity and the
dangers of cultural stereotypes. This study examines how
Hwang uses theatrical deception, postmodern theory, and

character dynamics to question traditional views of identity,
specifically through Jean Baudrillard’s concept of hyperreality
and Judith Butler’s theory of performativity. The study aims to
show that M. Butterfly reflects postmodernist principles,
emphasizing that identity is fluid, shaped by performance, and
often exists as an illusion.

In analyzing M. Butterfly, the research employs a
postmodern theoretical framework that includes Jean
Baudrillard’s concept of hyperreality and Judith Butler’s theory
of performativity. This approach enables an exploration of
identity construction, theatrical deception, and fluidity within
the play, linking these concepts to the broader postmodern
critique of realism and essentialism. The methodology involves
a close textual analysis of the play’s themes, characters, and
scenes, supported by secondary sources to deepen the
understanding of postmodern ideas and their representation in
Hwang’s play.

This study first analyses how M. Butterfly uses theatrical
deception to blur reality and fantasy, analyzing Gallimard's
fixation on illusion through Baudrillard’s idea of hyperreality.
It then explores the fluidity of gender and identity, applying
Butler’s theory of performativity to Song’s constructed
femininity. The paper next critiques cultural stereotypes and
colonial fantasies that shape Gallimard’s perceptions of Song as
the “ideal” Oriental woman. Following this, it discusses the
play’s collapse of boundaries between illusion and truth,
illustrating postmodern questions about reality. Finally, the
analysis addresses how theatricality functions to construct
identity, with a concluding look at the tragic outcomes of self-
deception when one clings to comforting illusions over truth.

The theme of the play M. Butterfly by David Henry Hwang
is the existence of an illusion that embodies the frailty of the
oriental subject. The complex and tragic hero of the story—
René Gallimard imprisoned and reminiscing about the love for
his Song Liling—serves Hwang to discuss the function of the
performance of identity (Liu, 2017). Substituting whimsy for
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profound awareness, Gallimard cannot grasp what is plainly
true about Song, which suggests that the opera tackles
postmodern discourse and the fluidity of individual subjectivity.
In Scene I, before contemplating “I have known—and been
loved by—the Perfect Woman,” is it proper to call it a tragedy
that Gallimard falls victim to his own dreams and the constructs
of Orientalism? (Hwang, 1988). Gallimard's belief in a certain
identity, both his own and that of his lover, leads him to act in
ways that ultimately entrap him. His tragedy underscores the
power and danger of performative constructs in shaping and
sometimes distorting reality. Thus, the quotation emphasizes
the interplay between personal dreams, cultural constructs, and
performative acts, highlighting the tragic consequences of
mistaking constructed identities for inherent truths. This
perfectly captures Judith Butler’s theory of performativity,
which posits that identity is not an inherent reality but an
artificial creation made viable by enactment (Salih, 2007).

Il. THEATRICAL DECEPTION AS APOSTMODERN
DEVICE

The pretense that is essential to M. Butterfly, as created by
Hwang, dissolves the demarcations between real and invented.
The transition of Song from a Chinese opera singer to the target
of Western fantasies supports the idea that identity is formed,
not intrinsic (Johnson, 2018). Jean Baudrillard's theory of
hyperreality, in which reality is no longer a direct experience
but a copy of itself, provides a fitting framework for
understanding Song's performance (Wolny, 2017). Baudrillard
writes, “We live in a world where there is more and more
information and less and less meaning” (Baudrillard, 1983). In
M. Butterfly, this loss of meaning is demonstrated through
Gallimard's inability to see beyond Song’s performance,
mistaking her staged femininity for the “real” thing. Song’s
performance represents the thought of Jean Baudrillard, who,
during postmodernism, claimed that reality is a copy, a
simulation of itself (Windleburn, 2021). As Gallimard exclaims,
“They toast me; I have become the patron saint of the socially
awkward” (Hwang, 1988), he acknowledges his entrapment in
an Orientalist fantasy where the distinction between reality and
illusion is blurred. Baudrillard's notion of simulacra, where the
copy becomes more real than reality itself, resonates with
Gallimard's obsession with Song. The more he embraces the
illusion, the more he loses touch with reality, becoming
“seduced by the simulacrum” (Baudrillard, 2019). Gallimard’s
personal downfall is not only his own failure but also serves as
a commentary on how society sustains illusions about gender
and race through the act of performance (Zhang & He, 2023).
This serves to show how postmodernism blurs the line between
reality and play further into the invented world that Gallimard
cannot distinguish between reality and a play. Hwang employs
this device to raise the issue of personal dishonesty and the
cultures of deception that underlie it.
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I1l. THEFLUIDITY OF GENDER AND IDENTITY

Gender roles and positions are one of the most striking
concerns of postmodern culture presented in M. Butterfly
through the song’s acting. The two characters of the play are
involved in the entrapment of conventional gender roles. And
as the play unfolds, Gallimard is mesmerised by what he thinks
is Song’s true womanliness; however, this collapses when it is
discovered that Song is in fact a man (Bhattacharjee, 2022).
Gallimard’s failure to see beyond appearances is illustrative of
his entrapment in conventional notions of gender roles. This is
consistent with Butler’s post-structuralist view that gender is
not an essential characteristic but a role enacted.

Analyzing the role of men and women in M. Butterfly, one

can state that the role of gender is performative; therefore, the
theatrical concept of gender performativity by Judith Butler is
relevant (Bahety, 2009). Butler argues that “gender is not
something one is; it is something one does; it is a sequence of
acts, a verb rather than a noun” (Butler, 1995). The manner in
which Song embodies the female gender and sexual allure to
please Gallimard’s exoticist imagination is a classic example of
this point. Gallimard's fixation on Song's supposed womanhood
highlights his belief in gender as an essential, fixed
characteristic (Donnelly, 2017). This notion is, however,
reduced to rubble when he finds out that Song is a gay man who
disguises as a woman (David, 2020). Song’s ability to shift
between masculine and feminine personas demonstrates
Butler's assertion that “gender reality is performative, which
means, quite simply, that it is real only to the extent that it is
performed” (Butler, 2013). The mutual favorite tactic of
presenting Song, a man in a woman’s body, to break
Gallimard’s world is represented as fragile and liberal since the
start of the play. The way Song performs the role of a “Perfect
Woman” undermines conventional gender roles and norms,
which Gallimard and consequently society adheres to. At the
climax of the play, Gallimard declares, “For I, René Gallimard...
have been loved by the Perfect Woman” (Hwang, 1988), a
statement dripping with irony. Even when reality smacks him
in the face, he remains loyal to the belief that Song is a woman,
which shows that the former is entrapped in a script that Butler
identifies as ‘performative’. The play thus exposes the
artificiality of gender, reinforcing Butler’s argument that gender
is an “illusion discursively maintained for the regulation of
sexuality within the obligatory frame of reproductive
heterosexuality” (Butler, 2014). This underlines the fact that
gender is not an essence, but a construct that is performed, and
this performance implies that Gallimard loses himself in his
psychic from the stereotype of gender and culture. His inability
to deal with the fact of Song’s transsexuality highlights the
play’s theatricality of both himself and Song.
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IV. CULTURAL STEREOTYPES AND COLONIAL
FANTASIES

Hwang employs drama to challenge the cultural imperialist
assumptions informing the Western construction of the oriental
other through M. Butterfly (Rossini, 2006). The play is based
on Puccini’s ‘Madame Butterfly,” a Western opera of Oriental
women, an Orientalist representation (Do, 2021). It is for this
reason that Gallimard became obsessed with the idea of having
sex with Song, for she, like all Eastern women in this colonial
fantasy, is submissive, exotic, and available for Western
consumption. In Scene iii, Gallimard wonders, “Its heroine,
Cio-Cio San, or Butterfly, is a feminine and frail icon” (Hwang,
1988). This idealisation concept is an example of Orientalism,
where the West creates an image of the East that it wants and
needs. Gallimard is not just a tragic hero of the story but rather
a representative of colonialist paradigms, which do not allow
him to recognise Song’s true essence (Panaite, 2017).
Interrogating how colonial imagery subjugatively constructs the
Oriental woman and provides the exotrophying Western man
with the license to invent cultural and gendered subjects as
needed, Hwang does so through the distortion of Gallimard’s
colonial gaze in a Far Eastern country. This further cements the
idea that such fantasies lead to personal as well as cultural
blindness.

V. THE COLLAPSE OF BOUNDRIES BETWEEN
REALITY AND ILLUSION

Postmodernism has the use of reality and fantasy, and this is a
significant aspect of M. Butterfly whereby the two aspects are
consistently used interchangeably (Lye, 1995). Gallimard’s
memories, his fantasies, and the present become blurred time
and again; the audience has no way of knowing what is actually
happening or not; this corresponds to postmodernist doubts as
to the ontological status of the world (Heise, 1997). As
Gallimard notes in Scene 1, "The limits of my cell are as such:
four and a half meters by five... It is a magical place that belongs
to me.” Since his delusions, his field of vision is limited to the
size of his cell (Hwang, 1988). The issue of ‘playing’ different
roles and the actual construction of the theatre as a space that
allows one to put on and take off an identity as easily as putting
on a different shirt emphasises this topic (Weis, 1993). This
aligns with postmodernists like Lyotard, who postulated that in
the postmodern world, there is the downfall of metanarratives,
S0 every person exists in their postmodern isolation (Ates,
2019). Thus, Hwang employs postmodernism to portray the
essentials of identity as too contingent and thus bogged down
the fabrications of Gallimard’s make believe and reality. This
supports the argument that, in contemporary society, identities
are shaped more by discursive structures than by personal
truths.
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VI. THE ROLE OF THEATRICALITY IN
CONSTRUCTING IDENTITY

The theatricality of the play is not only a plot device but also a
philosophical tool for discussing the artificiality of personal
identity. Hwang’s play often invokes its own theatricality,
which serves to constantly point to the fact that both Gallimard
and Song are only performing (Zou, 2023). When Song is
dancing in Scene I, dancing to the Peking Opera music and then
switching to the Madame Butterfly music by Puccini, the
movements are the same but the meaning is different (Hwang,
1988). This juxtaposition underscores the significance of
context when it comes to the question of identity. Although the
performance is for Gallimard, the audience also witnesses it,
proving the postmodern approach that an individual is a stage
upon which he acts in accordance with the observer (Donati,
2024). Due to social constructivism, the play shows that people
build their identity through anticipation of expectations from
themselves and the rest of the society. Recourse to theatrical
characterization and a manipulation of audience allows Hwang
to claim that this identity is as real as a theatrical role which may
be different depending on whether the curtain is drawn or not.

VII. THE TRAGIC CONSEQUENCES OF DECEPTION

This is the deception in M. Butterfly that brings about
Gallimard’s tragedy, but the play proposes that the tragedy is
not that Song was a woman dressed like a man; it is that
Gallimard wanted to be deceived. This is not simply deception
by Song; the main character is an active participant in creating
the illusion that will lead to his demise. Song’s mockery in
Scene 2, “Perhaps he did, and simply misidentified the
equipment (Hwang, 1988)”, underscores this point, highlighting
the absurdity of Gallimard’s ignorance. His downfall is due to
his inability to move past the manufactured and artificial world
he has willingly embraced for its comfort. Thus, Hwang
contemplates the tendency of humans to stay with illusions
rather than face the realities of life.

The deception in M. Butterfly does not end with the fact that
Song is a man but with Gallimard's ready ability to deceive
himself. This marks the main focus on theatricality (Ling et al.,
2021). The story of Gallimard is based on a play, and the
employment of the theater dynamics reveals to a great extent
the real protagonist of this passion play: Gallimard as the
leading actor of his own theatricalization (Furness, 2021). He
creates an ‘act’ in which he plays the liberator, the sex-starved
Western man, and Song is his sex object, the shy Asian woman
(Lee, 2015). These dramatic devices include building up an
image of Song based on Gallimard’s fantasy ala Orientalism
and deliberately closing his eyes to any fact that perturbs this
view. As Gallimard said in Scene Il, “it might be that he did and
mistook the equipment.” As in “A compelling case for sex
education in the schools” (Hwang, 1988), he consciously
distorts the real world. Gallimard’s deception is not an inactivity
of sorts but a sham, rooted in his desire to uphold a facade of
domineering and authority. This appears to be postmodern
because identity and reality are lived and performed, and
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Gallimard is both actor and spectator in his own drama (Zhang
& He, 2023).

CONCLUSION

M. Butterfly, as constructed by David Henry Hwang, breaks
down the rigid categorisation of identities through the play
within a play with the aid of drama and the theatricality of the
situation. M. Butterfly deconstructs the stable understanding of
identity and thereby enforces postmodernism since the main
character is impossible to distinguish between real life and a
performance. Accordingly, this analysis answers the questions
mentioned in the abstract by explaining how the play employs
theatrical deceit, gender ambiguity, and stereotypes. Hwang has
provided the quality that shows identity is not a reality but a
representation of culture, fantasy, and drama. Jean Baudrillard's
concept of hyperreality and Judith Butler's theory of
performativity are pivotal in understanding Gallimard’s tragic
downfall. Hwang’s play echoes with the ideas of postmodernist
thinkers like Baudrillard and Butler, who assert that identity is
not an essence but something augmented and performed. The
main theme to be derived from the play is thus that the search
for clear, definable, and tangible categories is not only
impossible but also problematic. The fact that he insists on
conjuring up illusions even when the truth is told to him
markedly substantiates postmodern denial of the reality of
identity. Finally, seeing is deceiving in M. Butterfly when
Gallimard raises questions regarding reality and identity,
making the impressions of life akin to the impressions of
theater. This play is not merely about onanism and illusion but
an exploration of the societal structures that support these
illusions. Thus, Gallimard's tragedy lies not in the fact that he
has been cheated but in his failure to recognize the illusions he
himself helped to create. In a postmodern context, M. Butterfly
serves to illustrate that identity is never a construct performed
in a genuine or authentic sense and that things are not always
what they seem.
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Abstract— Love is experienced as a powerful and pervasive
emotion that can affect many aspects of human life through
influencing people’s thoughts, feelings, and actions. The literature
that revolves around this complex human emotion is extensive.
Some praise it highly while others blame their melancholy and
miseries on it. However, when it comes to defining the term, there
are many arguments each approaching it from a different angle.
This paper presents several scholarly definitions of love before
looking at how William Shakespeare and Mahwi define it through
their sonnets and ghazals respectively. Several examples from
Shakespeare and Mahwi’s poetry have been selected for study and
comparison. The paper finds that both poets attribute positive and
negative characteristics to love believing that it has the power to
create in people feelings of completeness as well as destitute and
isolation. To both poets, love has transformative powers shaping
people’s social, personal and spiritual connections. However, in
Mahwi’s ghazals, most of the connections formed in love have a
spiritual dimension to them and God is presented in the center of
them as the beloved, while the relationships found in
Shakespeare’s sonnets rarely incorporate this otherworldly aspect
and instead revolve around love developed among two human
beings.

Index Terms— Beloved, Ghazal, Love, Mahwi, Shakespeare,
Sonnets.

I. INTRODUCTION

Love is a common and timeless theme that has been addressed
by numerous poets, novelists, playwrights, and thinkers in their
unique ways. The complex nature of this universal emotion has
led to the emergence of many definitions of love across various
historical periods and cultures. Expressing his viewpoint on the
matter in Les Miserables, Victor Hugo (1862, 112) states
“Anyone who has loved, knows the radiant meaning contained
in the three letters of this word—She.” Here, Hugo captures the
essence of love by restricting its definition to the pivotal role
women specifically play in it. Alfred Lord Tennyson (1909, 56);

however, presents a broader definition and believes that love is
so central to human life that “[it] is better to have loved and
lost,/Than never to have loved at all.” Neuroscience seems to
share Tennyson’s opinion and regards love as an emotion that
is of utmost significance to human lives. Neuroscientist
Stephanie Cacioppo (2022, 25) argues that love is “a biological
necessity...needed for our well-being as exercise, water, and
food.”

Other influential discussions of love might be ascribed to
some of the distinguished minds of humanity who have written
extensively on the matter. For instance, in both Nicomachean
Ethics and Rhetoric, Aristotle writes about philia- which
translates to love and friendship as well- highlighting the
importance of love as a central moral virtue that greatly affects
human relationships. Aristotle’s narrative of love, Konstan
(2008) writes, focuses on the mutual elements this emotion
raises in people i.e. the philosopher defines love as having a
strong altruistic desire for the well-being of the other that is
manifested through mutual affection and intention. Aristotle,
Konstan further explains, also characterises love not as a feeling
but as a firm intention and thus makes_his argument
significantly different from the more recent definitions of love.
For instance, in the second edition of Webster’s New
International Dictionary (1959), love is defined as "a feeling of
strong personal attachment” and "ardent affection." Elaine
Hatfield and Richard Rapson (2000, 655) also stress the fact that
love is a combination of “feelings of deep attachment,
commitment, and intimacy.” These definitions emphasise
feelings, attachment, and closeness whereas Aristotle’s does not
mention feelings at all but rather focuses exclusively on an
intention directed towards the well-being of the other.

Aristotle’s discussion of love resonates with similar themes
found in Plato’s philosophy since the latter’s insights into
affective relationships provide a foundation for Aristotle’s
approach. In The Symposium (2003), Plato stresses the divine
nature and transformative power of love and includes many
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encomia to love by a variety of speakers. For example, in
section 180b, there is a discussion that revolves around the
nature of love and its significance. The speakers reflect on love
as a powerful and venerable god, whom both humans and gods
admire for its ability to inspire virtue and happiness. This
segment, which is delivered by Phaedrus, emphasises love’s
attributes and its role in human existence, portraying it as a
central force that enhances various aspects of life. Plato records
a clear definition of love through one of Phaedrus’s speeches
and writes:

So there is my description of Love—that he is the most
venerable and valuable of the gods, and that he has
sovereign power to provide all virtue and happiness for men
whether living or departed (2003, 180).

According to this definition, a divine nature is assigned to love
that makes it one of the most powerful gods to help men gain
honour and blessedness in life and death. It is also suggested
that love has the power to provide virtue and happiness as
rewards. Furthermore, Robert Prus and Fatima Camara (2010,
35) characterise love as an emotion that “implies a more intense,
affectionate concern for the other”” and outline two variations of
the emotion. The first variation describes love as an affection
that can be romantic, sexual, erotic, passionate, or sensory in
nature and may involve, but does not necessarily require, a
profound care for the other person. The second variation focuses
on a deep sense of caring and affection for the other, which does
not inherently include romantic, sexual, erotic, or passionate
components (2010).

In addition, James Baldwin (1998, 220) defines love as "a
battle...a war...a growing up," implying that it entails many
struggles and challenges alongside personal growth and
development. Similarly, Bhavabhuti (1978) views love as a
sanctity representing an identity that encompasses both joy and
sorrow across all stages of life. To him, loves serves as a
destination where the heart finds peace. Bhavabhuti also asserts
that love is so potent that it cannot be diminished by old age;
instead, it matures into a lasting emotion over time. According
to him, love can also become deeply embedded in a person’s
essence and, like the soul, be eternal and transcend worldly
limitations as well as forge spiritual connections (1978).

Other notable writers who have addressed love and defined
it in their works include Shakespeare in English literature and
Mahwi in Kurdish literature. The works of both poets have been
examined individually by many critics and scholars from
several angles; however, there has yet to be a comparative study
that highlights the similarities and differences in their views on
love. This paper is an attempt to examine some of Shakespeare’s
love poetry in connection to examples from Mahwi’s ghazals
on the same theme. The reason why specific complete poems
by Mahwi have not been selected for comparison is that
Mahwi’s ghazals usually tackle more than a single theme
weaving together various lines that often explore various
subject matters.

The paper begins with a short section on Shakespeare and
his attempts at the sonnet. Then, an introduction to Mahwi,
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about whom there is limited literature available in English, is
presented. Another section provides an overview of the ghazal
as a whole, with specific emphasis on the Kurdish ghazal. To
support the claims made, the paper incorporates Mahwi’s
translated poetry- something that is not limited to this section
only but is found throughout the paper. It must be noted that
Mahwi’s lines have been translated by the second researcher,
Jutiar Omer Salih, who is a professional, published translator
with nearly two decades of experience in the field. The original
lines in Kurdish have not been provided in footnotes due to the
journal’s guidelines.

Another section of the paper explains the ways Shakespeare
and Mahwi define love and shows the intersection of their
thoughts in doing so. The section also has many examples to
support the comparisons drawn. The paper closes with a
conclusion where the findings are summarised.

While the poetry studied here exemplifies different facets of
love in Shakespeare and Mahwi’s poetry, the poets’ exploration
of love is not limited to the sonnets/ghazals included here only.
Further research may bring to light other dimensions of love in
their literature.

Finally, it’s important to highlight that the research paper is
conducted within the framework of the American School of
Comparative Literature, which, in contrast to the French
School, is not concerned with the study of influence, but rather
draws comparisons between cross-linguistic texts to show their
parallelism.

Il. SHAKESPEARE AND THE SONNET

The term sonnet originates from the Italian word sonetto,
meaning a little sound or song. With the exception of the curtal
sonnet, a standard sonnet consists of fourteen lines, typically
written in iambic pentameter, though there are significant
variations in rhyme schemes. The three primary forms of
sonnets are the Petrarchan, the Spenserian, and the
Shakespearean. Shakespearean Sonnet consists of three
quatrains and a couplet, following the rhyme scheme abab,
cdcd, efef, gg (Cuddon, 2013).

The sonnet gained prominence across Europe during the
Renaissance, and Shakespeare’s contributions elevated it to new
artistic heights. Shakespeare wrote 154 sonnets, which were
published in a quarto in 1609, and these works explore themes
of love, beauty, time, and mortality, connecting personal
emotion with broader existential questions (Spiller, 1992).

A distinctive feature of Shakespeare's sonnets is their deep
exploration of love in its multifaceted forms. The Fair Youth
sonnets (1-126) express admiration and desire for a beautiful
young man while the Dark Lady sonnets (127-154) reveal a
more unrestrained relationship with a mysterious woman
(Sarker, 1998). Through these sonnets, Shakespeare addresses
the power and brevity of love, the effects of time, and the
inevitability of aging and death portraying love in all its
complexity, beauty, and imperfection.
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I11. ABOUT MAHWI

Mahwi (1830-1906) is the penname of the poet Muhammad
Mala Othman Balkhi. He was born in Slemani in Southern
Kurdistan-lrag. Mahwi received classical education of Islamic
theology and classical works of poetry in Islamic schools. These
schools were branches of the mosques located on the premises
in cities such as Slemani, Sablagh (Mahabad) in Eastern
Kurdistan\Iran and Baghdad. Mahwi was well-versed in both
Kurdish and Persian languages. Moreover, he is regarded as one
of the prominent poets of the second generation of the Baban
school of poets amongst other influential poets including Haji
Qadir Koyi, Shekh Raza and Wafayi. Baban school of poets was
a classical school of Kurdish poetry which developed in the last
epoch of the semi-independent Baban principality (emirate).
The school had Nali as the founder alongside celebrated poets
as Salim and Kurdi (first generation) as the pioneering figures
of this new literary movement in the 19" century (Amin, 2019).

V. MAHWI AND THE GHAZAL

Ghazal derives its meaning from the Arabic word ghazal (JJ¢)
which denotes “whispering words of love” (Khalifa, 2017). This
poetic form written in Central Kurdish dialect (South Kurmaniji)
blossomed and reached new heights during the time of the first
generation of the Baban literary tradition. Soon after that,
Mahwi started practising the ghazal making it his principal
verse form (Hussein, 2012).

The ghazal is a poem about love, the description of the
feminine beauty, cherishing the moments when the lover and
the beloved meet and the melancholic feeling of separation from
the beloved. As a genre, it is a lyric poem that consists of no less
than seven couplets and does not exceed fifteen couplets in
general. It is customary for the poets to mention their penname
(takhallus) in the final couplet of the poem (Hussein, 2012).

Kurdish ghazal can be regarded as an integration of Arabic
and Persian ghazals. It shares the formal structures of ghazal in
terms of the meter, the rhyme scheme (gafia), refrain (radif) and
penname (takhallus). Hence, a close affinity as to form and
content with Arabic and Persian ghazals can be perceived
(Hussein, 2012). Regarding the content, the Arabic version is
distinguishable by its melancholic mood of longing for the
beloved. As Anna Krasnowolska observes, “Arabic ghazal,
predominantly in its pessimistic version, (. . .) concentrates on
the misfortunes of love rather than on its pleasures” (2006, 109).
Equally, this feeling of sadness and loneliness over the
separation from the beloved prevails in Kurdish ghazal. For
example, Mahwi laments the misfortune he is experiencing
because of being separated from his beloved and complains that
since the beloved’s departure, he has become silent with no
interest in talking with other people. To express this idea,
Mahwi (1984, 198) compares himself to the musical instrument
ney:

Since parting from my cherished love, | have become ney

Silent and still, with no melody, no neyzen to play.

However, the Kurdish ghazal can be traced back to Persian
ghazal for it closely observes the Persian convention of this
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genre. For instance, alongside with mysticism, the predominant
theme in Kurdish ghazal is love; either ethereal or earthly.
Farangis Ghaderi (2016) supports this claim by accentuating
that the conventions Kurdish poets follow to describe the
beloved (mashug), the relationship between the lover (ashiq)
and the beloved (mashuq) and the contention between the lover

(ashig) and the rival (ragib) to win the heart of the

beloved all resemble that of Persian ghazal.

As Frances W. Pritchett (2015, 224) puts it, in classical
ghazal, “the lover tore his clothes in distraction, raised the dust
in the deserts with his wandering, and beat his head against
walls — although in vain.” A couplet from Mahwi bears a
significant resemblance to Pritchett’s aforementioned
description of love. Mahwi advises that lovers must adhere to
the customs and norms of Majnun i.e. “possessed,” the
renowned Arab lover whose real name was Qeys and had
passionately fallen in love with his beloved, Leyla. Majnun’s
excessive love to Leyla ultimately drove him insane (Xant,
2018). Mahwi thinks that lovers cannot reach Majnun’s high
rank in love in urban settings for these settings are filled with
distractions and perhaps superficiality. Instead, they must head
to the desert which, in the couplet, symbolises a place of
solitude, introspection, and authenticity. Mahwi (1984, 7)
writes:

In cities, Majnun's norms can't succeed,
To the desert, we lovers must proceed.

In this couplet, Mahwi illustrates love as a profound
experience that eludes those in crowded places. He also
suggests that, to truly discover and feel the depths of love, one
must seek solitude and become entangled with love away from
societal constraints and complexities of urban life. Thus, love is
depicted as an experience that thrives in isolation and
tranquility.

V. SHAKESPEARE AND MAHWI:
INTERSECTION OF THOUGHTS ON LOVE

Literature is the progressive accumulation of human
experiences; therefore, it is the ground where thoughts
expressed may intersect and coexist. Although written in
different languages and at different time periods and settings,
Shakespeare and Mahwi’s poetic works register exquisite
moments of life and express the poets’ views on love. A close
study of the poems reveals that there are similarities between
the poets’ definitions of love. However, the elements of history
culture have also led to several differences in the definitions.
Shakespeare writes about love profoundly to a point that
Sarkar (1998, 251) writes that, to the Renaissance reader,
Shakespeare’s sonnets constituted “the greatest love poetry in
the [English] language.” Amongst his sonnets, Sonnet 116
serves as a prime example of love poems. On the surface, the
sonnet appears to be conveying the message that love is
permanent and withstands the ravages of time; however, when
the reader delves deeper into the depths of the sonnet, a more
profound meaning manifests itself. Love is likened to a star in
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the nautical metaphor of “star to every wand’ring bark.” Stars
are used as sea-marks that, due to their fixed positions, assist the
sailors in navigating the heavy seas. Thus, love functions as a
beacon that can lead the mariners to navigate the seas and know
their position in treacherous waters (Jane, 1982).

Another layer of metaphorical meaning is also traced by
Callaghan (2007) who argues that Shakespeare’s definition of
love in Sonnet 116 alludes to the notion in medieval
Catholicism of the Blessed Virgin as stella maris, Star of the
Sea. The reason for this is that the star guides all seafarers at sail
in the sea of life until they chart their course towards union with
God. Hence, Callaghan writes that in “claiming unwavering
constancy as the mark of true love, Sonnet 116 looks toward the
Christian concept of agape, the kind of unconditional love that
transcends eros because it mirrors unconditional and immutable
divine love” (63).

Similarly, Mahwi’s poetry also delves into the nuances of
human relationships and explores the complexities of love and
longing. His ghazals may address themes of separation,
heartbreak, and the bittersweet and transformative nature of
love as well, reflecting on the joys and sorrows that accompany
deep emotional connections. An example where Mahwi (1984,
5-6) also uses images of the sea to express a similar religious
concept of love that Callaghan hints to can be traced in the
following lines:

Peace be upon he who has found guidance
And is lost in the vast desert of God’s love.
Unconcerned about the ship or the shipmaster
Must be anyone who seeks refuge from above.

Here, Mahwi first makes a direct reference to God’s love
described as a “vast desert.” He then argues that anyone who
wants to find true love must first explore that desert and be lost
in it until they find the ultimate love and feel whole with God.
This could be taken as one of the many examples that support
the claim that mystic love constitutes a great part of Mahwi’s
narrative of love. Marouf Khaznadar (2004) agrees with this
view and declares that a considerable number of Mahwi’s
poems combine the lover and the beloved in a rather sublime
love relationship. Mahwi’s verses may superficially appear as
though they are written for a mortal being, but the reader could
see the fact that Mahwi circumnavigates the domain of mystic
love (2004). For instance, in the above excerpt, Mahwi alludes
to a verse from the Quran “Peace be upon whoever follows the
right guidance (2004)” and asserts that God gives glad tidings
to those who traverse and be lost in His love. So, this Quranic
verse heralds that those wanderers are on the right path of love
and are protected in the Day of Judgement.

In the second couplet, the ship and shipmaster metaphor
evokes the image and idea of love defined as “an ever-fixed
mark/That looks on tempests and is never shaken (Combellack,
1982)” in Shakespeare’s Sonnet 116. Mahwi argues that anyone
who seeks help from God should not be worried about anything
else because God’s love has the power to overcome any
potential misfortune. Mahwi then brings forth a maritime
allusion of the sea, ships, and sailors to announce something
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important about love. He states that if passengers aboard of the
imaginary ship that is the world depend solely on God and ask
his favour, they would not need the favours from the captain or
any service provided by the ship. Therefore, travellers of this
worldly life are only guided by the love of God and once they
forsake that love, they adrift and go astray (Mahwi, 1984). It
can be deduced from Mahwi’s words that human beings must
not be attached to earthly love and instead constantly strive to
reach the true beloved: God (Zand, 2020).

This type of love described in Mahwi’s couplet is very
strong and stable like the star in Sonnet 116 that is not affected
at all by anything that happens down on earth. However, the
difference is that, in his sonnet, Shakespeare describes a type of
love that is earthly and between two human beings not a human
being and God. The opening line of the sonnet supports this
claim because Shakespeare uses the phrase “marriage of true
minds” in it to indicate that minds/hearts true to each other in
love can always find a way to be together.

Another point worthy of mention with regard to Sonnet 116
and one of Mahwi’s other couplets is that, to Shakespeare, there
is indeed a way for true lovers to be together without facing any
obstacles. This is the concept of earthly love with the lover and
beloved as its main characters. Mahwi captures a rather similar
idea and type of love when he addresses his tangible
relationship with the woman he loves. However, he announces
that he is hopeless about the reality of his relationship and the
possibility of getting together with his beloved in marriage.
Mahwi is hopeless because his beloved has already revealed to
him that their union- unlike as presented in Sonnet 116- is
impossible because there are “impediments.” Mahwi recollects
the reason as given by his beloved and states that his beloved’s
beauty is the elixir of life while his love for her is a heart-
burning fire. This vivid imagery underscores the tragic reality
that fire and water, representing Mahwi’s love and his beloved’s
beauty respectively, cannot share the same space in harmony
simultaneously. Mahwi’s couplet (1984, 144) reads:

"Me and you, O! Mahwi," she announced "shall never unite."”
Your love: a burning fire; my beauty: the elixir of life.

Mahwi’s poignant sentiment about love and separation
suggests a sense of inevitability or resignation about his
relationship. It is settled that despite any feelings Mahwi and his
beloved may have, circumstances prevent them from being
together. Thus, Mahwi captures the bittersweet nature of love
when he announces the presence of intense feelings and
admiration alongside the painful reality of separation.

Furthermore, Shakespeare’s definition of love in Sonnet 116
is longer than Mahwi’s since it runs through almost the entire
sonnet. However, it starts with a negative statement because
Shakespeare defines love by explaining what it is not. To him,
anything “Which alters when it alteration finds,/Or bends with
the remover to remove,” (Combellack, 1982) or falls weak to the
trials and tribulation of life cannot be taken as love. This is
where he differs from Mahwi for the latter thinks that lovers
may “never unite” regardless of how purely the lover holds the
beloved in his heart.
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Love as an emotion that possesses the ability to confront
challenges is also addressed in Shakespeare’s Sonnet 29 where
the speaker first expresses feelings of despair and alienation but
eventually realises that love can uplift the spirit in a way that no
hardship or feeling of despair and/or isolation can defeat. At the
beginning, the speaker is in an “outcast state” which later “Like
to the lark at break of day aris[es]/From sullen earth [and] sings
hymns at heaven’s gate” (McRae, 1987). The speaker laments
his social status and feelings of isolation but ultimately finds
solace in the thought of a loved one. This shift from despair to
joy suggests a universal experience of love and longing, making
the speaker's emotions relatable to many. The sole reason this
transformation in the mood of the speaker happens is the
remembrance of his beloved’s “sweet love” which is so
effective it brings such wealth and power to the speaker. He
ultimately reaches a point where royals seem to classify inferior
to him and he refuses to exchange his status with that of kings
[Salem Press, 2014]. This notion of love has also been
addressed by Mahwi (1984, 317):

A true traveler to Love shall never fear rises and falls
But climb mountains of sorrow and valleys of anguish.

The couplet suggests that love compels those who pursue it
to undertake grueling endeavors such as experiencing deep
sorrow or suffering from long quests of love. Yet, for a true
seeker of love, the impediments, alterations and/or temptations
encountered along the way always fail to be effective. Like
Shakespeare, Mahwi also asserts that love can remove barriers
and misery and instead provide rank and wisdom i.e. lovers can
also ascend from low positions to the level of kings. Zand
(2020) argues that when falling in love, the beloved is at the
centre of love and is the core of passion, while the lover is on
the periphery. The existence of the lover is dependent on the
presence of the beloved and concurrently the beloved dictates
the value and the status of the lover (2020). For instance, Mahwi
remarks that his rival sees him in her quarter and mockingly
addresses him “Your Highness!” to which Mahwi replies “even
being regarded a beggar at her gate makes me greater than
hundreds of Kings” (1987, 125). Thus, to Mahwi, when
someone, regardless of how hollow or inconsequential they may
seem in the eyes of the society, endures suffering and ultimately
dies because of love, that death transforms them and provides
them with wisdom surpassing the wisdom of a hundred wise
men combined. Mahwi (1984, 125) writes:

At the gate of Love, he who sacrifices his head,
Though seemingly hollow, is wiser than sages by a hundred.

This shows the transformative power of love and how it
uplifts and inspires lovers to transcend to higher realms.
Garrigues (1887, 257) confirms that love in Shakespeare’s
poetry also transforms lives and places people “within the
stream of wisdom, power (. . .) and [carries them] by it into
peace and perfect living — freedom.” She also argues that also
Sonnet 97 proves the poet himself has entered a new atmosphere
and his “turbid, restless, uneasy style is exchanged for one [that
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is] clear and sunny” (257). Garrigues states that after the first
part of the love sonnets, Shakespeare’s experiences with love
have enabled the poet to be “calm, serene, cheerful, (. . .) wise
with all wisdom of the intellect and heart (257)” and discover
his moral side as well. Garrigues adds that love has also
provided Shakespeare the courage to “rid himself of the desire
for fame” and be happy only to be “obsequious in thy heart”
(257). To Garrigues, the true mission of love is growth and
Shakespeare has managed to learn that through suffering.
Besides, “[i]t has taught him patience too, — with himself as
well as with others” (258). Garrigues also argues that once the
poet lets love exercise its transformative powers over him,

[h]e can faithfully fulfill all the duties of life and so be
enabled, without disturbance from without, to retire
into the depths of his own soul, there to hold
communion with all that in the outer world is denied
him (. . .) he will convert the ideal into the true real; or,
rather, he will see that they are interchangeable terms
and really have no separate existence (258).

The above lines illustrate that love, no matter how painful it
may become, still has much to offer and can turn an ideal world
into a real one for lovers. It is also suggested that when this
happens, lovers are granted more experience and courage to
explore their own souls. Similarly, Mahwi (1984, 171)
describes love as a fire that is destined to burn lovers but, as a
result, transforms them into real “men”:

Who he catches the fire of Love is transformed into a real man
No matter how dark his days, Love brightens them all.

In another instance, Mahwi also thinks that love leads to a
profound sense of loneliness that makes lovers avoid everyone
and everything. The reason lovers do so, Mahwi writes, is to
find solace in solitude because that allows the lovers to
contemplate their hearts’ desires and gain insight into their
emotions. Using hyperbole to express the thought, Mahwi
(1984, 18) states that lovers are so immersed in their loneliness
they do not even want their own shadow nearby. The reason for
this is that the transformation they experience is deep and
productive enough that they do not need anyone or anything else
to console them:

Hearts ensnared by love escape the sun and moon’s glow
He who longs for ultimate desolation shuns own shadow.

Mahwi also reflects on love as a necessity for the heart’s
fulfillment. He sees it as a profound element that ultimately
contributes to the completeness of the heart. He embraces the
idea that once an individual experiences the depths of love, the
superficial aspects of beauty and earthly attractions matter little
to them. When this happens, Mahwi states, lovers find solace
and feel complete richness within. Mahwi (1984, 292) contently
accepts the weariness of his appearance and trades his young,
lively looks for the completeness of his soul in the following
couplet:
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If my heart carries love, frail and worn my appearance shall
be.
When | am whole within, what need have | for beauty?

It is important to recognize that both Shakespeare and
Mahwi employ exaggeration when defining love, aiming to
enhance the impact and persuasiveness of their views. For
instance, back in Sonnet 116, Shakespeare’s final couplet
displays hyperbole intended to compel readers to accept the
definitions of love presented in the preceding lines. He asserts,
“If this be error and upon me proved,/I never writ, nor no man
ever loved” (Shakespeare, 2004). Similarly, Mahwi (1984, 318)
exaggerates when he suggests that he struggles to articulate the
essence of love but offers, paradoxically, a profound definition
within the same couplet. He writes:

What could | say of the troubling boundless ocean of love?
When Al-Futuhat is but a drop of it and Masnavi a bead.

The element of exaggeration in Mahwi's couplet lies in his
claim that no matter how diligently he attempts to address love,
he remains unable to define it. He supports his claim by saying
that even Al-Futuhat- Revelations by Muhyiddin Muhammad
ibn al-*Arabi (1165-1240) which encompasses 37 volumes and
560 chapters- represents merely a drop of the vast sea of love
and Masnavi, a Persian poetic work and the great masterpiece
of Jalal al-Din Riimi, consisting of six volumes on Sufism, is
only akin to a single bead of water in that immense sea. This
hyperbolic expression serves to emphasize the depth and
significance of love while also highlighting the limitations
inherent in language when grappling with such an intricate
emotion (318).

Another example of the definition of love can be found in
Shakespeare’s Sonnet 71, where the poet portrays love as
something that fades and is ultimately forgotten over time and
through death. The speaker announces that his passing will
bring sorrow to his beloved. To alleviate this pain, he writes a
sonnet urging the beloved not to utter his name after he is gone,
as doing so would only result in more grief. Shakespeare values
his beloved so profoundly that he would rather she forget him
than endure the sorrow of his absence. He suggests that love
should not endure beyond death, but rather “decay” alongside
it, implying that the end of life must also mean the end of love
in the heart. This idea is introduced at the beginning of the sestet
quoted in (Barnstorff, 113):

O, if (I say) you look upon this verse,
When | (perhaps) compounded am with clay,
Do not so much as my poor name rehearse,
But let your love even with my life decay,

However, Mahwi holds a different belief, positing that the
absence of love in one’s heart is equal to death. From his
perspective, a person is not truly dead unless they stop
harbouring love within themselves. In this view, love brings joy
and happiness that can persist even after the physical departure
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of the lovers involved, effectively transcending death. Mahwi
(1984, 83) articulates this sentiment as follows:

The heart lives on, for love it possesses. Fear death not.
Surrender to love’s embrace so you find immortal grace.

To Mahwi, it is the divine force of love that breathes life into
the heart and grants it immortality. Although to describe love,
Mahwi uses the word dard, which translates to “affliction” in
English, he truly believes that those whose hearts are
illuminated by this affliction, i.e. love, do not need to fear death
for they will never truly die. Even if physical death claims them,
they will be honoured as martyrs, living on forever in the hearts
and memories of others. This unique and seemingly ironic
standpoint on love encourages lovers to embrace the emotion so
fully that it can consume them, because that is the only way love
allows them to transcend death. This idea of love as
immortalising matches J. Hart’s argument regarding the
Victorian convention of sonnets because, Hart (2009, 45)
writes, ‘“Mortality and immortality are concerns of the
Renaissance sonnet.” However, this does not mean that Mahwi
has consciously followed this convention.

Mahwi (1984, 242) defines love as an affliction in another
instant when addressing the complexity of the emotion.

A cure for the affliction of love the sages of Europe sought
Their efforts falter and like those of simple folk’s, fell short.

Describing love as an "affliction” for which no remedy has
been found supports the claim that love is a controversial and
complex concept. Mahwi asserts that not only the simple
villagers from his homeland struggle to grasp the essence of
love, but even the esteemed thinkers of Europe with all their
wisdom and eloquence, are equally perplexed and find
themselves helpless in the face of love’s mysteries.

Mahwi also characterizes love as a pathway to the ultimate
truth. He asserts that the hardships, struggles, and suffering
encountered in love reward lovers with answers humanity has
been seeking since antiquity. Therefore, he believes that the
wise should continually seek love and perceive everything
through its lenses, for that is the way to enlightenment. Mahwi
(1984, 18) writes:

Without love, the heart knows not the flavor of truth;
It is the eyes of love the sage must behold through.

This notion can also be traced in Shakespeare’s poetry
where love is considered to provide personal growth and self-
discovery consequently leading to profound changes in one’s
life. Sarkar (1998) argues that in Shakespeare’s sonnets the
immense emotional strength love provides is shown in love’s
capacity to find a connection between the existence and the
essence of human beings serveing as a pathway to deeper
intellectual reflection.

Another perspective on defining love in Mahwi’s poetry
emphasizes the importance of suffering and sacrifice when in
love. Mahwi asserts that anyone who truly loves must be willing
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to face death as the ultimate act of sacrifice, as love is seen as a
spiritual journey rather than merely a physical experience. To
him, the head, which symbolizes life and/or the soul in this
context, must first be relinquished in order for one to enter the
realm of love. Mahwi (1984, 29) announces:

You enter not the battlefield of love, unless you sacrifice your
head.

In this journey, it’s not your feet but your head that should first
tread.

Mahwi (1984, 79) also defines love as a fire that ignites
within the heart and continues to burn intensely. The fire not
only consumes the heart but the entire being of the lover. Yet,
despite the pain that accompanies it, the lover, once acquainted
with the fire’s flames, yearns to be burnt by it repeatedly:

Oh Love! you are a fire, fierce and deep within the heart!
Once burnt by you, a longing for your flames will never part.

Here, Mahwi takes a straightforward approach by
personifying love and directly addressing it with statements like
"you are fire." He suggests that love inevitably leads to the
lover’s death; however, before this happens, one must navigate
through several essential stages and face each one in order
before fully surrendering to love. Skipping any of these stages
would render the sacrifice incomplete. Mahwi communicates
this concept in a couplet where he employs a first-person
perspective with the pronoun I. This signifies that he has
consciously chosen to embrace all that love offers and is fully
aware of the pain and sorrow it inflicts. Through this couplet,
Mahwi (1984, 219) offers one of the most lucid definitions of
love found in his poetry, articulating several facets of the
emotion:

Love is but swooning, adulation, grieving, burning to death.
| keenly surrender to each until | finally draw my last breath.

After exploring the various definitions mentioned above, it
is evident that, when defining love, the complexity of the
emotion poses significant challenges, even for well-regarded
poets. Perhaps this explains why Shakespeare refrains from
directly defining love, instead choosing to say what it is not in
part of Sonnet 116.

CONCLUSION

It is not infrequent to find that the thoughts and emotions
expressed in one author's literature closely align with those of
another, even if the wording, genre, and/or language is different.
Extensive literature on love has been produced yet it has always
been a challenge to define this multifaceted human emotion.
This research paper underscores the varied
definitions/interpretations of love in Shakespeare’s selected
sonnets and Mahwi’s ghazals, demonstrating how the poets
contribute to the ongoing discourse on love. The poetic works
of Shakespeare and Mahwi invite readers to reflect on the nature
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of love, its challenges, and its potential for personal and spiritual
growth. Employing different metaphors, both poets emphasise
the transformative power of love through an interplay between
earthly and heavenly love. They suggest that love can elevate
individuals to higher emotional and spiritual states, despite the
suffering it may entail. However, Mahwi’s poetry often
incorporates a spiritual dimension, presenting God as the
ultimate beloved and framing love as a journey of the soul rather
than the body. In this sense, love is not merely a romantic
emotion but a spiritual and philosophical concept that
transcends mortal limitations. There are a few exceptions to this
in Mahwi’s poetry. In contrast, Shakespeare portrays love- in
the examples provided above, as rather earthly with two human
lovers at its core and tangible aspects of romantic relationships.
In their definitions of love, the poets also highlight the
importance of suffering and sacrifice in love. Mahwi asserts that
true love requires a willingness to face death, viewing love as a
spiritual journey. In contrast, Shakespeare, while also
acknowledging the challenges of love, presents a more
optimistic view of love's endurance and constancy.
Furthermore, Shakespeare and Mahwi both claim that love can
conquer any challenges. However, Mahwi believes that despite
the intensity of feelings between two individuals, their union
may still be impossible at times. Despite their differences, both
Shakespeare and Mahwi share common themes, such as the idea
that love transcends physical existence and can lead to a form
of immortality through memory and legacy.

REFERENCES

Ambardekar, R. R. (1978). Bhavabhuti's concept of love. Indian
Literature, 21(3), 78-87.

Amin, N. M. (2019). Picking flowers along the way: The second
generation of the Baban school of poets (Vol. 1, Book 3).
Zheen.

Baldwin, J. (1998). In search of a majority: An address. In Collected
Essays. The Library of America.

Barnstorff, D. (1862). A Key to Shakespeare's sonnets (T. J.
Graham, Trans.). Trubner and Co.

Cacioppo, S. (2022). Wired for love: A neuroscientist's journey
through romance, loss, and the essence of human connection.
Flatiron Books.

Callaghan, D. (2007). Shakespeare's sonnets. Blackwell Publishing.

Combellack, C. R. B. (1982). Shakespeare's sonnet 116. Explicator,
41(1), 12-14.

Cuddon, J. A. (2013). A dictionary of literary terms and literary
theory. Wiley-Blackwell, 668.

Garrigues, G. (1887). Shakespeare's sonnets. The Journal of
Speculative Philosophy, 21(3), 241-
258. https://doi.org/10.5840/specphil18872138

Ghaderi, F. (2016). The emergence and development of modern
Kurdish poetry (Doctoral dissertation, University of Exeter).
Open Research Exeter
(ORE). http://hdl.handle.net/10871/22267

Hart, J. (2009). Shakespeare: poetry, history, and culture. Palgrave
Macmillan.

Hatfield, E., & Rapson, R. L. (2000). Love and attachment process.
In M. Lewis & J. M. Haviland-Jones (Eds.), Handbook of
Emotions (2nd ed., pp. 654-662). New York: Guilford Press.

Hugo, V. (1862). Les Misérables (O. E. Wilbour, Trans.). Carleton.

Hussein, H. A. (2012). Ghazal in modern Kurdish literature. The
Journal of Zankoy Sulaimani - Part B, 34(March), 141-180.

JUHD | e-ISSN: 2411-7765 | p-ISSN: 2411-7757 | doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.21928/juhd.v11n1y2025.pp109-116


https://doi.org/10.5840/specphil18872138
http://hdl.handle.net/10871/22267

116

Khalifa, M. J. (2017). An apology for Persian ghazal as a verse form:
A study of selected ghazals of Agha Shahid Ali’s Call me
Ishmael tonight. Annals of the Faculty of Arts, Ain Shams
University, 45(January - March B), 380-
405. https://doi.org/10.21608/aafu.2017.16438

Khaznadar, M. (2004). The history of Kurdish literature: The second
half of 19th century and beginning of 20th century 1851 -
1914 (Vol. IV). Aras Publishers.

Konstan, David. Aristotle on love and friendship. ZXOAH Vol. I1. 2
(2008), pp. 207-212.

Krasnowolska, A. (2006). The epic roots of lyrical imagery in
classical Persian poetry. In Ghazal as world literature 11 (1st
ed., Vol. 4, pp. 109-120). Ergon. Istanbuler Texte und Studien
(ITS).

Mahwi. (1984). Mahwi’s Diwan (M. A. Mudaris & M. M. Kareem,
Eds.). Hussam Publishing House.

McRae, W. (1987). Shakespeare's sonnet 29. Explicator, 46(1), 6-8.

Neilson, W. A. (1959). Webster's new international dictionary of the
English language (2nd ed., unabridged). G & C Merriam Co.

Plato. (2003). The Symposium (B. Jowett, Trans.). Dover
Publications.

Pritchett, F. W. (2015). Literature and love. Manoa, 27(1), 220-225.

Prus, R., & Camara, F. (2010). Love, friendship, and disaffection in
Plato and Aristotle: Toward a pragmatist analysis of
interpersonal relationships. Qualitative Sociology Review,
6(3), 29-62.

Journal of University of Human Development (JUHD)

Roessner, J. (1982). The coherence and the context of Shakespeare’s
Sonnet 116. The Journal of English and Germanic Philology,
81(3), 331-346.

Salem Press, & Shakespeare, W. (2014). Critical survey of
Shakespeare's sonnets (1st ed.). Grey House Publishing;
Salem Press, a division of EBSCO Information Services.

Sarkar, M. (1998). The magic of  Shakespeare's
sonnets. Renaissance Studies, 12(2), 251-
260. https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9655.00112

Sarker, S. K. (1998). Shakespeare's sonnets. Atlantic Publishers &
Distributors (P) Limited.

Shakespeare, W. (2004). Sonnet 116. In J. Jowett (Ed.), The
complete works of William Shakespeare (pp. 123-124).
Oxford University Press.

Spiller, M. R. G. (1992). The development of the sonnet. Routledge.

Tennyson, A. L. (1909). In memoriam. G. P. Putnam’s Sons.

The Qur'an. (2004). The Qur'an (M. A. S. Abdel Haleem, Trans.).
Oxford University Press.

Zand, S. J. A. (2020). Centralizing the concepts of “maashoq” and
“the other” in the worldview of Mahwi and Emmanuel
Levinas. Twejer, 3(3), 129-

168. https://doi.org/10.31918/twejer.2033.4

JUHD | e-ISSN: 2411-7765 | p-ISSN: 2411-7757 | doi: http://dx.doi.org/10.21928/juhd.v11n1y2025.pp109-116


https://doi.org/10.21608/aafu.2017.16438
https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9655.00112
https://doi.org/10.31918/twejer.2033.4

ISSN 2411-7757

Ay, Add el daels
UNIVERSITY OF HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

dyuull duwoill deolya dlao

@Mﬂwﬂmbhawmmmuﬂ
(YoY0) 3 (V) adall (W) ol

Journal of University of Human Development

A Scientific periodical issued by University of Human Developement

Vol 11 No 1 March 2025






